susan polis schutz love is

susan polis schutz love is a phrase that resonates deeply within the world of poetry and
heartfelt expression. Susan Polis Schutz is a renowned poet and writer best known for her
poignant and inspiring verses about love, life, and human connection. Her iconic poem
"Love Is" captures the essence of love in a way that is both universal and intimately
personal. This article explores the significance of Susan Polis Schutz's work, the themes she
explores in her poetry, and the lasting impact of her famous poem "Love Is" on readers
worldwide. By examining her poetic style, influences, and contributions to contemporary
literature, this article provides a comprehensive understanding of why Susan Polis Schutz
remains a beloved figure in the realm of love poetry. The following sections will delve into
the background of Susan Polis Schutz, analyze the poem "Love Is," and explore the broader
themes of love as portrayed in her works.
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Background of Susan Polis Schutz

Susan Polis Schutz is an American poet, writer, and filmmaker whose work has touched
millions through its heartfelt exploration of love and relationships. Born in 1944, Schutz
began her poetic career in the 1960s and quickly gained recognition for her ability to
articulate complex emotions in simple yet profound language. Alongside her husband,
Stephen Schutz, she co-founded Blue Mountain Arts, a publishing company that popularized
inspirational poetry and greeting cards. Her poetry collections and books have been
celebrated for their accessibility and emotional depth, making her a significant voice in
contemporary poetry focused on love and human connection.

Early Life and Career

Susan Polis Schutz's early experiences and education helped shape her poetic voice. She
studied literature and film, which influenced her storytelling style and visual approach to
poetry. Her initial works often reflected personal insights and emotional honesty, qualities
that resonated with readers seeking meaningful expressions of love and life.



Blue Mountain Arts and Publishing

In 1971, Susan and Stephen Schutz established Blue Mountain Arts, which became a
pioneering company in the greeting card industry by featuring original poetry and artwork.
This venture helped bring Susan Polis Schutz's poetic themes to a broader audience,
embedding her perspective on love into everyday life through cards, books, and other
media.

Analysis of the Poem "Love Is"

The poem "Love Is" by Susan Polis Schutz stands as one of her most celebrated works,
often cited in weddings, anniversaries, and romantic contexts. The poem succinctly defines
love through a series of evocative and relatable metaphors, emphasizing love's simplicity,
depth, and transformative power. Its straightforward yet profound language allows readers
to connect personally with the emotions and ideas expressed.

Structure and Style

"Love Is" utilizes a free-verse style without strict meter or rhyme, which lends a
conversational and intimate tone to the poem. This stylistic choice mirrors the natural flow
of thoughts and feelings about love, making the poem accessible and emotionally
impactful. Schutz's use of metaphor and imagery enriches the text, portraying love as a
multifaceted experience.

Key Metaphors and Imagery

The poem employs metaphors such as love being a "warm embrace," a "gentle touch," or a
"shared silence," each illustrating different dimensions of love's presence in everyday
moments. These images highlight love as both an emotional and physical experience,
reinforcing the idea that love is experienced through actions and sensations as much as
through words.

Themes Explored in Susan Polis Schutz's Poetry

Beyond the poem "Love Is," Susan Polis Schutz's body of work explores a variety of themes
centered around love, human connection, and emotional healing. Her poetry often
addresses the complexities of relationships, the importance of vulnerability, and the
enduring power of hope and empathy.

Love and Connection

At the heart of Schutz's poetry is the idea that love is a fundamental human need that
connects individuals. Her poems celebrate different forms of love, including romantic,
familial, and self-love, emphasizing acceptance and understanding as key components of



meaningful relationships.

Emotional Healing and Growth

Many of Schutz's poems acknowledge the challenges and pain that can accompany love,
but they consistently offer messages of healing and growth. By embracing vulnerability and
forgiveness, her work encourages readers to overcome emotional barriers and foster
deeper connections.

Hope and Inspiration

Inspirational themes permeate Schutz's poetry, reflecting optimism about the human spirit
and the potential for love to transform lives. Her verses often serve as reminders of
resilience and the beauty found in everyday moments.

e Love as a source of strength

e The healing power of forgiveness

e Celebration of small acts of kindness
e Embracing vulnerability

e Hope in the face of adversity

The Impact and Legacy of Susan Polis Schutz's
Work

Susan Polis Schutz's poetry has had a lasting impact on popular culture and the literary
world, influencing how love is expressed and understood. Her accessible style and heartfelt
themes have made her a favorite among readers seeking meaningful reflections on love
and relationships.

Influence on Contemporary Poetry

Schutz's integration of simple yet profound language has helped shape a genre of poetry
that prioritizes emotional clarity and relatability. This approach has inspired numerous
poets and writers to explore intimate themes in ways that resonate broadly.



Cultural Reach and Popularity

The widespread popularity of her poem "Love Is" and other works is evident in their
frequent use in wedding ceremonies, greeting cards, and romantic literature. Her poetry
has become a cultural touchstone for expressing love in personal and public settings.

Why "Love Is" Continues to Resonate

The enduring appeal of Susan Polis Schutz's "Love Is" lies in its universal message and
emotional honesty. The poem captures the essence of love in a way that transcends age,
culture, and time, making it relevant to diverse audiences around the world.

