
susan cooper the dark is rising
susan cooper the dark is rising is a seminal work in the fantasy genre,
captivating readers with its blend of myth, magic, and adventure. This novel,
part of the acclaimed series "The Dark is Rising Sequence," showcases
Cooper's masterful storytelling and rich use of British folklore. The story
follows a young protagonist who discovers his destiny in the battle between
the forces of Light and Dark. Understanding the themes, characters, and
cultural impact of this book provides deeper insight into why it remains a
beloved classic. This article explores the novel's background, plot elements,
critical reception, and legacy in children’s literature. Below is a detailed
table of contents for easier navigation through these topics.
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Overview of Susan Cooper and The Dark is Rising
Susan Cooper is a British author renowned for her contributions to children’s
fantasy literature, with susan cooper the dark is rising standing out as a
pivotal work. Published in 1973, this novel is the second installment in "The
Dark is Rising Sequence," a five-book series that combines elements of
Arthurian legend, Celtic mythology, and modern-day adventure. Cooper's
writing style is characterized by its lyrical prose, atmospheric settings,
and intricate plotting, which have earned her a dedicated readership and
critical acclaim. The novel’s setting in the English countryside provides a
vivid backdrop that enhances the mystical and timeless quality of the
narrative.

The Author’s Background and Inspirations
Susan Cooper was born in 1935 and developed a deep interest in mythology and
folklore at an early age. Her academic background and passion for
storytelling influenced her approach to writing fantasy, emphasizing
authenticity and cultural depth. The Dark is Rising, in particular, draws



heavily from British and Celtic myths, integrating these traditional stories
into a contemporary narrative that resonates with young readers and adults
alike.

The Dark is Rising Sequence
The series consists of five books: "Over Sea, Under Stone," "The Dark is
Rising," "Greenwitch," "The Grey King," and "Silver on the Tree." Each book
builds upon the mythology introduced in the first two, expanding the scope of
the conflict between Light and Dark. The sequence as a whole is celebrated
for its cohesive world-building and the evolution of its characters, most
notably the protagonist Will Stanton.

Plot Summary and Key Themes
susan cooper the dark is rising centers on Will Stanton, an eleven-year-old
boy who discovers on his birthday that he is the last of the Old Ones, a
group of immortal beings dedicated to protecting the world from the Dark. As
the story unfolds, Will embarks on a quest to find six magical Signs that
will help him defeat the rising forces of evil threatening the balance of the
universe.

Major Plot Points

Will's discovery of his powers and identity as an Old One.

The introduction of the struggle between the Light and Dark forces.

The journey to locate and collect the six Signs.

Encounters with mythical creatures and ancient magic.

The climax involving a battle to prevent the Dark from gaining
supremacy.

Key Themes Explored
The novel explores themes of good versus evil, the importance of courage and
self-discovery, and the connection between the past and present. The theme of
time is also central, as Will’s quest involves navigating different eras and
understanding historical cycles. Additionally, the story emphasizes the power
of knowledge and tradition, highlighting how ancient wisdom can inform modern
challenges.



Main Characters and Their Roles
The strength of susan cooper the dark is rising lies not only in its plot but
also in its well-developed characters who embody the thematic elements of the
story. Each character contributes to the narrative’s progression and enriches
the mythological framework.

Will Stanton
Will is the protagonist and the last of the Old Ones. His character arc
centers on his acceptance of his destiny and his growth from an ordinary boy
into a powerful guardian of the Light. Will’s courage, intelligence, and
resilience drive the story forward.

Key Supporting Characters

Gavin and Merriman Lyon: Will’s uncles who guide and assist him in his
quest.

Grimalkin: A mysterious black cat who is an ally of the Light and aids
Will.

Dark Riders: The antagonists representing the forces of evil who seek to
thwart Will’s mission.

Mythology and Symbolism in The Dark is Rising
Susan Cooper’s novel is rich with mythology and symbolism, which adds layers
of meaning and depth to the narrative. The use of Celtic and Arthurian
legends builds a timeless quality, linking the present-day story to ancient
traditions.

Integration of Celtic Mythology
The Dark is Rising sequence incorporates elements such as the concept of the
Old Ones, figures with supernatural powers who serve the Light. The symbols
and magical artifacts Will seeks are deeply rooted in Celtic lore, including
references to nature, seasons, and the eternal struggle between light and
darkness.



Symbolic Elements

The Six Signs: Each sign represents a different element or force crucial
to maintaining balance.

Light vs. Dark: The central duality symbolizes good and evil, order and
chaos.

The Wheel of the Year: Seasonal cycles symbolize the passage of time and
renewal.

Reception and Critical Analysis
Since its publication, susan cooper the dark is rising has been widely
praised for its literary quality and imaginative narrative. Critics have
lauded Cooper’s ability to weave myth into a compelling modern story, as well
as her skill in creating atmosphere and suspense.

Critical Acclaim
The novel received several prestigious awards, including the Newbery Honor in
1974, recognizing its significance in children’s literature. Literary
analysts often highlight Cooper’s sophisticated prose and thematic
complexity, which appeal to both young readers and adults.

Academic Perspectives
Scholars have examined the novel through various lenses, including its use of
folklore, its portrayal of heroism, and its exploration of temporal themes.
The book is frequently cited in studies of fantasy literature's evolution,
particularly for its role in elevating the genre’s literary status.

