
summer of my german soldier

summer of my german soldier is a compelling novel that explores themes of
identity, prejudice, and courage during a turbulent period in American
history. Written by Bette Greene, the book delves into the life of a young
Jewish girl in Arkansas who befriends a German prisoner of war during World
War II. This article provides an in-depth look at the novel’s plot,
characters, historical context, and its critical reception. Additionally, it
highlights the adaptations and the lasting impact of the story in literature
and education. Readers interested in historical fiction, coming-of-age
stories, and World War II narratives will find this overview informative and
engaging. The following sections will guide you through the essential aspects
of summer of my german soldier.
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Plot Summary of Summer of My German Soldier

The plot of summer of my german soldier centers around Patty Bergen, a
twelve-year-old Jewish girl living in the small town of Jenkinsville,
Arkansas, during World War II. Patty feels isolated and misunderstood by her
family and peers. Her life takes a dramatic turn when she discovers an
escaped German prisoner of war, Anton, hiding in the cellar of her family’s
grocery store. The story follows their unlikely friendship and the risks
Patty takes to protect Anton from capture. Throughout the narrative, Patty
confronts issues of loyalty, identity, and morality as wartime tensions
escalate.

Key Events in the Story

The novel unfolds through a series of significant events that shape Patty’s
growth and the development of the plot:

Patty’s discovery of Anton hiding in her cellar

The secret friendship that develops between Patty and Anton

Patty’s struggles with her family, particularly her mother



The moral dilemmas Patty faces as she helps Anton evade the authorities

The climax involving Anton’s capture and its impact on Patty

Main Characters and Their Development

summer of my german soldier features richly developed characters that
contribute to the emotional depth and complexity of the story. Each character
represents different perspectives on war, prejudice, and human connection.

Patty Bergen

Patty is the protagonist, a young Jewish girl who feels alienated in her
Southern community. Her character arc focuses on her journey from innocence
to a deeper understanding of herself and the world around her. Patty’s
empathy and bravery are central to the narrative, making her a relatable and
memorable character.

Anton

Anton is the German prisoner of war whose escape and subsequent friendship
with Patty drive the plot. Despite being an enemy soldier, Anton is portrayed
with humanity and dignity. His relationship with Patty challenges stereotypes
and highlights themes of compassion and shared humanity.

Supporting Characters

The novel also includes a range of supporting characters who influence
Patty’s experiences and the story’s themes:

Patty’s mother, who represents societal prejudices and the pressures of
conformity

Patty’s father, whose absence affects the family dynamic

Friends and townspeople, illustrating the small-town atmosphere and
cultural tensions

Historical Context and Setting

summer of my german soldier is set during World War II in the American South,
a period marked by racial and ethnic tensions as well as nationalistic



fervor. The historical backdrop plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative
and the characters’ experiences.

World War II in the American South

The novel captures the unique social dynamics of the South during the 1940s,
including prevalent anti-Semitism and xenophobia. The presence of German
prisoners of war in the United States, particularly in rural areas, adds an
authentic historical layer to the story.

Representation of Jewish Identity

Patty’s Jewish heritage is a significant aspect of the novel, highlighting
issues of discrimination and cultural identity in a predominantly Christian,
Southern community. This context enriches the themes of belonging and
resilience.

Small-Town Life in Jenkinsville

The setting of Jenkinsville is vividly portrayed, emphasizing the close-knit
yet sometimes oppressive nature of small-town society. The town serves as a
microcosm for broader social attitudes during the war era.

Themes and Literary Analysis

summer of my german soldier explores several profound themes that resonate
with readers across generations. The novel’s literary elements contribute to
its enduring appeal and critical acclaim.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Patty’s journey is one of self-discovery, as she grapples with her Jewish
identity and her personal values. The novel examines how identity is shaped
by external circumstances and internal courage.

Prejudice and Tolerance

The story confronts issues of prejudice—both anti-Semitism and xenophobia—and
promotes a message of tolerance and understanding. Patty’s relationship with
Anton challenges societal norms and stereotypes.



Courage and Moral Complexity

Patty’s decisions highlight the complexities of morality during wartime. The
novel does not present simple heroes or villains but instead portrays nuanced
characters navigating difficult choices.

Literary Techniques

The author employs vivid descriptions, first-person narration, and realistic
dialogue to immerse readers in Patty’s world. Symbolism and motifs enhance
the thematic depth, such as the cellar representing secrecy and refuge.

Critical Reception and Awards

Since its publication, summer of my german soldier has received widespread
critical praise for its sensitive treatment of difficult subjects and its
compelling storytelling. The novel has been recognized with several literary
awards and continues to be studied in academic settings.

