
synopsis of animal farm by george orwell
synopsis of animal farm by george orwell provides a detailed overview of George
Orwell’s renowned novella, which serves as a powerful allegory about power, corruption,
and political dynamics. This synopsis explores the main plot, characters, themes, and
symbolism embedded in the narrative. Animal Farm is a satirical tale that critiques
totalitarian regimes, particularly reflecting on the Russian Revolution and its aftermath.
Understanding the storyline and Orwell’s intent helps readers grasp the broader political
commentary and the timeless relevance of the work. This article also examines the
development of key characters and the progressive corruption of ideals within the farm
society. The following sections offer a structured breakdown of the synopsis of Animal
Farm by George Orwell, highlighting its key components and literary significance.

Plot Overview of Animal Farm

Main Characters and Their Roles

Key Themes in Animal Farm

Symbolism and Allegory in the Novella

Historical Context and Orwell’s Message

Plot Overview of Animal Farm
The synopsis of Animal Farm by George Orwell begins with the story set on Manor Farm,
where the animals are mistreated by their human owner, Mr. Jones. Inspired by Old Major,
an elderly boar, the animals unite to overthrow their human oppressors and take control of
the farm. They establish a new government based on equality and shared ownership,
renaming the property “Animal Farm.” Initially, the animals work together harmoniously,
embracing the principles of Animalism, which promote freedom and fairness.

However, as the story progresses, the pigs, who are the most intelligent animals, begin to
consolidate power. Led by Napoleon and Snowball, the pigs manage the farm, but conflicts
soon arise. Snowball is eventually driven out by Napoleon’s dogs, marking the start of a
tyrannical leadership. Napoleon gradually manipulates the other animals, altering the
farm’s commandments to justify his increasingly oppressive actions. The animals’ hopes
for a utopian society diminish as they face hardships, and the pigs become
indistinguishable from the oppressive humans they once overthrew.

Major Events in the Plot
The novella’s plot can be summarized through a series of critical events that illustrate the
rise and fall of the animal-led society:



Old Major’s speech inspiring the rebellion.1.

The rebellion and expulsion of Mr. Jones.2.

The establishment of the Seven Commandments of Animalism.3.

The power struggle between Napoleon and Snowball.4.

Snowball’s exile and Napoleon’s dictatorship.5.

The gradual revision of the commandments and the pigs’ increasing privileges.6.

The final scene where pigs walk on two legs and interact with humans.7.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The synopsis of Animal Farm by George Orwell prominently features characters who
symbolize various social and political archetypes. Each character plays a vital role in
illustrating Orwell’s critique of political systems and human nature.

Key Animal Characters

Old Major: The wise, elderly boar whose revolutionary ideas spark the rebellion. He
represents Karl Marx and Vladimir Lenin, visionaries of communism.

Napoleon: A cunning and ruthless pig who becomes the farm’s dictator. He
symbolizes Joseph Stalin and the corrupting influence of power.

Snowball: An intelligent and idealistic pig who advocates for progress and education
but is ultimately ousted. He represents Leon Trotsky.

Boxer: A hardworking and loyal cart-horse who embodies the proletariat or working
class, known for his maxims “I will work harder” and “Napoleon is always right.”

Squealer: The pig who acts as Napoleon’s propagandist, manipulating language to
control the other animals.

Mr. Jones: The negligent human farmer symbolizing the oppressive ruling class
overthrown by the animals.



Key Themes in Animal Farm
The synopsis of Animal Farm by George Orwell reveals multiple themes central to the
novella’s message. Orwell uses these themes to explore political corruption, the nature of
power, and the fragility of revolutionary ideals.

Major Themes Explored

Power and Corruption: The narrative demonstrates how power can corrupt even
those with initially noble intentions, as seen in Napoleon’s rise.

Class Struggle and Inequality: The animals’ attempt to create an egalitarian
society ultimately fails as the pigs establish a new hierarchy.

Propaganda and Manipulation: Squealer’s role highlights how language and
information can be twisted to control populations.

Betrayal of Ideals: The progressive distortion of the Seven Commandments shows
the betrayal of the original revolutionary vision.

Animalism as Allegory: The political ideology in the story serves as an allegory for
communism and the Soviet Union’s history.

Symbolism and Allegory in the Novella
Symbolism plays a crucial role in the synopsis of Animal Farm by George Orwell, enriching
the narrative with deeper political and social meanings. The farm and its inhabitants
represent real-world figures and events, making the novella a timeless allegory.

Important Symbolic Elements

Animal Farm: Represents the Soviet Union and its political system.

The Seven Commandments: Symbolize the original ideals of communism, which
are gradually corrupted.

Napoleon’s Dogs: Represent the secret police used to enforce authoritarian rule.

Boxer: Embodies the exploited working class, loyal yet ultimately betrayed.

The Windmill: Symbolizes industrial progress and the manipulation of the masses.



Historical Context and Orwell’s Message
The synopsis of Animal Farm by George Orwell cannot be fully understood without
acknowledging its historical background. Orwell wrote the novella in the aftermath of
World War II, during a time when the Soviet Union’s totalitarian regime was a subject of
intense scrutiny and criticism.

