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Burnett

A Little Princess is a beloved children's novel written by Frances Hodgson
Burnett, first published in 1905. The story follows the life of a young girl
named Sara Crewe, who faces dramatic changes in her circumstances but
maintains her inner strength and kindness throughout her trials. The novel
explores themes of resilience, friendship, and the impact of social class,
making it a timeless classic that resonates with readers of all ages.

Plot Overview

The story begins in a luxurious London boarding school, where Sara Crewe is
introduced as a wealthy and imaginative girl. Her father, Captain Crewe, is a
diamond mine owner who has sent her to the school while he works in India.
Sara is treated like a princess by her peers and teachers due to her father's
wealth, and she has a vivid imagination, which helps her cope with the
challenges of being away from home.

However, everything changes when news arrives that Captain Crewe has died,
leaving Sara with no fortune. The headmistress of the school, Miss Minchin,
who had always resented Sara's privileged status, quickly turns against her.
In a cruel twist of fate, Sara is relegated to the status of a servant,
forced to work in the attic and treated poorly by the other girls and staff.

Sara's Resilience

Despite her unfortunate circumstances, Sara refuses to let her situation
define her. She relies on her imagination to create a world where she remains
a princess, despite her surroundings. Some key elements of Sara's resilience
include:

e Imagination: Sara often retreats into her imagination, creating stories
and characters that provide comfort and joy. She believes in the power
of thoughts and dreams, which helps her maintain a positive outlook.

e Kindness: Throughout her hardships, Sara remains kind to those around
her, including the other girls in the school and the servants. This



kindness earns her the respect and admiration of others.

e Friendship: Sara forms a strong bond with a fellow student, Becky, who
is also mistreated. Their friendship provides support and companionship
in difficult times.

Key Characters

Several characters play pivotal roles in A Little Princess, each contributing
to Sara's journey and the overarching themes of the novel:

1. Sara Crewe: The protagonist, a kind-hearted and imaginative girl who
faces adversity with grace.

2. Miss Minchin: The headmistress of the boarding school, who symbolizes
cruelty and the harshness of social class.

3. Becky: A servant girl at the school who becomes Sara's closest friend
and ally.

4. Mr. Carrisford: A wealthy man who becomes an important figure in Sara's
life, ultimately helping her rise from her misfortune.

5. Ermengarde: A fellow student who befriends Sara and provides support
during their time at the school.

The Theme of Friendship

Friendship is a central theme in A Little Princess, serving as a source of
comfort and strength for Sara. The bonds she forms with Becky and Ermengarde
highlight the importance of support during tough times. Their relationships
demonstrate that true friendship transcends social status, and they find joy
and solace in each other's company despite their struggles.

Transformation and Hope

As the story progresses, Sara's life takes a turn when she meets Mr.
Carrisford, an old friend of her father's. Mr. Carrisford, who is also
wealthy but has faced his own hardships, recognizes Sara's character and
kindness. His decision to help her marks a significant turning point in the



narrative, illustrating the idea that good deeds and kindness can lead to
unexpected rewards.

The transformation in Sara's life is gradual but profound. With Mr.
Carrisford's assistance, she is able to reclaim her status and live in a way
that reflects her true character. This transformation emphasizes themes of
hope and redemption, showing that even in the darkest times, light can
emerge.

Symbolism in the Novel

Burnett employs various symbols throughout A Little Princess to enrich the
narrative and convey deeper meanings:

e The Attic: Sara's new home in the attic symbolizes her fall from grace
but also serves as a space for her imagination to flourish.

e The India Doll: Given to Sara by her father, the doll represents her
childhood innocence and the love between her and her father.

e The Little Princess: The title itself symbolizes Sara's innate nobility
and the idea that true royalty comes from one's character, not wealth or
status.

Conclusion

A Little Princess is a poignant tale that illustrates the power of
resilience, kindness, and hope in the face of adversity. Frances Hodgson
Burnett masterfully weaves a story that captures the imaginations of readers
while imparting valuable lessons about friendship, social class, and the
strength of the human spirit. Sara Crewe's journey from a privileged girl to
a servant and back again serves as a reminder that true worth lies not in
material wealth but in one's character and the love one shares with others.

Through its timeless themes and relatable characters, A Little Princess

continues to inspire readers, encouraging them to embrace their inner
strength and remain hopeful, even when faced with life's challenges.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of 'A Little Princess'?

The central theme of 'A Little Princess' is the resilience of the human
spirit and the importance of kindness and imagination in overcoming
adversity.

Who is the main character in 'A Little Princess' and
what challenges does she face?

The main character is Sara Crewe, who faces the challenges of losing her
wealth and status after the death of her father, leading her to experience
hardship and mistreatment at the hands of her school headmistress.

How does Sara's character embody the idea of a
'little princess'?
Sara embodies the idea of a 'little princess' through her innate kindness,

empathy, and ability to maintain her dignity and hope, even when faced with
difficult circumstances.

What role does friendship play in 'A Little
Princess'?

Friendship plays a crucial role in 'A Little Princess' as it helps Sara
endure her struggles; her relationships with other characters, like Becky and
the mysterious attic man, provide her with support and companionship.

What is the significance of Sara's imagination in
the story?

Sara's imagination is significant as it allows her to escape her harsh
reality, creating a world of adventure and comfort that helps her cope with
her challenges and maintain her sense of self-worth.
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