
sympathy for the devil piano chords

sympathy for the devil piano chords offer a compelling way to explore one of
rock music's most iconic songs. Originally performed by The Rolling Stones,
"Sympathy for the Devil" combines hypnotic rhythms with evocative lyrics,
making it a favorite among pianists and musicians. Learning the piano chords
for this classic track allows players to capture its distinctive groove and
mood. This article provides a comprehensive guide to understanding and
playing sympathy for the devil piano chords, including chord progressions,
techniques, and tips for mastering the song on piano. Whether you are a
beginner or an experienced pianist, this detailed breakdown will enhance your
ability to perform the piece authentically. The following sections cover
everything from the song’s background to chord structures and playing
techniques.

Overview of Sympathy for the Devil

Understanding the Chord Progressions

Basic Sympathy for the Devil Piano Chords

Advanced Chord Voicings and Variations

Techniques for Playing on Piano

Tips for Mastering the Song

Overview of Sympathy for the Devil
“Sympathy for the Devil” is a classic rock song by The Rolling Stones,
released in 1968 on their album "Beggars Banquet." The song features a
distinctive samba rhythm and a dark, narrative lyric style. Its unique blend
of rock, blues, and Latin influences creates a captivating soundscape that
has inspired countless musicians. The piano parts in the song contribute
significantly to its rhythmic and harmonic texture, providing a foundation
for the vocals and percussion. Understanding the context and structure of the
song is essential for effectively learning the piano chords and capturing its
essence.

Understanding the Chord Progressions
The chord progressions in sympathy for the devil piano chords are central to
replicating the song’s hypnotic and rhythmic feel. The song primarily



revolves around a few key chords that repeat throughout, creating a cyclical,
groove-driven atmosphere. This repetition and simplicity make it accessible
yet challenging to perform with the right feel.

Key and Mode
The song is typically played in the key of E major, but it incorporates modal
elements from the Dorian mode, giving it a slightly exotic and unresolved
sound. This modal mixture contributes to the song’s mysterious and dark
character. The chord progression often centers around E major and its related
chords, with embellishments that add tension and color.

Main Chord Progression
The core progression is straightforward but effective:

E major

D major

A major

This three-chord loop repeats throughout the verses, creating the hypnotic
pulse that defines the track. The use of the D major chord instead of the
expected E major scale chord gives the progression an unexpected flavor.

Basic Sympathy for the Devil Piano Chords
For pianists starting to learn sympathy for the devil piano chords, focusing
on the fundamental triads and their inversions is essential. These chords
form the backbone of the song and establish the groove.

Chords to Know
The basic chords needed are:

E major (E - G# - B)

D major (D - F# - A)

A major (A - C# - E)

Using the root position of each chord is suitable for beginners, but playing
inversions can improve smoothness and playability.



Playing the Chords
To replicate the song’s feel, play the chords in a rhythmic pattern that
mimics the samba groove. Emphasize the off-beats and maintain a steady tempo.
For example, try playing the root note with the left hand and the chord with
the right hand while focusing on rhythm and timing.

Advanced Chord Voicings and Variations
Experienced pianists can enhance their performance of sympathy for the devil
piano chords by incorporating more complex voicings and chord extensions.
These add depth and authenticity to the sound.

Chord Extensions
Adding sevenths, ninths, or suspended notes can enrich the harmonic palette:

E7 (E - G# - B - D) adds tension and blues flavor.

D9 (D - F# - A - C - E) introduces color and complexity.

Asus4 (A - D - E) creates a suspended, unresolved feel.

Voicing Tips
Use the following techniques to improve voicing:

Play chord inversions to create smoother transitions between chords.

Include passing tones and grace notes to mimic the vocal phrasing.

Experiment with rhythmic stabs and syncopation to enhance the groove.

Techniques for Playing on Piano
Capturing the unique rhythm and mood of sympathy for the devil piano chords
requires specific playing techniques and attention to dynamics.



Rhythmic Feel
The song features a samba-inspired rhythm, which means the pianist should
focus on syncopation and accentuating the off-beats. Light, staccato touches
combined with sustained chords can replicate the percussive groove.

Left and Right Hand Coordination
The left hand typically provides the bass notes or root notes, while the
right hand handles the chord voicings and melodic embellishments.
Coordinating these hands smoothly is key to maintaining the song’s momentum.
Practicing slowly and gradually increasing speed helps develop this
coordination.

Dynamic Control
Playing with varied dynamics—softening during verses and increasing intensity
during choruses—adds emotional depth. Use the sustain pedal sparingly to
avoid muddiness and maintain clarity of the chords.

Tips for Mastering the Song
Successfully learning sympathy for the devil piano chords involves practice,
patience, and attention to detail. The following tips can assist pianists in
mastering the song.

Listen to the original recording: Familiarize yourself with the song’s1.
rhythm, tempo, and feel.

Practice chord transitions: Focus on smooth changes between E, D, and A2.
chords to maintain the groove.

Work on syncopation: Incorporate off-beat rhythms into your playing to3.
emulate the samba style.

