
subject verb agreement collective
nouns worksheet with answers

Subject verb agreement collective nouns worksheet with answers is an
essential topic in English grammar that helps learners understand how to use
collective nouns correctly in sentences. Collective nouns, which refer to
groups or collections of individuals or things, can sometimes be tricky when
it comes to subject-verb agreement. This comprehensive guide will delve into
the nuances of collective nouns, provide a detailed worksheet with exercises,
and include answers for self-assessment.

Understanding Collective Nouns

Collective nouns are words that refer to a group of individuals or things
acting as a single unit. Some common examples include:

- Team
- Family
- Committee
- Herd
- Flock

These nouns may take either singular or plural verbs depending on the context
of the sentence. Understanding when to use singular or plural verbs with
collective nouns is crucial for grammatical accuracy.

Singular vs. Plural Usage

When using collective nouns, the choice between singular and plural verbs
often depends on whether the group is acting together as one unit or as
individual members. Here are some guidelines:

1. Singular Verb: Use a singular verb when the collective noun refers to the
group acting as a single entity.
- Example: The team is winning the match.

2. Plural Verb: Use a plural verb when the collective noun emphasizes the
individual members of the group acting separately.
- Example: The team are wearing their new uniforms.

Subject-Verb Agreement Rules with Collective
Nouns

To master subject-verb agreement with collective nouns, consider the
following rules:

1. Identify the Collective Noun: Determine whether the noun is collective and
understand its meaning.



2. Context Matters: Assess whether the sentence focuses on the group as a
whole or on individual members.

3. Check for Modifiers: Sometimes, modifiers (like "members of the
committee") can clarify whether to use a singular or plural verb.

4. Regional Variations: Be aware that British English often favors plural
verbs with collective nouns, while American English typically uses singular
verbs.

Worksheet on Subject-Verb Agreement with
Collective Nouns

Now that we’ve covered the basics, let’s put your understanding to the test
with a worksheet. Below are sentences where you need to fill in the blanks
with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

Worksheet Instructions: Fill in the blanks with the correct verb form.

1. The committee __________ (meet) every Thursday.
2. The flock of birds __________ (fly) south for the winter.
3. The jury __________ (decide) on the verdict.
4. The team __________ (have) their practice scheduled for 5 PM.
5. The family __________ (enjoy) their vacation in the mountains.
6. The audience __________ (applaud) after the performance.
7. The group __________ (disagree) on the proposed changes.
8. The pack of wolves __________ (hunt) together at night.
9. The class __________ (have) a field trip next week.
10. The staff __________ (discuss) the new policies in the meeting.

Answers to the Worksheet

Here are the correct answers for the worksheet provided above:

1. The committee meets every Thursday.
2. The flock of birds flies south for the winter.
3. The jury decides on the verdict.
4. The team has their practice scheduled for 5 PM.
5. The family enjoys their vacation in the mountains.
6. The audience applauds after the performance.
7. The group disagrees on the proposed changes.
8. The pack of wolves hunts together at night.
9. The class has a field trip next week.
10. The staff discuss the new policies in the meeting.

Practicing with Collective Nouns

To solidify your understanding of subject-verb agreement with collective
nouns, here are some additional practice exercises.

Practice Exercise Instructions: Correct the sentences where necessary.



1. The committee are finalizing their report.
2. The class were excited for the results.
3. The team have won the championship.
4. The family was planning their reunion.
5. The crew are preparing the ship for departure.

Answers to the Practice Exercise:

1. The committee is finalizing their report.
2. The class was excited for the results.
3. The team has won the championship.
4. The family were planning their reunion.
5. The crew is preparing the ship for departure.

Conclusion

Understanding subject-verb agreement with collective nouns is a vital skill
for anyone learning English. By practicing with worksheets and exercises,
learners can enhance their grammatical proficiency. Remember, the key to
mastering this topic lies in recognizing the context in which the collective
noun is used—whether it represents a single unit or individual members.

As you continue to practice, the use of collective nouns will become more
intuitive, allowing for clearer and more precise communication in both
written and spoken English. Whether you are a student, a teacher, or simply
someone looking to improve your language skills, mastering subject-verb
agreement with collective nouns is an important step in your linguistic
journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a collective noun?

A collective noun is a word that represents a group of individuals or things
considered as a single entity, such as 'team,' 'flock,' or 'family.'

How does subject-verb agreement apply to collective
nouns?

Subject-verb agreement with collective nouns depends on whether the group is
acting as a single unit or as individuals. For example, 'The team wins its
game' (singular) vs. 'The team are arguing among themselves' (plural).

Can you provide an example of a subject-verb
agreement error with collective nouns?

An example of an error would be saying, 'The flock of birds are flying
south,' instead of 'The flock of birds is flying south,' since 'flock' is a
collective noun treated as a singular subject.



What types of exercises might be included in a
subject-verb agreement worksheet focused on
collective nouns?

Exercises may include filling in the blanks with the correct verb form,
correcting sentences with subject-verb agreement errors, or matching
collective nouns with the appropriate verbs.

Are there exceptions to the rules of subject-verb
agreement with collective nouns?

Yes, exceptions may arise based on regional usage or the context in which the
collective noun is used, which can impact whether a singular or plural verb
is appropriate.

Where can I find worksheets on subject-verb agreement
with collective nouns?

Worksheets can be found in educational resources online, such as teaching
websites, educational platforms, or printable worksheet databases focused on
grammar.
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