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Subject and verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of English grammar that ensures clarity and
coherence in writing. This agreement dictates that the subject of a sentence must match its verb in
number and person. Understanding this concept is crucial for anyone looking to enhance their
writing skills, whether for academic purposes, professional communications, or everyday
conversations. In this article, we will explore the principles of subject-verb agreement, offer
examples, discuss common errors, and provide guidance on creating an effective subject and verb
agreement worksheet.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb must agree in number (singular
or plural) with its subject. This means that a singular subject takes a singular verb, while a plural
subject takes a plural verb.

Types of Subjects

1. Singular Subject: Refers to one person, place, thing, or idea.
- Example: "The dog barks." (dog is singular)

2. Plural Subject: Refers to two or more people, places, things, or ideas.
- Example: "The dogs bark." (dogs is plural)

Basic Rules of Agreement

- Rule 1: A singular subject takes a singular verb.
- Example: "She runs every morning."

- Rule 2: A plural subject takes a plural verb.
- Example: "They run every morning."

- Rule 3: When subjects are joined by "and," they typically take a plural verb.
- Example: "Tom and Jerry are friends."

- Rule 4: When subjects are joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the closest subject.
- Example: "Either the cat or the dogs are outside."

- Rule 5: Indefinite pronouns like "everyone," "each," and "nobody" take singular verbs.
- Example: "Everyone loves pizza."



- Rule 6: Collective nouns can take either singular or plural verbs, depending on the context.
- Example: "The team wins." (considered as a single unit)
- Example: "The team are wearing their jerseys." (emphasizing individual members)

Common Errors in Subject-Verb Agreement

Even proficient speakers and writers can make mistakes in subject-verb agreement. Awareness of
these common pitfalls can aid in avoiding them.

1. Proximity Error

One frequent error occurs when the verb agrees with the closest subject rather than the correct
subject.

- Incorrect: "Neither the teacher nor the students is ready."
- Correct: "Neither the teacher nor the students are ready."

2. Misidentifying Collective Nouns

As mentioned, collective nouns can lead to confusion regarding verb agreement.

- Incorrect: "The jury are reaching a decision."
- Correct: "The jury is reaching a decision." (when considering the jury as a single entity)

3. Confusing Singular Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns can be tricky, especially when they imply plurality.

- Incorrect: "Everyone are invited to the party."
- Correct: "Everyone is invited to the party."

Creating a Subject and Verb Agreement Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet can help reinforce the rules of subject-verb agreement. Here are
essential components to include when designing such a worksheet.

1. Instructions Section

Begin with clear instructions outlining the objective of the worksheet. For instance:



- "Complete the sentences by filling in the correct form of the verb in parentheses to ensure subject-
verb agreement."

2. Practice Exercises

Include various types of exercises to cater to different levels of understanding. Here are some
suggestions:

- Fill in the Blanks: Provide sentences with missing verbs.
- Example: "The group of students ____ (to be) excited about the trip."

- Multiple Choice: Offer options for the correct verb form.
- Example: "Neither the cat nor the dogs ____ (is/are) in the yard."

- Error Correction: Present sentences with subject-verb agreement errors for students to correct.
- Example: "The team are winning the championship." (Correct: The team is winning the
championship.)

3. Additional Resources Section

Include a section with resources for further practice, such as links to online quizzes, games, or
additional worksheets. This encourages independent learning and reinforces the concepts.

4. Answer Key

An answer key is vital for self-assessment. Provide the correct answers for each exercise so students
can review their work.

Benefits of Practicing Subject-Verb Agreement

Practicing subject-verb agreement offers numerous advantages, including:

- Improved Writing Skills: Correct subject-verb agreement enhances the overall quality of writing,
making it more professional and polished.

- Increased Clarity: Proper agreement reduces ambiguity, allowing readers to understand the
intended meaning without confusion.

- Boosted Confidence: Mastery of grammar rules fosters confidence in both speaking and writing.



Conclusion

Subject and verb agreement is a cornerstone of effective communication in English. By
understanding its principles, recognizing common errors, and engaging in targeted practice through
worksheets, learners can significantly enhance their grammatical skills. A well-designed subject and
verb agreement worksheet can serve as an invaluable tool for students and educators alike,
promoting a deeper understanding of this essential grammatical rule. Ultimately, mastering subject-
verb agreement paves the way for clearer, more effective communication, enriching both personal
and professional interactions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a subject and verb agreement worksheet?
A subject and verb agreement worksheet is an educational resource designed to help students
practice and understand the rules of ensuring that subjects and verbs in a sentence agree in number
and person.

Why is subject-verb agreement important in writing?
Subject-verb agreement is crucial in writing because it ensures clarity and grammatical correctness,
making sentences easier to read and understand.

What are some common errors found in subject and verb
agreement?
Common errors include using a singular verb with a plural subject, or vice versa, such as saying 'The
group are meeting' instead of 'The group is meeting.'

How can worksheets help improve subject-verb agreement
skills?
Worksheets provide targeted practice, allowing students to identify and correct errors in subject-
verb agreement, reinforcing their understanding through exercises and examples.

At what grade level should students begin practicing subject-
verb agreement?
Students typically begin practicing subject-verb agreement in elementary school, around 2nd or 3rd
grade, as part of their grammar curriculum.

Are there different types of subject and verb agreement



worksheets?
Yes, there are various types, including fill-in-the-blank exercises, multiple-choice questions, and
sentence correction tasks, each targeting different aspects of subject-verb agreement.

Can you find subject and verb agreement worksheets online?
Yes, many educational websites offer free downloadable subject and verb agreement worksheets,
along with interactive quizzes and games for additional practice.
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