
subject verb agreement b answer key

Subject Verb Agreement B Answer Key is an essential topic in English grammar
that deals with the relationship between subjects and verbs in sentences.
Understanding this concept is crucial for constructing grammatically correct
sentences, whether in writing or speaking. Subject-verb agreement ensures
that subjects and verbs are in harmony with one another, which helps convey
clear and precise meanings. This article will explore the principles of
subject-verb agreement, common rules, exceptions, and provide an answer key
for exercises designed to test these rules.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is the grammatical rule that dictates that subjects
and verbs must match in number and person. In simpler terms, a singular
subject takes a singular verb, while a plural subject takes a plural verb.
This agreement is vital because it helps maintain clarity and coherence in
communication.

The Importance of Subject-Verb Agreement

1. Clarity: Proper subject-verb agreement helps eliminate confusion in
sentences. When subjects and verbs agree, the reader or listener can easily
understand the intended meaning.
2. Professionalism: In academic and professional writing, adherence to
grammatical rules reflects attention to detail and enhances credibility.
3. Fluency: Mastering subject-verb agreement contributes to overall fluency
in English, allowing speakers and writers to express themselves more
effectively.

Basic Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

Understanding the basic rules is crucial for mastering subject-verb
agreement. Here are some fundamental guidelines:

1. Singular and Plural Subjects

- A singular subject takes a singular verb:
- Example: The cat runs fast.
- A plural subject takes a plural verb:
- Example: The cats run fast.

2. Compound Subjects

- When two subjects are joined by "and," they typically take a plural verb:
- Example: The dog and the cat are friends.
- However, if the compound subject refers to a single entity or concept, a



singular verb is used:
- Example: Bread and butter is my favorite snack.

3. Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns can be tricky as they can be singular or plural. Here are
some examples:
- Singular: Each, everyone, someone, nobody
- Example: Everyone is invited to the party.
- Plural: Both, few, many, several
- Example: Many are coming to the event.

4. Collective Nouns

Collective nouns refer to groups and can take either singular or plural verbs
depending on the context:
- Singular when the group acts as a single unit:
- Example: The team wins the championship.
- Plural when the individuals in the group act independently:
- Example: The team are wearing their new uniforms.

5. Titles and Names

Titles of books, movies, or organizations usually take a singular verb, even
if they appear plural:
- Example: "The Chronicles of Narnia" is a popular series.

Common Exceptions to the Rules

While the rules above form the foundation of subject-verb agreement, there
are several exceptions that can lead to confusion. Understanding these
exceptions is crucial for effective communication.

1. Amounts and Quantities

When referring to amounts or quantities, the verb agrees with the noun:
- Example: Ten dollars is a high price.
- Example: Five miles is a long distance.

2. Distances, Time, and Weight

Measurements often take a singular verb:
- Example: Five years is a long time.
- Example: Ten pounds is the weight limit.



3. Words that Indicate Quantity

Words like "some," "none," "all," and "most" can be tricky:
- If the noun following these words is plural, the verb is plural:
- Example: Most of the cookies are gone.
- If the noun is singular, the verb is singular:
- Example: All of the pie is eaten.

Practicing Subject-Verb Agreement

To solidify your understanding of subject-verb agreement, practice is
essential. Below are some exercises that can help reinforce these concepts,
alongside an answer key.

Exercise 1: Fill in the Blanks

Choose the correct verb form (singular or plural) for each sentence:

1. The group of students (is/are) planning a trip.
2. Each of the players (has/have) a unique skill.
3. The committee (decides/decide) on the budget.
4. Neither of the options (seem/seems) appealing.
5. The flock of birds (was/were) flying south.

Exercise 2: Identify the Error

Identify and correct the error in subject-verb agreement in the following
sentences:

1. The pair of shoes were on sale.
2. There is several reasons for the delay.
3. The jury are still deliberating.
4. A number of students has submitted their papers.
5. The team of doctors are highly skilled.

Answer Key

Answers for Exercise 1

1. is
2. has
3. decides
4. seems
5. was



Answers for Exercise 2

1. The pair of shoes was on sale.
2. There are several reasons for the delay.
3. The jury is still deliberating.
4. A number of students have submitted their papers.
5. The team of doctors is highly skilled.

Conclusion

Mastering subject-verb agreement is vital for effective communication in
English. By understanding and applying the rules and exceptions outlined in
this article, learners can enhance their grammatical accuracy and fluency.
Regular practice through exercises, along with attentiveness to the nuances
of subject-verb relationships, will lead to improved writing and speaking
skills. Whether you are a student, a professional, or someone looking to
sharpen your English skills, a strong grasp of subject-verb agreement will
undoubtedly contribute to your success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is subject-verb agreement?

Subject-verb agreement is a grammatical rule that states the subject of a
sentence must agree with its verb in number (singular or plural).

Why is subject-verb agreement important?

Subject-verb agreement is important because it ensures clarity and coherence
in writing, helping readers understand the intended meaning.

Can you provide an example of correct subject-verb
agreement?

Yes, 'The dog barks' is correct because 'dog' is singular and 'barks' is the
singular form of the verb.

What happens if a subject and verb do not agree?

If a subject and verb do not agree, it can lead to confusion and make the
sentence grammatically incorrect, such as saying 'The dogs barks' instead of
'The dogs bark.'

How does subject-verb agreement work with collective
nouns?

Collective nouns can be tricky; they can take a singular or plural verb
depending on whether the group acts as a single unit or as individuals. For
example, 'The team wins' (singular) vs. 'The team are arguing' (plural).



Are there exceptions to subject-verb agreement rules?

Yes, there are exceptions like when using words such as 'everyone,' 'each,'
or 'nobody,' which are always treated as singular, thus requiring singular
verbs.

How can I check for subject-verb agreement in my
writing?

To check for subject-verb agreement, identify the subject of each sentence
and ensure the verb form matches in number. Reading sentences aloud can also
help catch errors.

Where can I find practice exercises for subject-verb
agreement?

You can find practice exercises for subject-verb agreement in grammar
workbooks, educational websites, and online quizzes specifically designed for
this topic.
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