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Understanding the components of sentences is fundamental to mastering the
English language, and one of the most critical aspects of sentence structure
is the subject and predicate. A solid grasp of subjects and predicates not
only aids in constructing grammatically correct sentences but also enhances
reading comprehension and writing skills. This article delves into subjects
and predicates, providing a comprehensive guide that includes definitions,
examples, and a worksheet to practice these concepts.

What Are Subjects and Predicates?

In simple terms, every complete sentence is made up of two essential parts:
the subject and the predicate.

Subject

The subject of a sentence is the part that tells us who or what the sentence
is about. It can be a noun, pronoun, or noun phrase.

- Examples of Subjects:
- The dog barks.
- She is reading a book.
- The team of scientists discovered a new species.

In each example, the subject indicates the main focus of the sentence.

Predicate

The predicate provides information about the subject, typically including a
verb and any additional information. It tells what the subject does or what
is done to the subject.

- Examples of Predicates:
- The dog barks loudly every morning.
- She is reading a book about history.
- The team of scientists discovered a new species in the Amazon rainforest.

Here, the predicates give us more details about the actions or states of the
subjects.



The Importance of Subjects and Predicates

Understanding subjects and predicates is crucial for several reasons:

1. Clarity in Communication: Knowing how to identify the subject and
predicate helps in constructing clear and coherent sentences.
2. Improved Writing Skills: It enhances writing by enabling the writer to
vary sentence structure and avoid fragments or run-ons.
3. Reading Comprehension: Recognizing these components improves understanding
when reading, allowing readers to grasp the main ideas quickly.
4. Grammar Proficiency: Mastery of subjects and predicates is foundational
for learning more complex grammatical concepts.

Types of Subjects

Subjects can be categorized into different types based on their structure:

Simplified Subject

The simplified subject consists of just the main noun or pronoun.

- Example: Birds fly. (Here, "birds" is the simplified subject)

Complete Subject

The complete subject includes the simplified subject and all its modifiers.

- Example: The small, colorful birds fly. (In this case, "the small, colorful
birds" is the complete subject)

Types of Predicates

Like subjects, predicates can also be classified:

Simplified Predicate

The simplified predicate contains just the main verb.

- Example: The cat sleeps. ("sleeps" is the simplified predicate)



Complete Predicate

The complete predicate consists of the simplified predicate and all its
modifiers, objects, or complements.

- Example: The cat sleeps on the warm windowsill every afternoon. (Here,
"sleeps on the warm windowsill every afternoon" is the complete predicate)

Common Errors with Subjects and Predicates

Even native English speakers can make mistakes with subjects and predicates.
Here are some common errors to watch for:

1. Subject-Verb Agreement: Ensure that the subject and verb agree in number
(singular/plural).
- Incorrect: The group of students are going on a trip.
- Correct: The group of students is going on a trip.

2. Identifying Compound Subjects and Predicates: Compound subjects and
predicates can confuse writers.
- Example of a compound subject: Tom and Jerry are friends.
- Example of a compound predicate: Tom runs and swims every morning.

3. Sentence Fragments: A sentence fragment lacks either a subject or a
predicate.
- Fragment: Running through the park.
- Complete sentence: She is running through the park.

Creating a Subjects and Predicates Worksheet

To reinforce the understanding of subjects and predicates, a worksheet can be
an effective tool. Here’s how to create one:

Worksheet Structure

1. Identify the Subject and Predicate: Provide sentences for students to
identify the subject and predicate.
- Example: The teacher explained the lesson thoroughly.
- Subject: __________
- Predicate: __________

2. Complete the Sentences: Give incomplete sentences for students to fill in
the missing subject or predicate.
- Example: __________ is playing outside.



- Example: The dog __________.

3. Correct the Errors: Present sentences with errors related to subjects and
predicates for students to correct.
- Example: The team have won the championship. (Correct: The team has won the
championship.)

4. Create Sentences: Ask students to create their own sentences using
specified subjects or predicates.
- Example: Write a sentence with the subject "My friends".

Sample Subjects and Predicates Worksheet

Here’s a sample worksheet that educators can use or adapt:

Subjects and Predicates Worksheet

Part 1: Identify the Subject and Predicate

Read the following sentences and write down the subject and predicate.

1. The cat chased the mouse.
- Subject: __________
- Predicate: __________

2. The children are playing in the park.
- Subject: __________
- Predicate: __________

3. My brother loves to play soccer.
- Subject: __________
- Predicate: __________

Part 2: Complete the Sentences

Fill in the blanks with a suitable subject or predicate.

1. __________ is going to the store.
2. The sun __________ in the morning.
3. My parents __________ every weekend.

Part 3: Correct the Errors

Identify and correct the errors in the following sentences.

1. The flock of birds are flying south.
2. The book on the table belong to me.

Part 4: Create Sentences



Write a complete sentence using the following subjects or predicates.

1. Subject: My favorite teacher
Sentence: ____________________________________

2. Predicate: enjoys painting landscapes.
Sentence: ____________________________________

Conclusion

Mastering subjects and predicates is essential for anyone looking to enhance
their writing and communication skills. By understanding the definitions,
types, and common errors associated with subjects and predicates, learners
can develop a foundation that supports their overall language proficiency.
Worksheets and practice exercises further solidify these concepts, making
them an invaluable tool for students and educators alike. Through consistent
practice and application, individuals can achieve greater clarity and
effectiveness in their writing and speech.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a subject in a sentence?
The subject is the part of a sentence that tells who or what the sentence is
about.

What is a predicate in a sentence?
The predicate is the part of a sentence that tells what the subject does or
is, usually containing a verb.

Why are subjects and predicates important in
writing?
Subjects and predicates are essential for constructing clear and complete
sentences, which are fundamental for effective communication.

How can a worksheet help in learning subjects and
predicates?
A worksheet provides exercises that reinforce the identification and use of
subjects and predicates, helping students practice and improve their sentence
structure.



What types of exercises might be found on a subjects
and predicates worksheet?
Exercises may include identifying subjects and predicates in sentences,
matching subjects with predicates, and creating sentences from given subjects
or predicates.

Can a subject consist of more than one word?
Yes, a subject can be a simple noun or pronoun, or it can be a noun phrase
that includes modifiers and additional words.

What are some common mistakes students make with
subjects and predicates?
Common mistakes include misidentifying the subject or predicate, creating
sentence fragments, or mixing up singular and plural forms.

How can teachers assess understanding of subjects
and predicates using worksheets?
Teachers can evaluate students' ability to identify and use subjects and
predicates correctly through graded worksheets that include various
exercises.

Are there online resources for subjects and
predicates worksheets?
Yes, numerous educational websites offer free downloadable worksheets and
interactive exercises for practicing subjects and predicates.
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