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The Sullair 185 is a versatile and reliable portable air compressor that is widely used in
construction, mining, landscaping, and various other industries. To ensure optimal
performance and longevity of the Sullair 185, regular maintenance and servicing are
essential. The Sullair 185 service manual provides detailed instructions on how to perform
these maintenance tasks effectively. This article explores the key components of the
service manual, including maintenance schedules, troubleshooting, and repair procedures.

Overview of the Sullair 185 Air Compressor

The Sullair 185 is a compact, portable air compressor designed for high-efficiency and high-
performance applications. Key features include:

- Flow Capacity: Typically, the Sullair 185 can deliver 185 cubic feet per minute (CFM) of
compressed air.
- Power Source: It is powered by a diesel engine, providing reliable operation in remote
locations.
- Durability: Built with a robust frame and quality materials, it can withstand harsh working
conditions.

Understanding the specifications and capabilities of the Sullair 185 is essential for effective
service and maintenance.

Importance of the Service Manual

The Sullair 185 service manual serves as a critical resource for technicians and operators,
offering guidance on:

- Preventive Maintenance: Regular maintenance tasks to prolong the life of the compressor.
- Troubleshooting: Identifying and resolving common issues that may arise during
operation.
- Repair Procedures: Step-by-step instructions for repairing or replacing components.

By following the service manual, users can ensure that their Sullair 185 operates efficiently
and reliably.

Maintenance Schedule

Regular maintenance is vital for the Sullair 185. The service manual outlines a
comprehensive maintenance schedule, which typically includes:



Daily Maintenance

- Check oil levels and top off if necessary.
- Inspect air filters and clean or replace as needed.
- Examine the compressor for any visible leaks or damage.
- Ensure that the fuel tank is adequately filled.

Weekly Maintenance

- Change the engine oil and replace the oil filter.
- Inspect the belts for wear and proper tension.
- Check the battery and clean the terminals.
- Inspect the cooling system for any blockages or leaks.

Monthly Maintenance

- Replace the air filter if necessary.
- Inspect the fuel system for leaks and ensure proper fuel quality.
- Lubricate all moving parts as specified in the service manual.
- Perform a thorough inspection of the compressor frame and chassis.

Annual Maintenance

- Complete a comprehensive inspection of the entire system.
- Replace any worn or damaged components.
- Conduct performance tests to ensure the compressor is operating within specified
parameters.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with regular maintenance, issues may arise. The service manual provides
troubleshooting steps for common problems, including:

1. Compressor Fails to Start

- Check the Power Supply: Ensure the unit is properly connected to power and that the
circuit breaker is not tripped.
- Inspect the Battery: Look for corrosion on terminals and ensure the battery is charged.
- Examine Safety Switches: Check for any activated safety switches that may prevent
startup.



2. Low Air Output

- Inspect Air Filters: Clogged filters can restrict airflow; clean or replace them as necessary.
- Check for Leaks: Look for any air leaks in hoses and fittings.
- Examine the Pressure Regulator: Ensure it is functioning correctly and set to the
appropriate pressure.

3. Unusual Noises

- Listen for Loose Components: Check for loose bolts or damaged parts that may cause
rattling.
- Inspect the Engine: Unusual noises may indicate engine problems; check oil levels and
listen for irregular sounds from the engine block.

Repair Procedures

When troubleshooting reveals the need for repairs, the service manual provides detailed
procedures for various tasks.

Replacing the Air Filter

1. Turn off the compressor and disconnect the power supply.
2. Locate the air filter housing and remove the cover.
3. Carefully remove the old air filter.
4. Install the new air filter, ensuring a proper seal.
5. Replace the housing cover and secure it.

Changing the Oil

1. Run the compressor for a few minutes to warm the oil, making it easier to drain.
2. Turn off the engine and allow it to cool.
3. Remove the oil drain plug and drain the oil into a suitable container.
4. Replace the oil filter and install the new one.
5. Refill the engine with the recommended oil type and quantity.

Replacing the Fuel Filter

1. Turn off the fuel supply and relieve the pressure in the fuel system.
2. Locate the fuel filter and disconnect the fuel lines.
3. Remove the old fuel filter and replace it with a new one.



4. Reconnect the fuel lines, ensuring there are no leaks.
5. Turn the fuel supply back on and check for proper operation.

Safety Precautions

When working on the Sullair 185, it’s essential to follow safety precautions to prevent
accidents and injuries. These include:

- Always wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) such as gloves, goggles,
and ear protection.
- Ensure the compressor is turned off and disconnected from the power source before
performing any maintenance.
- Be aware of hot surfaces and moving parts to avoid burns or cuts.
- Keep the work area clean and free of obstacles to prevent slips and falls.

Conclusion

The Sullair 185 service manual is an indispensable tool for anyone responsible for the
maintenance and operation of this powerful air compressor. By adhering to the
maintenance schedule, troubleshooting common problems, and following repair procedures
outlined in the manual, users can ensure the longevity and reliability of their Sullair 185.
Proper care not only enhances performance but also minimizes downtime and repair costs,
making it a valuable asset on any job site. Whether you are a seasoned technician or a new
operator, familiarizing yourself with the service manual will empower you to maintain the
Sullair 185 effectively and safely.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Sullair 185 service manual?
The Sullair 185 service manual provides detailed information on the operation,
maintenance, and troubleshooting of Sullair 185 portable air compressors.

Where can I find the Sullair 185 service manual?
The Sullair 185 service manual can be found on the official Sullair website, authorized
dealers, or through various online resources and forums.

What are the key maintenance tasks outlined in the
Sullair 185 service manual?
Key maintenance tasks include checking and changing the oil, replacing air filters,
inspecting hoses and connections, and performing regular operational checks.



How often should I service my Sullair 185 according to
the service manual?
The service manual recommends servicing the Sullair 185 every 250 hours of operation or
at least once a year, whichever comes first.

What type of oil is recommended for the Sullair 185 air
compressor?
The Sullair 185 service manual specifies using Sullair-approved lubricating oil to ensure
optimal performance and longevity of the compressor.

Does the Sullair 185 service manual include
troubleshooting tips?
Yes, the service manual includes a troubleshooting section that outlines common issues
and their solutions to help users diagnose problems effectively.

Can I download the Sullair 185 service manual in PDF
format?
Yes, the Sullair 185 service manual is often available for download in PDF format from the
Sullair website or other authorized online platforms.

What safety precautions are mentioned in the Sullair
185 service manual?
The service manual emphasizes safety precautions such as wearing appropriate personal
protective equipment, ensuring the compressor is shut down during maintenance, and
following lockout/tagout procedures.

Are there any specific tools required for servicing the
Sullair 185?
The manual lists specific tools needed for servicing the Sullair 185, including wrenches,
screwdrivers, and any special tools for removing parts.

What should I do if I lose my Sullair 185 service
manual?
If you lose your service manual, you can request a replacement from Sullair or download a
digital copy from their official website.
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