Universal Appeal

The themes of connection, warmth, and shared experience in "Love Is" speak to
fundamental human emotions. This universality allows the poem to be embraced by people
from various backgrounds, creating a shared understanding of love's nature.

Emotional Accessibility

Schutz's clear and heartfelt language removes barriers to comprehension, inviting readers
to reflect on their own experiences with love. This accessibility fosters a deep emotional
connection between the poem and its audience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Susan Polis Schutz?

Susan Polis Schutz is an American poet, film-maker, and co-founder of Blue Mountain Arts,
known for her inspirational poetry and greeting cards.

What is the poem 'Love Is' by Susan Polis Schutz about?

'‘Love Is' by Susan Polis Schutz explores the many facets of love, describing it as a powerful,
enduring, and transformative emotion that shapes our lives.

Why is 'Love Is' by Susan Polis Schutz so popular?

The poem resonates with many people because it captures the universal experience of love
in a simple yet profound way, making it relatable and heartfelt.



Where can | find the full text of 'Love Is' by Susan Polis
Schutz?

The full text of 'Love Is' can be found in collections of Susan Polis Schutz's poetry, on
greeting cards by Blue Mountain Arts, and on various poetry websites.

What themes are commonly found in Susan Polis
Schutz's 'Love Is' poem?

Themes include unconditional love, acceptance, the passage of time in relationships, and
the beauty of everyday moments shared between loved ones.

Has Susan Polis Schutz written other poems similar to
'‘Love Is'?

Yes, Susan Polis Schutz has written many poems focused on love, relationships, and
personal growth, often emphasizing positivity and emotional connection.

How has Susan Polis Schutz's 'Love Is' influenced
popular culture?

The poem has been widely quoted in wedding ceremonies, anniversary cards, and social
media, influencing how people express and understand love.

Is 'Love Is' by Susan Polis Schutz suitable for wedding
readings?

Yes, its heartfelt and sincere depiction of love makes it a popular choice for wedding
readings and romantic occasions.

What inspired Susan Polis Schutz to write 'Love Is'?

Susan Polis Schutz was inspired by her own experiences and observations of love's
complexities and joys, aiming to articulate the depth of human connection through poetry.

Additional Resources

1. Love Is: A Celebration of Life's Simple Truths

This beautifully illustrated book by Susan Polis Schutz explores the many facets of love
through poetic reflections and heartfelt insights. It captures the essence of everyday
moments that define love, making it a perfect gift for those who appreciate the warmth and
depth of human connection. The book’s gentle tone and evocative imagery invite readers to
pause and cherish the love in their lives.

2. Love Is... More Than Words
In this companion to the original "Love Is" series, Susan Polis Schutz delves deeper into the



unspoken emotions and actions that express love. The book combines tender poetry with
evocative artwork to highlight how love is shown through gestures, patience, and
understanding. It serves as a reminder that love is often felt more than it is said.

3. The Love Is Collection: Poems for Every Heart

A curated anthology of Susan Polis Schutz’s most beloved love poems, this collection
celebrates the universal experience of love in its many forms. From romantic love to self-
love and friendship, each poem offers a unique perspective on the power and beauty of
connection. The book is ideal for readers seeking inspiration and comfort through poetic
expression.

4. Love Is... A Journey of the Heart

This book takes readers on a heartfelt journey through the ups and downs of love,
emphasizing growth, forgiveness, and commitment. Susan Polis Schutz’s lyrical prose and
vivid illustrations make the emotional landscape of love accessible and relatable. It's a
touching exploration of how love evolves and strengthens over time.

5. Love Is... Finding Joy in Everyday Moments

Focusing on the small, joyful moments that build strong relationships, this book encourages
readers to appreciate love’s presence in daily life. Susan Polis Schutz uses simple yet
profound language to remind us that love is found in laughter, kindness, and shared
experiences. The book’s uplifting tone makes it a wonderful read for couples and families
alike.

6. Love Is... Healing the Heart

Addressing the challenges and heartaches that often accompany love, this book offers
comfort and hope through Susan Polis Schutz’s compassionate words. It explores themes of
resilience, forgiveness, and renewal, showing that love has the power to heal even the
deepest wounds. The gentle poems and reflections provide solace for anyone navigating
difficult emotional times.

7. Love Is... Celebrating Friendship

This heartfelt book highlights the special kind of love found in friendship, emphasizing
loyalty, support, and shared happiness. Susan Polis Schutz’'s warm and sincere poetry
celebrates the bonds that sustain us beyond romantic relationships. It’s an ideal gift for
friends and a reminder of the enduring power of platonic love.

8. Love Is... The Language of the Soul

Exploring love as a spiritual and soulful experience, this book invites readers to connect
with love on a deeper level. Susan Polis Schutz’'s evocative poems and meditative
reflections encourage mindfulness and inner peace. The book serves as a gentle guide for
those seeking to nurture their emotional and spiritual well-being through love.

9. Love Is... A Gift to Cherish

This beautifully crafted book presents love as a precious gift to be treasured and nurtured.
Susan Polis Schutz combines heartfelt poetry with striking visuals to remind readers of the
value of love in enriching our lives. It's a timeless collection that inspires gratitude and
appreciation for the people we hold dear.
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