
summer of the 17th doll script
summer of the 17th doll script is a cornerstone of Australian theatre,
renowned for its authentic portrayal of working-class life and complex
interpersonal relationships. This iconic play, written by Ray Lawler in 1955,
is celebrated for its rich dialogue, vivid characters, and exploration of
themes such as loyalty, change, and the passage of time. The summer of the
17th doll script not only reflects the social realities of its era but also
continues to resonate with contemporary audiences through its timeless
narrative. This article delves into the origins, structure, and significance
of the summer of the 17th doll script, providing a comprehensive
understanding of its literary and cultural impact. Additionally, the
discussion includes key characters, thematic elements, and the play’s
contribution to Australian drama. The following table of contents outlines
the main sections covered in this article.
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Background and Historical Context

The summer of the 17th doll script emerged during a transformative period in
Australian theatre, marking a shift toward realistic and locally relevant
storytelling. Written by Ray Lawler, the play debuted in 1955 and is often
regarded as a milestone in Australian drama. It was among the first plays to
authentically depict Australian working-class life, focusing on the
experiences of sugarcane cutters in Queensland. The script’s historical
context is essential to understanding its narrative depth, as it reflects
post-war social dynamics, gender roles, and economic challenges faced by
Australians during the mid-20th century.

Origins of the Play

The script was inspired by Lawler’s observations and experiences living in
Melbourne and traveling in northern Queensland. The summer of the 17th doll



script was initially presented as a one-act play titled The Doll before being
expanded into a full-length production. Its premiere marked a departure from
the predominantly British-influenced theatrical works prevalent in Australia
at the time, introducing a distinctive Australian voice and vernacular into
the theater scene.

Social and Cultural Influences

The play captures the social realities of itinerant workers, highlighting
themes such as transient relationships, economic hardship, and the search for
stability. The script reflects the cultural landscape of 1950s Australia,
including the tension between traditional values and emerging modern
attitudes. This context enriches the dialogue and character interactions,
making the summer of the 17th doll script a valuable document of Australian
society during this era.

Structure and Format of the Script

The summer of the 17th doll script is structured as a three-act play,
following a linear narrative that unfolds over the course of a summer. The
format adheres to classical playwriting conventions while integrating
naturalistic dialogue and stage directions that enhance the realism of the
setting and characters. The script’s pacing and scene transitions are
carefully crafted to build tension and develop emotional complexity.

Act Breakdown

Each act in the summer of the 17th doll script serves a specific dramatic
purpose:

Act One: Introduction of characters and establishment of the annual
reunion tradition.

Act Two: Rising conflict and revelation of personal struggles.

Act Three: Climax and resolution, highlighting the consequences of
change.



Dialogue and Stage Directions

The script employs colloquial Australian English, capturing the authentic
speech patterns of the characters. Lawler’s detailed stage directions provide
guidance on tone, movement, and setting, contributing to the immersive
theatrical experience. The interplay between dialogue and action is a
defining feature of the summer of the 17th doll script, emphasizing character
development and thematic depth.

Main Characters and Character Analysis

The summer of the 17th doll script features a small but dynamic cast whose
interactions drive the narrative forward. Each character embodies distinct
social roles and personal conflicts, making the play a rich study of human
behavior and relationships.

Barney Ibbot

Barney is one of the two cane cutters who returns annually to Melbourne to
spend the summer with their partners. He is characterized by his loyalty and
underlying insecurity about the future. His relationship with Olive reveals
the tension between idealism and reality, as he struggles to reconcile the
past with present challenges.

Roo Webber

Roo, the other cane cutter, serves as a foil to Barney. His pragmatic and
sometimes cynical outlook contrasts with Barney’s hopeful nature. Roo’s
interactions in the summer of the 17th doll script highlight themes of
masculinity, aging, and disillusionment.

Olive Leech

Olive represents the emotional core of the play. Her hopes and
disappointments reflect the struggles faced by women in a male-dominated
society. The summer of the 17th doll script uses Olive’s character to explore
themes of sacrifice, love, and resilience.



Emma Leech

Emma, Olive’s sister, provides a contrasting perspective through her
practicality and skepticism. Her presence introduces additional complexity to
the narrative, representing societal expectations and family dynamics.

Themes and Symbolism

The summer of the 17th doll script is rich with themes that contribute to its
enduring significance. These themes are intricately woven into the dialogue
and character interactions, supported by symbolic elements that enhance the
play’s meaning.

Change and the Passage of Time

One of the central themes is the inevitability of change. The annual summer
reunion symbolizes a desire to preserve the past, but the script reveals how
time alters relationships and aspirations. This theme resonates through the
characters’ struggles to adapt to new realities.

Loyalty and Betrayal

The script explores loyalty in personal relationships and among friends,
juxtaposed with moments of betrayal and disappointment. These dynamics create
dramatic tension and highlight the fragility of human connections.

Symbolism of the Doll

The “17th doll” itself is a powerful symbol within the script, representing
the longevity and eventual fragility of the characters’ traditions and
illusions. It embodies hope, nostalgia, and the bittersweet nature of holding
onto memories.

