
super mario 64 guide
super mario 64 guide offers an in-depth walkthrough and essential strategies
for mastering one of the most iconic platformers in gaming history. This
comprehensive guide covers everything from basic controls and movement
techniques to detailed star locations and boss strategies across all worlds.
Whether aiming to complete the game 100% or seeking efficient star collection
routes, this guide provides valuable insights for players of all skill
levels. Additionally, it explores secrets, glitches, and tips that enhance
gameplay and speedrunning tactics. The guide ensures players understand key
mechanics, level designs, and how to overcome challenging obstacles. Below is
a structured table of contents outlining the main topics covered to help
navigate the extensive content.

Gameplay Basics and Controls

Worlds and Star Locations

Boss Battles and Key Challenges

Secrets, Glitches, and Advanced Tips

Speedrunning Strategies

Gameplay Basics and Controls
Understanding the fundamental gameplay mechanics and controls in Super Mario
64 is crucial for effective navigation and star collection. The game utilizes
the Nintendo 64 controller’s analog stick for fluid movement, allowing Mario
to perform various actions such as running, jumping, and crouching. Mastery
of these controls lays the foundation for tackling more complex maneuvers and
obstacles throughout the game.

Movement Techniques
Mario's movement mechanics include walking, running, jumping, crouching, and
swimming, each necessary for different challenges. Precise control over
Mario's speed and direction is key to navigating levels efficiently. For
example, the long jump is a vital technique for crossing large gaps, while
the wall kick helps scale vertical surfaces.



Camera Control
The camera system in Super Mario 64 provides multiple perspectives that can
be adjusted using the C-buttons. Effective camera management enables better
visibility of the environment and hazards, improving platforming accuracy and
star collection efficiency.

Power-ups and Items
Throughout the game, Mario can collect power-ups such as the Wing Cap, Metal
Cap, and Vanish Cap, each granting unique abilities essential for accessing
hidden areas and completing specific stars. Knowing when and how to use these
power-ups greatly enhances progression through challenging levels.

Worlds and Star Locations
Super Mario 64 features 15 main courses, each containing multiple Power Stars
that must be collected to advance. This section details the layout of each
world and provides star-by-star guidance to ensure no collectible is missed.

Bob-omb Battlefield
The first course introduces players to the game’s core mechanics. Stars here
include simple tasks such as defeating King Bob-omb and racing Koopa the
Quick. Understanding this world sets the tone for future challenges.

Whomp’s Fortress
This fortress-themed level requires players to navigate moving platforms and
defeat the giant Whomp King. Stars include locating hidden areas and
completing time-based challenges that test platforming skills.

More Course Overviews
Other notable courses include Jolly Roger Bay, Cool, Cool Mountain, and Big
Boo’s Haunt, each with unique environments and star requirements. Detailed
walkthroughs cover star objectives, including collection of coins, defeating
mini-bosses, and solving puzzles.

Star Collection Tips
Efficient star collection involves prioritizing objectives based on
difficulty and accessibility. Some stars require power-ups or keys obtained



from defeating bosses, so planning the order of star acquisition can save
significant time.

Boss Battles and Key Challenges
Boss encounters in Super Mario 64 are critical milestones that unlock new
areas and progress the storyline. This section examines strategies for
defeating each boss and overcoming major obstacles.

King Bob-omb
The first boss fight requires grabbing King Bob-omb from behind and throwing
him three times before he falls. Timing and positioning are essential to
avoid damage and complete the battle efficiently.

Whomp King
Whomp King is defeated by dodging his stomps and jumping on his back multiple
times. Understanding his attack patterns reduces the risk of losing health
during the fight.

Bowser Battles
There are three battles against Bowser, each progressively more difficult.
The primary method of defeating Bowser involves grabbing his tail, spinning
him around, and throwing him into bombs located around the arena. Learning
Bowser’s attack timing and maintaining spatial awareness are key to success.

Secrets, Glitches, and Advanced Tips
Super Mario 64 contains numerous hidden secrets and glitches that can be
exploited for advantage or speedrunning. This section explores these advanced
techniques and lesser-known facts.

Hidden Areas and Stars
Several stars are hidden behind secret walls, underwater passages, or require
specific power-ups to access. Knowing these secrets allows for faster star
collection and unlocking additional content.



Notable Glitches
Glitches such as the Backwards Long Jump (BLJ) enable players to bypass
certain barriers and reach otherwise inaccessible areas early. While not
intended by the developers, these glitches are widely used in speedrunning
communities.

Advanced Movement Techniques
Techniques like the triple jump, wall kick, and dive boost increase Mario's
mobility and can be combined for complex maneuvers. Mastering these moves is
essential for tackling the toughest platforming sequences.

Speedrunning Strategies
Speedrunning Super Mario 64 requires precise execution and knowledge of
optimized routes for star collection and boss fights. This section outlines
common strategies used by top players to minimize completion time.

Route Optimization
Choosing the most efficient path through courses and prioritizing stars that
grant quick access to others is fundamental to fast completion. Many
speedrunners use a combination of star skipping and glitch exploitation to
achieve record times.

