
sympathy for the devil the rolling stones
sympathy for the devil the rolling stones remains one of the most iconic and enduring songs in
rock history. Released by The Rolling Stones in 1968, this track showcases the band's innovative
approach to songwriting and recording during a transformative period in music. The song's
provocative lyrics, captivating rhythm, and distinctive style have cemented its place in popular
culture. This article delves into the origins, themes, musical composition, and impact of "Sympathy for
the Devil," offering an in-depth exploration of its significance. Readers will gain insight into how this
legendary track reflects the artistic vision of The Rolling Stones and its influence on subsequent
generations of musicians.
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Origins and Background
The genesis of sympathy for the devil the rolling stones can be traced back to the late 1960s, a
period marked by social upheaval and experimentation in the music industry. The song was written
primarily by Mick Jagger, with contributions from Keith Richards, and was featured on the album
"Beggars Banquet," released in 1968. This era was critical in the evolution of The Rolling Stones, as
they sought to redefine their sound and image beyond the blues-based rock that had initially brought
them fame.

Inspiration Behind the Song
The inspiration for "Sympathy for the Devil" came from various literary and historical sources. Mick
Jagger was influenced by the works of Russian novelist Mikhail Bulgakov, particularly the character of
the Devil in "The Master and Margarita." Additionally, the song draws upon the narrative style of the
1950s hit "The Devil Got My Woman" and traditional folk tales portraying the Devil as a charming,
manipulative figure.

Development During the 1960s
The socio-political climate of the 1960s played a significant role in shaping the song’s themes. Amidst
the Vietnam War, civil rights movements, and widespread cultural shifts, The Rolling Stones crafted
lyrics that reflected the darker side of humanity and history. This context allowed "Sympathy for the



Devil" to resonate deeply with audiences, representing both a critique and an exploration of evil in
society.

Lyrics and Themes
The lyrics of sympathy for the devil the rolling stones are rich with symbolism and narrative
complexity. The song is narrated from the perspective of the Devil, who recounts his involvement in
various historical events, challenging listeners to reconsider the nature of good and evil. This
approach was groundbreaking, as it humanized the Devil rather than depicting him as a mere
antagonist.

Historical References
The song references numerous historical incidents and figures, including the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ, the Russian Revolution, World War II, and the Kennedy assassinations. These allusions serve to
illustrate the Devil's presence throughout human history, implying a continuous influence behind
humanity's darkest moments.

Exploration of Morality
By adopting the Devil’s point of view, the lyrics invite an examination of moral ambiguity. The song
challenges the binary perception of good versus evil, suggesting that humanity’s flaws and sins are
intertwined with the Devil’s narrative. This theme encourages listeners to reflect on personal and
collective responsibility in shaping history.

Musical Composition and Style
The musical arrangement of sympathy for the devil the rolling stones is as distinctive as its
lyrical content. The song combines elements of rock, samba, and blues, creating a hypnotic rhythm
that complements the storytelling. This fusion of styles contributed to the track’s unique sound and
enduring appeal.

Instrumentation
The instrumentation features a steady conga drum rhythm, piano, electric guitar, bass, and
percussion. The conga beat, played by Rocky Dijon, gives the song a Latin-inspired groove, while
Charlie Watts’ drumming maintains a consistent tempo. Keith Richards’ guitar work adds a bluesy
texture, and Mick Jagger’s vocals deliver the narrative with a mix of menace and charm.

Vocal Delivery and Arrangement
Mick Jagger’s vocal performance is notable for its conversational tone and dynamic range. Backing
vocals, including the repeated "woo woo" chant, enhance the tribal and ritualistic atmosphere of the



track. The arrangement builds gradually, intensifying the song’s impact and drawing listeners deeper
into the story.

Recording and Production
The recording process of sympathy for the devil the rolling stones was innovative and, at times,
challenging. Sessions took place at Olympic Studios in London, where the band experimented with
various techniques to capture the song’s complex sound. Producer Jimmy Miller played a crucial role
in shaping the final version.

Studio Techniques
The production incorporated multi-tracking and overdubbing to layer percussion and vocals
effectively. The use of open mics in the studio created a live, immersive feel, while improvisation
during recording sessions allowed spontaneous creativity. These methods contributed to the song’s
raw energy and enduring freshness.

Band Dynamics During Recording
During the recording of "Sympathy for the Devil," tensions within the band were evident but also
fueled their creative output. Brian Jones contributed percussion instruments, adding to the song’s
texture, while other members experimented with their roles. This period marked a transition for the
band, with the recording sessions reflecting both collaboration and individual artistry.

Cultural Impact and Legacy
sympathy for the devil the rolling stones has left an indelible mark on music and popular culture.
Its provocative themes and innovative sound have influenced countless artists and continue to
resonate decades after its release. The song remains a staple in The Rolling Stones’ live performances
and a symbol of their artistic evolution.

Influence on Other Artists
The track’s blend of rock and world music elements opened new avenues for experimentation in
popular music. Artists across genres have cited "Sympathy for the Devil" as an inspiration for pushing
lyrical boundaries and exploring complex narratives.