Use a metronome: Keeping consistent timing is crucial for this rhythm-4.
driven song.

Experiment with voicings: Try different chord inversions and extensions5.
to find what sounds best.

Record practice sessions: Listening back can help identify areas that6.
need improvement.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic piano chords for 'Sympathy for
the Devil' by The Rolling Stones?
The basic piano chords for 'Sympathy for the Devil' include E major, D major,
and A major. The song primarily revolves around these chords played in a
rhythmic pattern.

Is 'Sympathy for the Devil' easy to play on piano
for beginners?
'Sympathy for the Devil' is moderately easy for beginners as it uses basic
major chords and a repetitive rhythm, but coordinating the groove and timing
might require some practice.

Where can I find free sheet music or chord charts
for 'Sympathy for the Devil' piano?
You can find free sheet music and chord charts on websites like Ultimate
Guitar, Musescore, or by searching for 'Sympathy for the Devil piano chords
free' online.

What is the chord progression for the verse in
'Sympathy for the Devil' on piano?
The verse chord progression typically alternates between E major and D major,
with some variations including A major, played with a samba-like rhythm.

Can I add embellishments or riffs to 'Sympathy for
the Devil' piano chords?
Yes, you can add embellishments such as octave jumps, rhythmic stabs, or
melodic riffs between chords to capture the song's groove and make your
rendition more dynamic.

How do I replicate the groove of 'Sympathy for the
Devil' on piano?
To replicate the groove, focus on the syncopated rhythm and emphasize the
upbeat accents. Playing the chords in a percussive manner and incorporating
the samba rhythm helps capture the feel.



Are there any notable piano covers of 'Sympathy for
the Devil' to learn from?
Yes, many artists and pianists have covered the song on platforms like
YouTube. Watching these covers can provide insight into chord voicings,
rhythm, and interpretation.

What key is 'Sympathy for the Devil' played in on
piano?
'Sympathy for the Devil' is typically played in the key of E major on piano,
which suits the original recording by The Rolling Stones.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Sympathy for the Devil: Piano Chords and Techniques
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the iconic chord progressions
used in "Sympathy for the Devil" by The Rolling Stones. It breaks down the
song's structure and provides step-by-step instructions for piano players of
all skill levels. Readers will learn how to capture the song's unique rhythm
and mood through precise chord voicings and finger placements.

2. The Art of Rock Piano: Classic Chords and Styles
Focusing on rock music piano techniques, this guide includes a detailed
section on "Sympathy for the Devil." It examines how piano chords contribute
to the overall feel of rock songs and offers exercises to develop the
necessary skills. The book also covers improvisation tips and how to adapt
classic rock songs for solo piano performance.

3. Rolling Stones on Piano: A Chord-by-Chord Breakdown
This book specifically targets fans of The Rolling Stones and piano players
wanting to learn their hits. Each chapter dissects a different song, with
"Sympathy for the Devil" receiving special attention for its complex chord
progressions and rhythmic patterns. Readers can follow along with sheet
music, chord charts, and performance notes.

4. From Guitar to Piano: Translating Rock Chords
Designed for musicians transitioning from guitar to piano, this book explains
how to translate famous rock guitar chords into piano arrangements. "Sympathy
for the Devil" serves as a prime example, demonstrating how to maintain the
song’s energy and groove on the keyboard. The book includes tips on finger
positioning and timing to capture the original vibe.

5. Rhythm and Blues Piano: Chords, Riffs, and Improvisation
This guide delves into the piano styles found in rhythm and blues, with a
focus on songs that influenced rock classics like "Sympathy for the Devil."
It teaches essential chord shapes, riffs, and improvisational techniques that
help recreate the soulful feel of the genre. The book encourages players to



experiment and develop their own interpretations.

6. Iconic Rock Songs: Piano Arrangements for Beginners
Perfect for novice pianists, this book simplifies the chords and melodies of
famous rock songs, including "Sympathy for the Devil." It breaks complex
progressions into manageable parts and provides practice tips to build
confidence. The arrangements preserve the essence of the originals while
making them accessible to learners.

7. The Rolling Stones’ Musical Legacy: A Pianist’s Perspective
This book offers an analytical look at The Rolling Stones’ songwriting and
musical style through the lens of piano performance. It highlights how the
piano chords in "Sympathy for the Devil" contribute to the song’s haunting
atmosphere. Readers gain insight into the creative process behind the song
and how to express its emotion on the piano.

8. Chord Progressions in Classic Rock: A Study Guide for Pianists
Focused on the theory behind famous rock chord progressions, this study guide
uses "Sympathy for the Devil" as a case study. It explains the harmonic
choices and how they create tension and release within the song. Pianists
will learn to recognize these patterns and apply them to their own playing.

9. Play Like a Legend: Piano Techniques Inspired by The Rolling Stones
This instructional book draws inspiration from The Rolling Stones’ piano
parts, emphasizing techniques used in songs like "Sympathy for the Devil." It
covers dynamics, timing, and chord voicing to help players emulate the band’s
distinctive sound. The book also includes practice routines to build skill
and musicality.
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