
symbols of the occult
symbols of the occult have fascinated scholars, historians, and enthusiasts for centuries.
These symbols represent a wide range of meanings, often connected to mysticism, secret
knowledge, spiritual practices, and esoteric traditions. From ancient civilizations to
modern-day occult practices, these symbols have served as tools for communication,
protection, and spiritual transformation. Understanding the meanings behind common
occult symbols can provide valuable insight into various mystical systems, including
alchemy, astrology, magic, and witchcraft. This article explores the most prominent
symbols of the occult, their origins, and their significance across different traditions. The
following sections will delve into key symbols such as the pentagram, the Ankh, the Eye of
Horus, and more, offering a comprehensive guide to their meanings and uses.
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Common Symbols of the Occult
Symbols of the occult often carry deep, layered meanings that transcend simple
representation. Many of these symbols are widely recognized and have endured through
centuries, symbolizing various esoteric concepts such as protection, transformation, and
hidden knowledge. Understanding these common symbols is essential for anyone studying
occult traditions or mystical arts.

The Pentagram
The pentagram is one of the most recognizable symbols of the occult. It is a five-pointed
star often enclosed within a circle. Historically, the pentagram has symbolized protection,
balance, and the five elements: earth, air, fire, water, and spirit. In occult practices, it is
frequently used in rituals and talismans to ward off evil or focus spiritual energy.
Depending on its orientation, the pentagram can have different connotations; for example,
an upright pentagram is generally associated with positive spiritual energy, while an
inverted pentagram is sometimes linked to darker or satanic symbolism.



The Hexagram
The hexagram, or six-pointed star, is another prominent occult symbol, often linked to the
union of opposites such as male and female or spirit and matter. Sometimes called the
Seal of Solomon, this symbol has roots in Jewish mysticism but is also prevalent in
alchemy and ceremonial magic. It represents harmony, balance, and the integration of
different forces within the universe.

The Ankh
The Ankh is an ancient Egyptian symbol resembling a cross with a loop at the top. It
represents life, immortality, and spiritual power. In occult practices, the Ankh is often
used to symbolize eternal life and the connection between the physical and spiritual
realms. Its use extends beyond Egypt, influencing various mystical and magical traditions
worldwide.

Other Notable Common Symbols

The Eye of Horus – protection, health, and restoration

The Ouroboros – eternal cycles, rebirth, and infinity

The Triskelion – progress, cycles, and spiritual growth

The Crescent Moon – intuition, feminine energy, and transformation

Ancient and Mythological Occult Symbols
Many symbols of the occult trace their origins to ancient civilizations and mythologies.
These symbols often carry profound spiritual and mystical meanings connected to the
cosmologies and religious beliefs of those cultures. Exploring these ancient symbols
provides insight into the foundations of modern occult symbolism and esoteric thought.

The Eye of Horus
The Eye of Horus, also known as the Wadjet, is an ancient Egyptian symbol representing
protection, healing, and restoration. It is based on the mythological eye of the god Horus,
which was injured in battle and then magically restored. This symbol was believed to ward
off evil and safeguard the wearer. In occult traditions, it continues to be used as a
powerful amulet for spiritual protection and insight.



The Ouroboros
The Ouroboros is a symbol depicting a serpent or dragon consuming its own tail. It
originates from ancient Egyptian and Greek symbolism and represents the eternal cycle of
life, death, and rebirth. This image embodies concepts of infinity, the unity of all things,
and the cyclical nature of the universe. It is widely used in alchemy and mystical
philosophies to illustrate the continuous process of transformation and renewal.

The Caduceus
The caduceus consists of two serpents entwined around a winged staff. It is traditionally
associated with Hermes, the Greek messenger god, and symbolizes communication,
commerce, and negotiation. In occultism, the caduceus is often linked to balance, duality,
and the flow of spiritual energy, particularly in relation to the chakras and kundalini
awakening.

Symbols from Other Mythologies

Thor’s Hammer (Mjölnir) – protection and power in Norse traditions

The Labyrinth – spiritual journey and inner discovery

Mandala – cosmic order and meditation focus in Eastern spirituality

The Triple Moon – maiden, mother, and crone phases of the goddess in Wicca

Symbols Used in Modern Occult Practices
Modern occultism incorporates a variety of symbols that have evolved from or been
inspired by ancient traditions. These symbols are employed in contemporary spiritual and
magical practices, including witchcraft, ceremonial magic, and esoteric orders. Their
meanings may vary depending on the context and tradition in which they are used.

