
successful drawing by andrew loomis

Successful Drawing by Andrew Loomis is a cornerstone of artistic education
and has shaped the way many artists approach their craft. Andrew Loomis, an
influential American illustrator and author, is best known for his
instructional books on drawing and painting. His methods emphasize the
importance of structure, proportion, and a deep understanding of human
anatomy, making his work essential for both aspiring and established artists.
In this article, we will explore the principles and techniques laid out in
Loomis's books, how to implement them in your own work, and the lasting
impact of his teachings on the art community.

Who Was Andrew Loomis?

Andrew Loomis (1892-1959) was an accomplished illustrator, painter, and
educator. His career spanned several decades during which he created numerous
illustrations for magazines, advertisements, and books. Beyond his commercial
work, Loomis is celebrated for his series of instructional art books, which
have become staples for artists around the world.

The Legacy of Loomis

Loomis's influence extends beyond his lifetime; his books continue to educate
and inspire new generations of artists. Some of his most famous works
include:

Successful Drawing

Figure Drawing for All It's Worth

Creative Illustration

Drawing the Head and Hands

These texts focus on various aspects of drawing, from the fundamentals to
advanced techniques, providing a comprehensive foundation for developing
artistic skills.

Key Principles of Successful Drawing

In "Successful Drawing," Loomis presents a series of principles that serve as
the backbone of effective drawing. Understanding and applying these
principles can elevate your artwork and enhance your drawing abilities.



1. The Importance of Structure

Loomis believed that every drawing should begin with a solid structure. This
means understanding the basic shapes that compose the subject you are
drawing. For instance, when drawing the human figure, start with simple
geometric shapes to represent the head, torso, arms, and legs. This
foundational approach allows you to accurately proportion your drawing before
adding details.

2. Understanding Proportions

Proportions are crucial in creating realistic drawings. Loomis emphasized
measuring and comparing the sizes of different parts of your subject. He
often used methods like:

Using a pencil as a measuring tool to compare the length of various1.
elements.

Establishing a "unit of measurement" based on a recognizable part of the2.
body, such as the head.

Creating a grid system to help place elements accurately within your3.
composition.

By mastering proportions, artists can create more believable and dynamic
figures.

3. Emphasizing Light and Shadow

Another key component of successful drawing is the effective use of light and
shadow. Loomis taught that understanding how light interacts with forms is
essential for creating depth and realism. Some techniques he advocated
include:

Identifying the light source in your composition.

Understanding the basic principles of shading, such as highlights, mid-
tones, and shadows.

Practicing various shading techniques, such as hatching, cross-hatching,
and stippling.

These techniques help to create three-dimensional forms on a two-dimensional
surface.



Techniques for Implementing Loomis's Principles

To effectively incorporate Loomis's teachings into your own art practice,
consider the following techniques:

1. Daily Sketching

One of the best ways to improve your drawing skills is through daily
practice. Set aside time each day to sketch from life or reference images.
Focus on applying Loomis’s principles of structure and proportion in your
sketches.

2. Study Anatomy

Understanding human anatomy is crucial for artists, especially those who
focus on figure drawing. Loomis’s books provide clear illustrations and
explanations of anatomical structures. Take the time to study these
resources, and consider:

Drawing from anatomical models or life drawing sessions.1.

Using Loomis's simplified forms to represent different body parts.2.

Creating your own anatomy reference sheets.3.

3. Analyze Master Works

Another effective technique is to analyze the works of master artists. Look
for how they apply the principles of structure, proportion, and light in
their drawings. Try to replicate their techniques in your own studies, paying
attention to the details that make their work stand out.

Resources for Further Learning

To deepen your understanding of successful drawing and Andrew Loomis’s
methods, consider exploring the following resources:

Books

- Successful Drawing: A comprehensive guide that covers Loomis’s foundational
principles.
- Figure Drawing for All It's Worth: Focused specifically on figure drawing,
this book provides in-depth techniques for capturing the human form.
- Creative Illustration: This book explores the relationship between drawing
and visual storytelling.



Online Courses and Tutorials

Many online platforms offer courses that incorporate Loomis's techniques.
Websites like Skillshare, Udemy, and YouTube have tutorials that break down
his principles and provide step-by-step guidance.

Art Communities and Forums

Joining online art communities or forums can provide valuable feedback and
support. Engaging with other artists who study Loomis’s works can help
solidify your understanding and motivate you to continue improving.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Successful Drawing by Andrew Loomis is an invaluable resource
for artists at every level. His principles of structure, proportion, and the
effective use of light and shadow provide a strong foundation for creating
realistic and compelling artwork. By embracing Loomis's methods, dedicating
time to practice, and continually seeking knowledge, you can develop your
drawing skills and find success in your artistic journey. Whether you are a
beginner or a seasoned artist, the teachings of Andrew Loomis will
undoubtedly enhance your ability to draw with confidence and precision.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Andrew Loomis and why is he significant in the
art world?

Andrew Loomis was an American illustrator and author known for his
instructional books on drawing and painting. His works, particularly
'Successful Drawing', have become essential resources for artists seeking to
improve their skills in figure drawing and composition.

What is the main focus of 'Successful Drawing' by
Andrew Loomis?

'Successful Drawing' focuses on the fundamentals of drawing, including
principles such as shape, form, light, and shadow. It emphasizes the
importance of observation and the understanding of anatomy for creating
realistic and compelling drawings.

How does Andrew Loomis approach the concept of
perspective in 'Successful Drawing'?

Loomis discusses perspective as a crucial element in creating depth and
realism in drawings. He provides techniques for understanding vanishing
points and horizon lines, which help artists accurately depict three-
dimensional space on a two-dimensional surface.



What techniques does Loomis suggest for improving
figure drawing in 'Successful Drawing'?

Loomis advocates for the use of simplified shapes and forms to construct the
human figure. He encourages artists to break down complex body parts into
basic geometric shapes, which aids in achieving accurate proportions and
poses.

Are there specific exercises recommended by Loomis in
'Successful Drawing'?

Yes, Loomis includes various exercises aimed at developing observational
skills, such as drawing from life, creating gesture drawings, and practicing
different angles and poses to enhance an artist's understanding of form and
movement.

How has 'Successful Drawing' influenced modern
artists and illustrators?

'Successful Drawing' has had a lasting impact on both aspiring and
professional artists by providing timeless principles of drawing that are
still relevant today. Many contemporary artists reference Loomis's methods
for their effectiveness in teaching the foundations of drawing.
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