Notable Awards

Georgia Children's Book Award

American Library Association Notable Book

International Reading Association Children's Book Award

Critical Acclaim

Critics have lauded the novel for its nuanced characters, historical
accuracy, and emotional impact. It is often cited as an important work in
children’s and young adult literature, particularly for its portrayal of
Jewish experiences and World War II history.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

summer of my german soldier has extended its influence beyond the literary
world through various adaptations and its role in education. The story’s
themes remain relevant, contributing to ongoing discussions about history,
prejudice, and empathy.



Film and Television Adaptations

The novel was adapted into a made-for-television movie in the late 1970s,
bringing the story to a wider audience. The adaptation received positive
reviews for its faithful representation of the source material and strong
performances.

Educational Use

summer of my german soldier is frequently included in school curricula to
teach historical context, literary analysis, and ethical discussions. Its
accessibility and emotional resonance make it a valuable resource for
educators.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

The novel’s exploration of themes such as tolerance and courage ensures its
continued relevance in contemporary discussions about diversity and human
rights. It remains a significant work for readers interested in history and
personal growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Summer of My German
Soldier'?

The novel 'Summer of My German Soldier' by Bette Greene tells the story of a
young Jewish-American girl named Patty Bergen during World War II, who
befriends and helps a German prisoner of war hiding near her home.

Who is the protagonist in 'Summer of My German
Soldier' and what challenges does she face?

The protagonist is Patty Bergen, a twelve-year-old girl who feels neglected
and misunderstood. She faces challenges related to her identity, family
dynamics, and the moral dilemma of helping an enemy soldier.

What themes are explored in 'Summer of My German
Soldier'?

The book explores themes such as friendship, prejudice, identity, courage,
and the complexities of right and wrong during wartime.

How does 'Summer of My German Soldier' address issues



of prejudice and acceptance?

Through Patty's friendship with the German soldier Anton, the story
challenges wartime prejudices and highlights the importance of looking beyond
nationality and stereotypes to see a person's humanity.

Has 'Summer of My German Soldier' been adapted into
other media?

Yes, 'Summer of My German Soldier' was adapted into a television movie in
1978, starring Kristy McNichol, which brought the story to a wider audience
and remains a notable adaptation.

Additional Resources
1. Secret Soldier
This historical novel delves into the hidden lives of soldiers during World
War II, focusing on the bonds formed between unlikely friends in a small
American town. Like *Summer of My German Soldier*, it explores themes of
identity, loyalty, and courage against the backdrop of wartime suspicion and
prejudice. The story highlights the struggles of characters caught between
their personal beliefs and societal expectations.

2. Code Name Verity
Set during World War II, this gripping novel tells the story of two young
women—one a spy and the other a pilot—whose friendship is tested by espionage
and war. With emotional depth and suspense, it parallels *Summer of My German
Soldier* in its portrayal of bravery and the complexities of wartime
alliances. The narrative challenges notions of trust and sacrifice under
extreme circumstances.

3. The Book Thief
Liesel Meminger’s story unfolds in Nazi Germany, where she finds solace in
stealing books and sharing them during the horrors of war. This novel, like
*Summer of My German Soldier*, emphasizes the innocence of youth amidst
conflict and the power of friendship to transcend hatred. It offers a
poignant look at the impact of war on ordinary lives.

4. When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit
This semi-autobiographical novel recounts a young Jewish girl’s escape from
Nazi Germany with her family. It shares thematic similarities with *Summer of
My German Soldier* by depicting the personal toll of war and the resilience
of children facing persecution. The story balances moments of humor with the
harsh realities of displacement.

5. Sarah’s Key
Set in both WWII France and the present day, this novel uncovers the story of
a young Jewish girl’s struggle during the Vel’ d’Hiv Roundup. Like *Summer of
My German Soldier*, it explores themes of memory, trauma, and the
consequences of prejudice. The dual timelines offer a powerful reflection on
history and its lasting effects.

6. Number the Stars
This historical fiction follows a Danish girl’s courageous efforts to help
her Jewish friend escape Nazi persecution. It shares with *Summer of My
German Soldier* a focus on childhood innocence amid wartime dangers and the
moral choices people make. The story highlights bravery and friendship in the



face of oppression.

7. The War That Saved My Life
A young girl with a physical disability escapes her abusive home in London
during WWII and finds a new life in the countryside. The novel echoes *Summer
of My German Soldier* in its themes of personal growth, acceptance, and the
impact of war on children’s lives. It is an uplifting tale of resilience and
hope.

8. Between Shades of Gray
This harrowing novel tells the story of a Lithuanian girl deported to a
Soviet labor camp during WWII. Similar to *Summer of My German Soldier*, it
deals with survival, human dignity, and the bonds formed under brutal
conditions. The narrative provides a poignant look at lesser-known aspects of
the war.

9. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Set in the American South during the Great Depression, this novel addresses
racial injustice and the strength of family ties. While not directly about
WWII, it shares *Summer of My German Soldier*’s exploration of prejudice and
the courage required to confront societal wrongs. The story is a powerful
depiction of standing up for what is right.
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