The Sigil
Sigils are unique symbols created through a process of simplifying and stylizing written
intentions or names. They are commonly used in chaos magic and other modern occult
systems as tools for manifesting desires or influencing reality. Unlike traditional symbols
with fixed meanings, sigils are highly personalized and serve as a direct channel between
the practitioner’s will and the spiritual realm.



The Leviathan Cross
The Leviathan Cross, sometimes called the Satanic Cross, features a double cross with an
infinity loop at the bottom. It is often associated with the Church of Satan and symbolizes
balance between different forces, infinity, and protection against evil. Although
controversial, it remains a significant symbol within modern occult and satanic practices.

The Witch’s Knot and Other Magical Symbols
Various knots, circles, and geometric shapes are used in witchcraft and ceremonial magic
as symbols of binding, protection, and energy manipulation. The witch’s knot, for instance,
is believed to trap or bind spirits or energies during rituals. These symbols often appear in
talismans, ritual tools, and spellwork.

Examples of Modern Occult Symbols

Chaos Star – representing chaos magic and the unpredictable nature of reality

Enochian Sigils – derived from the Enochian language used in angelic magic

The Spiral – symbolizing spiritual development and cosmic energy

The Black Sun – esoteric symbol linked to transformation and hidden knowledge

Interpretations and Meanings of Occult Symbols
Symbols of the occult are rich in meaning and often multi-layered, reflecting complex
spiritual, philosophical, and magical concepts. Their interpretations can vary widely
depending on cultural background, tradition, and individual perspective. However, some
common themes emerge across many occult systems.

Protection and Warding
Many occult symbols serve as protective talismans designed to ward off negative energies,
evil spirits, or harm. The pentagram, the Eye of Horus, and various knot symbols are
traditionally used to create spiritual barriers or shields. These symbols act as metaphysical
tools to maintain safety and balance during rituals or daily life.

Transformation and Spiritual Growth
Symbols such as the Ouroboros, the spiral, and the phoenix represent cycles of
transformation, death, and rebirth. They emphasize the continuous evolution of the self



and the universe. In occult philosophy, personal and spiritual growth often involves
embracing these cycles and understanding the impermanence of physical existence.

Balance and Duality
Occult symbols frequently highlight the concept of balance—between light and dark, spirit
and matter, masculine and feminine forces. The hexagram and the caduceus are prime
examples, symbolizing the harmony of opposites and the interconnectedness of all things.
This duality is central to many esoteric teachings and magical practices.

Lists of Common Symbolic Themes

Protection and defense against negative forces

Spiritual enlightenment and hidden knowledge

Cycles of life, death, and rebirth

Unity and balance of opposing energies

Manifestation and magical intent

Role of Symbols in Occult Rituals and Magic
Symbols of the occult are not merely decorative; they play an active role in ritualistic and
magical practices. They function as focal points for meditation, channels for spiritual
energy, and keys to unlocking mystical states. Their use is deeply embedded in the
structure and efficacy of occult ceremonies.

Use in Rituals
In ceremonial magic, symbols are inscribed on tools, drawn in the air, or etched onto
altars to invoke specific energies or entities. They serve as visual and energetic anchors
that help practitioners concentrate their will and direct magical forces. Proper
understanding and use of these symbols are essential for successful ritual outcomes.

Talismans and Amulets
Many symbols of the occult are crafted into talismans or amulets worn by practitioners.
These objects are believed to carry the power of the symbols they display, providing
protection, luck, or enhanced magical ability. The creation and consecration of such items
is a specialized practice within many occult traditions.



Visualization and Meditation
Symbols also play a critical role in meditation and visualization techniques. Focusing on a
symbol’s form and meaning can facilitate altered states of consciousness, spiritual insight,
and connection with hidden realms. This practice is common in mystical paths such as
Kabbalah, Hermeticism, and shamanism.

Examples of Symbol Use in Practice

Drawing a pentagram in the air to create a protective barrier1.

Charging a sigil with intent through meditation and ritual2.

Wearing the Ankh as a symbol of life force and spiritual power3.

Using the Eye of Horus for healing spells and protection4.

Employing the Ouroboros as a meditative focus on eternal cycles5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common symbols of the occult?
Common symbols of the occult include the pentagram, the Ankh, the Eye of Horus, the
crescent moon, the hexagram, the Ouroboros, and the triquetra.