Appearances in Media and Covers
The song has been featured in films, documentaries, and television shows, often used to underscore
themes of evil or moral complexity. Numerous artists have covered the song, each bringing their
unique interpretation while honoring the original’s spirit.



Key Reasons for Enduring Popularity

Timeless exploration of good and evil

Innovative fusion of musical styles

Compelling and provocative lyrics

Strong cultural and historical references

Dynamic and memorable live performances

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind 'Sympathy for the Devil' by The
Rolling Stones?
'Sympathy for the Devil' explores themes of evil and human nature, narrated from the perspective of
Lucifer, highlighting humanity's capacity for wrongdoing throughout history.

When was 'Sympathy for the Devil' released by The Rolling
Stones?
'Sympathy for the Devil' was released in 1968 on The Rolling Stones' album 'Beggars Banquet.'

Who wrote 'Sympathy for the Devil'?
The song was written by Mick Jagger and Keith Richards, the primary songwriting duo of The Rolling
Stones.

What inspired The Rolling Stones to write 'Sympathy for the
Devil'?
Mick Jagger was inspired by literature, including the works of Baudelaire and the book 'The Master
and Margarita' by Mikhail Bulgakov, as well as the political and social turmoil of the 1960s.

How was 'Sympathy for the Devil' received by critics and
audiences?
The song was controversial due to its subject matter but was praised for its innovative sound and
lyrical depth, becoming one of The Rolling Stones' most iconic tracks.



Has 'Sympathy for the Devil' been covered by other artists?
Yes, many artists have covered the song, including Guns N' Roses, Jane's Addiction, and Ozzy
Osbourne, reflecting its lasting influence.

What musical style is featured in 'Sympathy for the Devil'?
The song features a blend of rock with samba-inspired percussion, creating a distinctive rhythm that
stands out in The Rolling Stones' catalog.

Did 'Sympathy for the Devil' appear in any notable films or
media?
Yes, the song has been featured in films like 'Interview with the Vampire' and has been used in
various TV shows and commercials, highlighting its cultural impact.

Additional Resources
1. Sympathy for the Devil: The Rolling Stones and the Making of a Masterpiece
This book delves into the creation of one of the Rolling Stones' most iconic songs, exploring the
cultural and historical context of the late 1960s. It examines the songwriting process, the band's
dynamics, and the song's controversial lyrics. Readers gain insight into how "Sympathy for the Devil"
became a symbol of rock rebellion and artistic innovation.

2. Rock Legends: The Rolling Stones and Their Impact on Music
A comprehensive biography of the Rolling Stones, this book covers their rise to fame and their lasting
influence on rock and roll. It highlights key albums and songs, including "Sympathy for the Devil,"
analyzing their musical style and lyrical themes. The book also discusses the band's role in shaping
youth culture and the music industry.

3. The Devil’s Music: Rock, Rebellion, and the Rolling Stones
Focusing on the rebellious spirit of rock music, this book explores how the Rolling Stones embodied
and challenged societal norms. It pays special attention to "Sympathy for the Devil" as a provocative
anthem that questioned morality and authority. The narrative connects the band’s work to broader
social movements of the 1960s and 70s.

4. Behind the Lyrics: Decoding the Rolling Stones’ Greatest Hits
This analytical book breaks down the lyrics of the Rolling Stones’ most famous songs, with a
dedicated chapter on "Sympathy for the Devil." It provides interpretations of the song’s references
and symbolism, shedding light on its storytelling techniques. The book is perfect for fans interested in
the deeper meaning behind the music.

5. From Blues to Rock: The Rolling Stones’ Musical Journey
Tracing the band's evolution from their blues roots to global rock icons, this book highlights pivotal
moments in their career. It explores how "Sympathy for the Devil" showcases their fusion of musical
styles and lyrical boldness. The narrative includes interviews and anecdotes that reveal the Stones’
creative process.

6. Iconic Album Covers: The Visual Story of the Rolling Stones



This visually rich book examines the artwork and imagery associated with the Rolling Stones’ albums,
including the era of "Sympathy for the Devil." It discusses how album art contributed to the band’s
identity and the cultural impact of their releases. The book offers a unique perspective on the
intersection of music and visual art.

7. Devil’s Advocate: Controversy and Censorship in Rock Music
Focusing on the controversies surrounding rock music, this book looks at how songs like "Sympathy
for the Devil" sparked debates about morality and censorship. It covers public reactions, media
responses, and the band’s defense of artistic freedom. The book contextualizes these issues within
the broader fight for expression in popular music.

8. The Rolling Stones: A Cultural Phenomenon
This book explores the cultural significance of the Rolling Stones beyond their music, including
fashion, lifestyle, and social influence. It discusses how "Sympathy for the Devil" reflected and
influenced cultural attitudes of its time. The narrative connects the band’s work to shifting societal
values and trends.

9. Songwriters of the Sixties: The Art of Storytelling in Rock
Highlighting key songwriters of the 1960s, this book features Mick Jagger and Keith Richards as
pioneers of narrative songwriting. It analyzes "Sympathy for the Devil" as a masterclass in storytelling
through music, blending history, mythology, and personal perspective. The book offers insight into the
creative minds behind some of rock’s most enduring songs.
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