susan wise bauer story of the world

susan wise bauer story of the world is a widely acclaimed series of history books designed primarily for
young learners and homeschooling families. This series offers a compelling narrative that brings the vast
expanse of world history to life, blending storytelling with educational rigor. Susan Wise Bauer, the author,
is renowned for her ability to present complex historical events in an accessible and engaging manner. The
Story of the World series covers history from ancient times through the modern era, making it a versatile
resource for students of various ages. This article explores the origins, structure, content, and educational
benefits of the Susan Wise Bauer Story of the World, highlighting why it remains a popular choice for
history education. Additionally, it will provide insights into how the series can be effectively used in

homeschooling and classroom settings.
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Overview of Susan Wise Bauer and the Story of the World
Series

Susan Wise Bauer is an accomplished author and historian known for her expertise in writing educational
materials for children. Her background in classical education and historical scholarship informs the Story of
the World series, which aims to provide a narrative history that is both informative and engaging. The
series was first published in the early 2000s and has since become a staple resource in homeschool
communities and educational institutions seeking a comprehensive yet approachable history curriculum.
The Story of the World by Susan Wise Bauer is notable for its chronological storytelling style, which helps

students understand the progression of historical events and the interconnectedness of civilizations.

Author Background and Qualifications

Susan Wise Bauer holds degrees in English and classical studies, with a strong foundation in history. Her

academic background and passion for classical education have influenced her writing style, emphasizing



clarity, narrative flow, and factual accuracy. Beyond the Story of the World series, Bauer has authored
various other educational books, contributing to her reputation as a leading figure in homeschooling

literature.

Genesis of the Story of the World Series

The Story of the World series was created to fill a gap in accessible, narrative-driven history resources for
children. Bauer recognized the need for a history curriculum that goes beyond rote memorization,
encouraging students to understand and appreciate the stories behind historical events. The series was
developed to cater to a wide age range, from elementary through middle school students, accommodating

different learning paces and styles.

Structure and Content of the Story of the World

The Susan Wise Bauer Story of the World series is divided into four main volumes, each covering a
distinct era in world history. This division allows for a comprehensive exploration of historical periods
while maintaining manageable segments for learners. The series presents history in a chronological

sequence, facilitating a coherent understanding of how past events influence one another over time.

Four Volumes Covering World History

e Volume 1: Ancient Times — From the Earliest Nomads to the Last Roman Emperor
e Volume 2: The Middle Ages — From the Fall of Rome to the Rise of the Renaissance
¢ Volume 3: Early Modern Times — From Elizabeth the First to the Forty-Niners

e Volume 4: The Modern Age — From Victoria’s Empire to the End of the USSR

Each volume is organized into chapters that focus on significant events, cultures, and figures that shaped
the era. The narrative approach includes storytelling elements that make historical facts memorable and

engaging for young readers.

Supplementary Materials and Activities

In addition to the main texts, the Story of the World series offers supplementary materials such as activity

guides, tests, maps, and coloring pages. These resources enhance comprehension and help reinforce learning



through interactive and creative exercises. The activity books are particularly useful for educators and

parents seeking to create a well-rounded history curriculum.

Educational Approach and Pedagogical Strengths

The pedagogical framework behind the Susan Wise Bauer Story of the World series emphasizes narrative
learning, chronological understanding, and critical thinking. This approach is designed to foster a deep
appreciation for history rather than superficial memorization of dates and names. The series encourages

students to see history as a continuous story, connecting events and civilizations across time and geography.

Narrative History for Engagement

The use of storytelling as the primary mode of instruction is a defining feature of the series. By framing
historical events as stories with characters, conflicts, and resolutions, Susan Wise Bauer makes history
relatable and captivating. This method has been shown to improve retention and spark curiosity among

learners.

Adaptability for Different Learning Styles

The Story of the World is structured to accommodate auditory, visual, and kinesthetic learners. The
inclusion of maps, timelines, and hands-on activities supports diverse learning preferences. Educators
appreciate the flexibility in pacing and depth, allowing the curriculum to be tailored to individual student

needs.

Integration with Classical Education Principles

The series aligns well with classical education methods, which emphasize grammar, logic, and rhetoric
stages. Story of the World provides the historical content needed during the grammar stage, establishing a

strong factual foundation before advancing to more analytical study in later years.

Using the Story of the World in Homeschooling

The Susan Wise Bauer Story of the World series is a popular choice among homeschooling families due to
its comprehensive coverage and user-friendly format. Its design allows parents and educators to guide

students through world history in an organized and engaging manner.



Benefits for Homeschool Families

Homeschoolers benefit from the series’ clear structure and accessible language, which simplifies the
teaching process. The narrative style helps maintain student interest, while the supplementary materials
provide ready-made lesson plans and activities. The series also fosters independent learning by encouraging

students to explore historical topics in depth.

Implementation Strategies

Parents and educators often implement the Story of the World series through a combination of reading
aloud, discussion, and hands-on projects. Regular review sessions and assessments ensure comprehension
and retention. Some families complement the series with additional resources such as historical fiction,

documentaries, and field trips to enrich the learning experience.

Community and Support Resources

Numerous homeschooling communities and forums discuss the use of Susan Wise Bauer’s Story of the
World, providing peer support and sharing teaching tips. These networks offer valuable advice on

maximizing the educational impact of the series and adapting it to different learning environments.