What does the pentagram symbolize in occult practices?
In occult practices, the pentagram often represents the five elements (earth, air, fire,
water, and spirit) and is used as a symbol of protection and balance.

How is the Eye of Horus used as an occult symbol?
The Eye of Horus is an ancient Egyptian symbol representing protection, healing, and
power, often used in occult contexts to invoke these qualities.

What is the significance of the Ouroboros in occult
symbolism?
The Ouroboros, a serpent eating its own tail, symbolizes eternity, the cyclic nature of life
and death, and the concept of infinite renewal in occult traditions.



Why is the crescent moon important in occult
symbolism?
The crescent moon represents change, intuition, and the feminine divine, and is often
associated with lunar deities and mystical energies in the occult.

What does the Ankh symbolize in occult beliefs?
The Ankh is an ancient Egyptian symbol of life and immortality, frequently adopted in
occult practices to signify eternal life and spiritual wisdom.

How is the hexagram used in occult traditions?
The hexagram, or six-pointed star, is used in occult traditions to symbolize the union of
opposites, such as the spiritual and material worlds, and is often associated with
protection and balance.

What is the meaning of the triquetra in occult
symbolism?
The triquetra, a three-cornered knot, symbolizes the interconnectedness of mind, body,
and spirit, and is often used to represent the triple goddess or the concept of trinity in
occult contexts.

Additional Resources
1. The Secret Language of Symbols: A Visual Key to Symbols and Their Meanings
This book explores the rich world of symbols used in occult traditions, providing detailed
explanations and interpretations. It covers a wide range of symbols from alchemy,
astrology, mysticism, and ancient cultures. With vivid illustrations, it helps readers decode
hidden meanings and understand the symbolic language used by esoteric practitioners.

2. Occult Symbols and Their Meanings: A Comprehensive Guide to Magical Imagery
An in-depth guide that delves into the origins and significance of various occult symbols.
The book examines symbols from different magical traditions, including Hermeticism,
Kabbalah, and witchcraft. It serves as a practical reference for anyone interested in the
mystical or spiritual applications of these images.

3. The Book of Symbols: Reflections on Archetypal Images
This richly illustrated volume presents a wide array of symbols from myth, art, religion,
and the occult. Each symbol is accompanied by scholarly essays that explore its archetypal
significance and cultural context. It is an invaluable resource for understanding how
symbols shape human consciousness and spiritual thought.

4. Alchemy and the Occult: Symbols of Transformation
Focusing on the alchemical tradition, this book reveals the hidden meanings behind the
mysterious symbols used by alchemists. It explains how these symbols represent spiritual
transformation and the quest for enlightenment. Readers gain insight into the symbolic



language that bridges science, mysticism, and philosophy.

5. Runes and Magic: The Power of Ancient Symbols
This book examines the runic alphabet as a powerful system of symbols used in ancient
magical practices. It discusses the origins, interpretations, and uses of runes in divination
and spellwork. The text also explores contemporary revival of runic magic and its
relevance in modern occultism.

6. The Tarot's Occult Symbols: Unlocking the Mysteries of the Cards
An exploration of the symbolic imagery found within tarot cards and their esoteric
meanings. The book deciphers the complex iconography and connects tarot symbolism to
broader occult traditions. It is designed for both beginners and advanced practitioners
seeking deeper understanding of tarot as a tool for divination and self-discovery.

7. Kabbalah and Occult Symbolism: Secrets of the Tree of Life
This work delves into the mystical Jewish tradition of Kabbalah, focusing on its rich
symbolic system. It explains the meanings behind the Tree of Life, the Sephiroth, and
other key symbols used in occult spirituality. Readers are guided through the symbolic
framework that influences many Western esoteric practices.

8. The Sigils of Power: Crafting and Understanding Occult Symbols
A practical manual on creating and interpreting sigils—custom symbols used in magical
rituals. The book covers historical background, methods of design, and the psychological
aspects of sigil magic. It empowers readers to harness the creative and transformative
power of symbolic imagery in their own spiritual work.

9. Occult Geometry: The Sacred Shapes of Magical Symbols
This book investigates the role of geometric forms and patterns in occult symbolism. It
explains how shapes like the pentagram, hexagram, and mandalas convey spiritual
concepts and magical intent. Through detailed diagrams and explanations, readers learn
to appreciate the sacred geometry underlying many esoteric traditions.
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