Context and Authorial Intent
Animal Farm serves as a satirical allegory of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the
subsequent rise of Stalinism. Orwell, a democratic socialist, sought to expose the dangers
of totalitarianism and the betrayal of revolutionary ideals. Through the story, Orwell warns
readers about the risks of unchecked power, manipulation, and the loss of freedom. The
novella remains relevant as a critique of authoritarian governments and a reminder of the
importance of vigilance in preserving democratic values.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the synopsis of Animal Farm by George Orwell?
Animal Farm is a satirical novella by George Orwell that tells the story of a group of farm
animals who overthrow their human farmer in hopes of creating an egalitarian society.
However, the pigs who lead the revolution gradually become tyrannical, mirroring the
oppressive behaviors of the humans they replaced. The story serves as an allegory for the
Russian Revolution and critiques totalitarian regimes.

Who are the main characters in Animal Farm and what
roles do they play?
The main characters in Animal Farm include Napoleon, a pig who becomes the farm's
dictator; Snowball, another pig who initially helps lead the revolution but is later ousted;
Boxer, a hardworking horse symbolizing the working class; and Old Major, the boar whose
vision inspires the rebellion. These characters represent key figures and classes in the
Russian Revolution.

What is the central theme of Animal Farm?
The central theme of Animal Farm is the corruption of revolutionary ideals and the
dangers of totalitarianism. It explores how power can corrupt leaders, leading to
oppression and inequality, even when the original goals were freedom and equality for all.

How does Animal Farm reflect historical events?
Animal Farm is an allegory of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the subsequent rise of
the Soviet Union. The characters and events symbolize historical figures like Lenin, Stalin,
and the struggles faced during the revolution and its aftermath, illustrating the betrayal of



revolutionary promises.

What is the significance of the Seven Commandments in
Animal Farm?
The Seven Commandments are a set of rules created by the animals to govern their new
society based on equality and fairness. However, as the pigs gain power, they manipulate
and alter the commandments to justify their privileges and control, symbolizing the
distortion of laws by authoritarian regimes.

How does the ending of Animal Farm reflect its
message?
The ending of Animal Farm, where the pigs become indistinguishable from the humans
and the animals realize they are still oppressed, underscores the novel's message about
the cyclical nature of power and corruption. It highlights how revolutionary ideals can be
betrayed, resulting in a new tyranny.

Why did George Orwell write Animal Farm?
George Orwell wrote Animal Farm as a political allegory to criticize the corruption and
betrayal of the ideals of the Russian Revolution and to warn against the dangers of
totalitarianism and authoritarian rule. He aimed to expose how power can corrupt and
oppress.

What role does propaganda play in Animal Farm?
Propaganda in Animal Farm is used by the pigs, especially Squealer, to manipulate and
control the other animals. It distorts the truth, suppresses dissent, and maintains the pigs'
power, reflecting how authoritarian governments use propaganda to influence and
dominate populations.

How is the theme of inequality portrayed in Animal
Farm?
Inequality in Animal Farm is portrayed through the gradual privileges and power the pigs
acquire over the other animals. Despite the initial promise of equality, the pigs exploit
their intelligence and leadership to dominate, showing how social hierarchies and
oppression persist even after revolutions.

Additional Resources
1. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
This dystopian novel explores a futuristic society where the government exerts extreme
control over its citizens, using technology to suppress individuality and maintain order.
Like *Animal Farm*, it critiques totalitarian regimes and the loss of personal freedoms.
The story examines themes of conformity, propaganda, and the consequences of



sacrificing humanity for stability.

2. 1984 by George Orwell
Another classic by Orwell, *1984* delves into a totalitarian world where Big Brother
watches every move and truth is manipulated by the Party. The novel shares *Animal
Farm*’s exploration of oppressive regimes, propaganda, and the corruption of ideals. It
highlights the dangers of absolute power and the erasure of personal autonomy.

3. Lord of the Flies by William Golding
This novel tells the story of a group of boys stranded on an uninhabited island who
descend into savagery. It explores themes of power, control, and the inherent darkness
within human nature, paralleling how power corrupts in *Animal Farm*. The book serves
as a commentary on civilization versus chaos and the fragility of social order.

4. Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Set in a future society where books are banned and "firemen" burn any that are found, this
novel explores censorship and the suppression of dissenting ideas. It relates to *Animal
Farm* through its portrayal of government control and manipulation of knowledge. The
story underscores the importance of critical thinking and resistance against oppressive
regimes.

5. We by Yevgeny Zamyatin
A foundational dystopian novel, *We* depicts a regimented society where individuality is
forbidden, and citizens live under constant surveillance. It predates and influenced *1984*
and *Animal Farm* by addressing themes of conformity, rebellion, and authoritarian
control. The novel critiques the loss of freedom in the name of collective security.

6. Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift
Though often seen as a children’s book, *Gulliver’s Travels* is a satirical critique of
politics, human nature, and society. Its sharp wit and allegorical style influenced Orwell’s
approach in *Animal Farm*. The novel uses fantastical voyages to different lands to expose
the follies and corruption of governments and mankind.

7. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
This novel presents a dystopian society where women are oppressed and stripped of their
rights under a theocratic regime. Like *Animal Farm*, it explores the mechanisms of
control, propaganda, and the abuse of power. The story is a powerful warning about the
dangers of extremism and loss of freedom.

8. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
A satirical novel set during World War II, *Catch-22* focuses on the absurdities of war and
bureaucracy. It shares *Animal Farm*’s critical tone toward institutions that manipulate
truth and exploit individuals. The book highlights how systems designed to protect can
become oppressive and illogical.

9. Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien
While primarily a fantasy epic, *Lord of the Rings* addresses themes of power, corruption,
and resistance against tyranny. The One Ring symbolizes absolute power that corrupts its
bearer, echoing the corrupting influence of power depicted in *Animal Farm*. The trilogy
emphasizes the struggle to preserve freedom and goodness in the face of overwhelming
evil.
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