Reception and Impact on History Education

The Susan Wise Bauer Story of the World series has received positive reviews from educators, parents, and
students alike. Its engaging narrative and thorough coverage make it a preferred choice for introducing
world history to young learners. The series has contributed to a shift in history education toward more

story-based and student-centered learning approaches.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

Critics have praised the series for its clarity, depth, and accessibility. It has been recognized for filling a
critical niche in educational publishing, particularly for homeschoolers seeking quality history curricula.

The books have garnered awards and endorsements from educational organizations.

Influence on Homeschooling Curriculum Development

The success of the Story of the World has inspired other curriculum developers to adopt narrative and
story-based approaches in their history materials. It has set a benchmark for how historical content can be

presented engagingly without sacrificing academic integrity.



Ongoing Updates and Editions

Susan Wise Bauer and her publishers have periodically updated the series to include new research findings
and pedagogical improvements. These updates ensure that the Story of the World remains relevant and

authoritative in the evolving landscape of educational resources.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Story of the World' by Susan Wise Bauer?

"The Story of the World' is a series of history books written by Susan Wise Bauer that presents world

history in a narrative style, primarily aimed at children and homeschoolers.

How many volumes are there in Susan Wise Bauer's "The Story of the

World' series?

There are four volumes in "The Story of the World' series, each covering a different historical period from

ancient times to the modern age.

‘What age group is 'The Story of the World' best suited for?

"The Story of the World' is generally suited for children aged 6 to 14, but it is also popular among

homeschoolers and families looking for an engaging introduction to history.

Does Susan Wise Bauer's 'The Story of the World' include activities or
just text?

In addition to the narrative text, "The Story of the World' includes activity guides and worksheets that

accompany each volume, designed to reinforce learning through hands-on activities.

Is 'The Story of the World' considered a reliable historical source?

"The Story of the World' is a well-regarded educational resource that simplifies history for children, though

it is not an academic textbook; it provides a broad overview rather than in-depth scholarly analysis.

Who is Susan Wise Bauer, the author of "The Story of the World"?

Susan Wise Bauer is a historian and author known for her works in history and education, particularly for

creating accessible and engaging history curricula for homeschoolers.



Are there audiobook versions of "The Story of the World' by Susan Wise

Bauer?

Yes, audiobook versions of 'The Story of the World' are available, narrated in a style suitable for children,

making it easier to engage auditory learners.

Can 'The Story of the World' be used for classroom teaching?

Yes, many teachers and homeschool educators use "The Story of the World' as part of their curriculum due

to its engaging storytelling and structured lesson plans.

What makes "The Story of the World' different from other history books
for children?

"The Story of the World' stands out because of its narrative storytelling approach, chronological

organization, and inclusion of activities that help children connect with historical events.

Where can I purchase "The Story of the World' by Susan Wise Bauer?

"The Story of the World' series can be purchased from major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and

directly from the publisher's website.

Additional Resources

1. The History of the Ancient World by Susan Wise Bauer

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to ancient civilizations, covering Mesopotamia, Egypt,
Greece, Rome, and more. It presents history in a narrative style, making it accessible and engaging for
readers of all ages. Bauer’s storytelling approach brings historical figures and events to life, helping readers

understand the foundations of the modern world.

2. The History of the Medieval World by Susan Wise Bauer

Continuing from where the ancient world leaves off, this book explores the medieval era, including the
Byzantine Empire, Islamic Caliphates, Viking invasions, and the Crusades. Bauer weaves a global narrative
that connects disparate regions and cultures, providing a broad view of medieval history. The book is

praised for its readability and thorough research.

3. The History of the Renaissance World by Susan Wise Bauer

This volume covers the Renaissance period, highlighting the cultural, political, and economic changes that
shaped early modern Europe and beyond. Bauer examines the rise of nation-states, the Reformation, and
the age of exploration, offering insight into a transformative era. Her engaging prose helps readers

appreciate the significance of this dynamic period.



4. The Story of the World: History for the Classical Child, Volume 2: The Middle Ages by Susan Wise
Bauer

Aimed at younger readers, this book continues the series with stories from the Middle Ages, including
knights, castles, and famous historical figures like Charlemagne. It combines simple language with rich
storytelling to make history approachable and entertaining for children. The book also includes activities

and discussion questions to deepen understanding.

5. The Story of the World: History for the Classical Child, Volume 3: Early Modern Times by Susan Wise
Bauer

This volume covers history from the Renaissance through the Enlightenment, focusing on exploration,
scientific discoveries, and political revolutions. Bauer presents complex events in a clear and engaging
manner, making it suitable for middle-grade readers. The book encourages curiosity and critical thinking

about historical developments.

6. A Little History of the World by E.H. Gombrich

Though not by Bauer, this classic book shares a similar mission of presenting world history in an accessible
narrative for young readers. It covers history from prehistoric times to the 20th century in a concise and
engaging style. Readers who appreciate Bauer’s Story of the World will find this book a complementary

resource.

7. Historical Tales: The Story of the World by Charles Morris
This collection of historical tales offers engaging stories from various periods and regions, much like Bauer’s
approach. The book is designed to captivate readers with lively accounts of important events and figures. It

can serve as an additional resource for those interested in narrative history for children.

8. A Child’s History of the World by V.M. Hillyer
This book provides a straightforward and chronological overview of world history tailored for younger
audiences. It emphasizes storytelling to make historical events relatable and memorable, similar to Bauer’s

style. The book covers a broad range of civilizations and key moments in history.

9. Timeline: A Visual History of Our World by Peter Goes
This illustrated history book offers a visually rich journey through world history, complementing narrative
texts like Bauer’s. With detailed and colorful illustrations, it helps readers visualize historical events and

timelines. It’s an excellent companion for children who benefit from visual learning alongside stories.
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