Legacy and Influence in Fantasy Literature
susan cooper the dark is rising has left a lasting impact on the fantasy
genre, inspiring subsequent authors and contributing to the popularity of
myth-based storytelling. Its blend of mythology and modern adventure set a
precedent for later works that explore similar themes.



Influence on Contemporary Fantasy Writers
Many contemporary fantasy authors acknowledge Cooper’s work as a foundational
influence, particularly her integration of folklore with a compelling
narrative structure. The atmospheric tone and moral complexity present in her
writing resonate in numerous fantasy novels published in the decades
following.

Adaptations and Cultural Presence

A 2007 film adaptation, though not critically acclaimed, brought renewed
attention to the novel.

The series continues to be read widely in schools and libraries,
maintaining its relevance for new generations.

Numerous editions and reprints attest to the enduring popularity of the
book and series.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Susan Cooper in relation to 'The Dark Is
Rising' series?
Susan Cooper is the author of 'The Dark Is Rising' series, a classic fantasy
collection that follows the battle between the forces of Light and Dark.

What is the main plot of 'The Dark Is Rising' by
Susan Cooper?
'The Dark Is Rising' centers on Will Stanton, a young boy who discovers he is
the last of the Old Ones, beings dedicated to protecting the world from the
Dark, and his quest to gather magical signs to defeat the rising evil.

How does Susan Cooper incorporate British folklore
in 'The Dark Is Rising'?
Susan Cooper weaves British folklore, myths, and Arthurian legends throughout
the series, enriching the narrative with traditional elements like the Old
Ones, magical signs, and ancient prophecies.



What themes are explored in Susan Cooper's 'The Dark
Is Rising'?
The series explores themes such as the struggle between good and evil, the
importance of courage and destiny, the power of nature, and the transition
from childhood to adulthood.

Has 'The Dark Is Rising' by Susan Cooper been
adapted into other media?
Yes, 'The Dark Is Rising' was adapted into a 2007 film titled 'The Seeker:
The Dark Is Rising,' though it received mixed reviews and differs
significantly from the book.

Additional Resources
1. The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper
This classic fantasy novel follows Will Stanton, who discovers on his 11th
birthday that he is the last of the Old Ones, warriors dedicated to fighting
the forces of the Dark. As Will embarks on a quest to gather the six magical
Signs, he faces ancient evils threatening the balance between Light and Dark.
The story combines British folklore and Arthurian legend, creating a rich,
atmospheric tale.

2. The Grey King by Susan Cooper
The fourth book in The Dark Is Rising Sequence, this story focuses on a boy
named Will Stanton who meets a mysterious boy called Bran. Set in Wales, the
novel explores themes of identity, loyalty, and the struggle between Light
and Dark. Rich in Welsh mythology, it deepens the series' exploration of
ancient magic and destiny.

3. Greenwitch by Susan Cooper
In the third book of The Dark Is Rising Sequence, the Drew children visit the
English coast, where they encounter the Greenwitch, a mysterious figure tied
to ancient rituals. The story weaves together elements of folklore and
supernatural suspense as the children strive to thwart the Dark's plans. This
installment emphasizes the power of sacrifice and hope.

4. The Owl Service by Alan Garner
This novel explores Welsh mythology through the story of three teenagers who
uncover a mysterious set of dinner plates depicting an ancient myth. As the
myth seems to come alive, the characters are drawn into a cycle of tragedy
and rebirth. Like Cooper's work, it blends modern settings with Celtic legend
and supernatural themes.

5. Over Sea, Under Stone by Susan Cooper
The first book in The Dark Is Rising Sequence introduces the Drew siblings as
they uncover a secret map and a dark mystery in Cornwall. The story sets the



stage for the series' overarching battle between Light and Dark, combining
adventure with elements of British folklore. It’s a captivating start to the
series for readers who enjoy mythic fantasy.

6. The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander
This fantasy novel, the first in The Chronicles of Prydain series, follows
Taran, an assistant pig-keeper, on a quest to stop an evil warlord. Drawing
heavily on Welsh mythology, it shares thematic similarities with Cooper’s
work, including the fight between good and evil and the journey of self-
discovery. The series is beloved for its rich storytelling and memorable
characters.

7. The Weirdstone of Brisingamen by Alan Garner
Set in the English Peak District, this novel involves two children who become
embroiled in an ancient struggle between magical forces. Like Cooper's books,
it incorporates folklore and myth into a contemporary setting, creating a
mysterious and enchanting atmosphere. The narrative is filled with suspense
and vivid descriptions of the landscape.

8. The Iron King by Julie Kagawa
This modern fantasy novel features a teenage girl discovering she is part
faery and drawn into the dangerous world of the fae. It shares with Cooper’s
work the theme of hidden magical worlds intersecting with the ordinary, and
the conflict between opposing supernatural forces. The book combines romance,
adventure, and mythic elements.

9. The Mabinogion translated by Jeffrey Gantz
This is a collection of medieval Welsh tales that form the foundation for
much of the mythology explored in The Dark Is Rising Sequence. Filled with
heroes, magic, and ancient gods, these stories provide rich background and
inspiration for fans of Susan Cooper’s work. Reading The Mabinogion offers
deeper insight into the cultural and mythological roots of her novels.
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