Social Class and Gender Roles

The summer of the 17th doll script critiques societal structures,
particularly the limitations imposed by class and gender. It portrays the
challenges faced by working-class Australians and the constrained roles



available to women in the 1950s.

Impact and Legacy of the Script

The summer of the 17th doll script holds a distinguished place in the history
of Australian theatre, influencing generations of playwrights and audiences.
Its realistic portrayal of Australian life helped to establish a national
theatrical identity and inspired further development of local dramatic
literature.

Cultural Significance

The play’s success marked a turning point in Australian cultural expression,
encouraging authenticity and local storytelling. The summer of the 17th doll
script remains a staple in educational curricula and theatrical repertoires,
celebrated for its contribution to the arts.

Adaptations and Performances

Since its debut, the script has been adapted into various forms, including
film and radio, expanding its reach beyond the stage. Numerous productions
have kept the summer of the 17th doll script relevant, with directors and
actors bringing new interpretations to the text while preserving its core
message.

Influence on Australian Drama

The script paved the way for other Australian playwrights to explore
indigenous themes and local narratives. Its blend of realism, social
commentary, and character-driven storytelling set a standard for Australian
drama, influencing works well into the 21st century.

Authentic representation of Australian vernacular and culture

Introduction of working-class protagonists in theatre

Exploration of universal themes through a local lens

Encouragement of new Australian playwrights and theatrical works



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script about?
The 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script is a play by Ray Lawler that explores
the lives, relationships, and struggles of two cane cutters and their
partners over seventeen consecutive summers in Australia.

Who wrote the 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script?
The 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script was written by Australian playwright Ray
Lawler.

When was the 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script first
performed?
The 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script was first performed in 1955.

Why is the 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script
considered significant in Australian theatre?
The script is significant because it was one of the first Australian plays to
portray authentic Australian characters and settings, marking a turning point
in Australian drama.

Where can I find the full 'Summer of the 17th Doll'
script?
The full script can often be found in libraries, bookstores, or online
platforms that sell or lend playscripts, such as Australian theatre websites
or academic resources.

Are there any notable adaptations of the 'Summer of
the 17th Doll' script?
Yes, the play has been adapted into films, radio dramas, and television
productions since its debut.

What themes are explored in the 'Summer of the 17th
Doll' script?
The script explores themes such as aging, change, love, disillusionment, and
Australian identity.



How does the 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script
reflect Australian culture?
It reflects Australian culture through its depiction of working-class life,
vernacular language, and the unique lifestyle of cane cutters in Queensland.

Is the 'Summer of the 17th Doll' script suitable for
school productions?
Yes, the script is frequently used in school and community theatre
productions due to its rich characters and cultural significance.

What is the structure of the 'Summer of the 17th
Doll' script?
The script is structured as a three-act play focusing on character
development and dramatic tension over the course of one summer.

Additional Resources
1. Summer of the Seventeenth Doll by Ray Lawler
This is the original play that revolutionized Australian theatre. It tells
the story of two cane cutters and their relationships with two women over
seventeen consecutive summers. The play explores themes of change, aging, and
the clash between tradition and modernity in post-war Australia.

2. Australian Drama: A Historical and Critical Survey by Richard Fotheringham
and Angela Turner
This comprehensive survey covers the development of Australian drama,
including an in-depth analysis of "Summer of the Seventeenth Doll." It
provides historical context and critical insights into the themes and impact
of the play within Australian theatre.

3. Ray Lawler: A Critical Study by Peter Fitzpatrick
This critical study focuses on the works of Ray Lawler, with particular
attention to "Summer of the Seventeenth Doll." It examines Lawler’s writing
style, thematic concerns, and his influence on Australian drama.

4. Australian Plays: Twenty Contemporary Works edited by David Carpenter
This collection features a range of important Australian plays, including
excerpts from "Summer of the Seventeenth Doll." The book offers readers a
broader understanding of the landscape of Australian theatre during the
mid-20th century.

5. Theatre and Identity in Australia by Jane Goodall
Exploring how Australian theatre reflects national identity, this book
discusses "Summer of the Seventeenth Doll" as a key text that portrays
Australian working-class life and cultural change. It situates the play



within broader discussions of identity and representation on stage.

6. Stages of Change: Australian Theatre Since 1950 by Philip Parsons
This book traces the evolution of Australian theatre post-1950, highlighting
the significance of "Summer of the Seventeenth Doll" in shaping modern
Australian drama. It offers insights into theatrical trends and social
contexts of the time.

7. Performing Australia: Contemporary Australian Theatre by Helen Gilbert and
Anna Edmundson
This volume examines contemporary performances and their roots, with
references to seminal works like "Summer of the Seventeenth Doll." It
explores how the play’s themes resonate with current Australian theatrical
practices.

8. Working-Class Voices in Australian Drama by Rob Johnson
Focusing on portrayals of working-class characters, this book analyzes
"Summer of the Seventeenth Doll" as a landmark in representing ordinary
Australians on stage. It discusses socio-economic themes and character
development in the play.

9. Australian Literature and Theatre: Cultural Reflections by Susan Lever
This text delves into Australian literature and theatre as mirrors of
cultural and social change. It includes discussions of "Summer of the
Seventeenth Doll" and its role in reflecting post-war Australian society’s
hopes and anxieties.
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