Practice and Consistency
Consistent execution of jumps, attacks, and camera control reduces errors and
improves overall run quality. Regular practice of difficult segments is
necessary to maintain speed and accuracy.

Use of Power-ups
Proper timing of Wing Cap and Metal Cap usage can significantly reduce
traversal time and simplify challenging platforming sections. Speedrunners
often plan cap usage to maximize efficiency in star collection.

Master basic and advanced movement controls

Understand each world’s layout and star requirements

Learn boss patterns and defeat strategies



Explore secrets and utilize glitches where applicable

Implement optimized routes for speedrunning

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best strategy to collect all 120 stars
in Super Mario 64?
To collect all 120 stars efficiently, focus on mastering each level's unique
challenges, use the cannon and wing cap wisely, and explore every hidden
area. Prioritize stars that unlock new levels and practice difficult
platforming sections to improve speed and precision.

How do I unlock the Metal Cap in Super Mario 64?
To unlock the Metal Cap, first collect at least 50 stars to enter Hazy Maze
Cave. Then, find the Metal Cap switch inside the cave and activate it to wear
the Metal Cap, which makes Mario invincible and allows him to walk
underwater.

Where can I find the secret 100 coin stars in each
level?
In every main course, there is a secret star awarded for collecting 100
coins. Thoroughly explore the level to find all coin placements, defeat
enemies, and break boxes to reach the 100-coin threshold and earn the star.

What are the controls for performing advanced moves
like the long jump or wall kick?
To perform a long jump, run forward, press the Z button to crouch, and
immediately press the jump button (A). For a wall kick, jump towards a wall,
press the jump button again when Mario touches the wall to kick off it.

How can I access the secret slide in Cool, Cool
Mountain?
Enter Cool, Cool Mountain and look for the small igloo near the start.
Inside, you'll find a baby penguin. Carry the penguin to the top of the slide
and return it to its mother to receive a star.



What is the fastest way to defeat Bowser in Super
Mario 64?
The fastest method to defeat Bowser is to grab his tail, swing him around to
throw him into bombs placed around the arena. Repeat this two or three times
depending on the Bowser encounter to win quickly.

How do I unlock the Wing Cap in Super Mario 64?
To unlock the Wing Cap, collect at least 8 stars to open the door in the
castle's main hall leading to the Tower of the Wing Cap. Then, complete the
Wing Cap course to gain the ability to spawn the Wing Cap in other levels.

Are there any useful glitches or tricks to speedrun
Super Mario 64?
Yes, speedrunners use glitches like the Backwards Long Jump (BLJ) to bypass
doors and skip sections. Learning advanced movement techniques and precise
inputs can significantly reduce completion time.

Additional Resources
1. Super Mario 64: The Complete Strategy Guide
This comprehensive guide covers every level and secret in Super Mario 64. It
provides detailed walkthroughs, star locations, and tips for mastering tricky
jumps and puzzles. Perfect for both new players and speedrunners aiming for a
flawless run.

2. Mastering Super Mario 64: Advanced Techniques and Secrets
Dive deep into advanced gameplay techniques, including glitch exploitation
and speedrunning tactics. This book explores lesser-known secrets and offers
expert strategies to improve your skill and efficiency. A must-have for
players looking to push their limits.

3. The Art of Super Mario 64: Level Design and Game Mechanics
Explore the creative design behind Super Mario 64’s iconic levels and
mechanics. This book analyzes the game’s architecture, enemy placements, and
physics to reveal what makes it a timeless classic. Ideal for game designers
and enthusiasts alike.

4. Super Mario 64 Star Guide: Collect Them All
Focuses exclusively on the 120 Power Stars scattered throughout the game.
Each star’s location is explained with step-by-step instructions and helpful
hints. Great for completionists aiming to unlock every part of the game.

5. Speedrunning Super Mario 64: Techniques and Records
A detailed manual for aspiring speedrunners, this book breaks down category-
specific strategies and world record runs. It also covers timing methods,



controller setups, and community resources. Learn how to optimize your
gameplay and compete at a high level.

6. Secrets of Super Mario 64: Hidden Levels and Easter Eggs
Uncover the game’s hidden content, from secret stars to obscure Easter eggs
left by the developers. The book includes rare screenshots and developer
commentary to enrich your understanding of the game’s lore. Perfect for fans
who want to explore beyond the surface.

7. Super Mario 64 Multiplayer Mayhem
Although the original game is single-player, this guide explores fan-made
multiplayer mods and how to set them up. It also highlights cooperative and
competitive strategies players use in custom versions. A fun resource for
those interested in multiplayer experiences.

8. Super Mario 64: Nostalgia and Legacy
A retrospective look at the cultural impact and legacy of Super Mario 64.
This book features interviews with developers, fan stories, and a timeline of
the game’s influence on the industry. A heartfelt tribute for longtime fans
and historians.

9. Super Mario 64 Beginner’s Guide: Tips for New Players
Designed for newcomers, this guide simplifies the basics of gameplay,
controls, and objectives. It includes easy-to-follow tips to get started and
avoid common pitfalls. Ideal for players who want to enjoy the game without
frustration.
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