
take the tortillas out of your poetry

Take the tortillas out of your poetry is an evocative phrase that has resonated deeply within the literary
community, particularly among poets who seek to challenge conventional forms and expectations. It invites
us to consider the elements we choose to include in our writing, urging us to strip away the excess and
focus on the essentials. This idea comes from a broader movement in poetry that encourages authenticity,
simplicity, and clarity. In this article, we will explore the meaning behind this phrase, its implications for
poetic expression, and practical tips for writers looking to refine their craft.

Understanding the Phrase

The phrase "take the tortillas out of your poetry" suggests removing unnecessary or filler elements from
one's writing. Tortillas, in this context, symbolize anything that might distract from the core message or
emotion of a poem. This metaphor can be interpreted in various ways, depending on the poet's background
and cultural references.

The Cultural Significance of Tortillas

In many cultures, particularly in Latin America, tortillas are a staple food that represents sustenance and
comfort. They are often associated with home, family, and tradition. By invoking this imagery, poets may
be encouraged to consider what is essential in their writing—what nourishes the poem and what detracts
from its impact.

In this sense, "taking the tortillas out" can be seen as a call to prioritize quality over quantity, depth over
breadth. This approach can lead to more profound and resonant poetry that connects with readers on a
visceral level.

The Importance of Simplicity in Poetry

Simplicity in poetry does not mean a lack of complexity or depth. Instead, it refers to the clarity of
expression and the ability to convey emotions and ideas without unnecessary embellishments. Here are
some reasons why simplicity is crucial in poetry:

1. Clarity: A clear message allows readers to connect with the poem's themes and emotions without
confusion.
2. Accessibility: Simple language can make poetry more approachable for a broader audience, inviting



diverse readers to engage with the work.
3. Emotional Impact: Stripped-down language can evoke stronger emotions, as it allows the raw feelings to
shine through without distraction.
4. Focus: By removing excess words and convoluted metaphors, poets can direct the reader's attention to
the most critical aspects of their work.

Practical Steps to "Take the Tortillas Out" of Your Poetry

To help poets refine their craft and embrace the essence of their writing, here are several practical steps
that can be taken:

1. Revise Ruthlessly

Revision is a crucial part of the writing process. After completing a draft, take the time to read through
your work critically. Here are some tips for effective revision:

- Identify filler words: Look for adjectives, adverbs, and phrases that do not add value to the poem. Remove
or replace them with stronger alternatives.
- Eliminate clichés: Common phrases can weaken a poem's impact. Strive for originality and freshness in
your language.
- Focus on imagery: Ensure that your imagery serves the poem's purpose. If an image does not enhance the
emotional or intellectual experience, consider removing it.

2. Seek Feedback

Engaging with other poets and readers can provide valuable perspectives on your work. Consider the
following:

- Join a writing group: Collaborating with others can help identify areas where you might be over-
explaining or diluting your message.
- Attend workshops: Workshops often involve constructive criticism, which can guide you in simplifying
your work.
- Share your poetry: Reading your poems aloud to others can reveal awkward phrasing or overly complex
lines.



3. Embrace Brevity

Brevity is a hallmark of impactful poetry. Here are some strategies for achieving brevity:

- Use line breaks effectively: Breaking lines in strategic places can create emphasis and rhythm, allowing
you to convey more with less.
- Practice writing haikus or other short forms: These forms challenge you to express profound ideas in
limited space, honing your ability to choose words carefully.
- Limit your word count: Set a word limit for your drafts to force yourself to be concise.

4. Read Widely and Analytically

Reading a diverse range of poetry can inspire and inform your writing style. Pay attention to how
different poets achieve simplicity:

- Contemporary poets: Explore the works of poets known for their clear language, such as Mary Oliver,
Langston Hughes, or Naomi Shihab Nye.
- Classic poets: Analyze the works of poets like William Carlos Williams or Emily Dickinson, who skillfully
use language to evoke strong feelings with minimal words.
- Create a list: Compile a list of poems that resonate with you due to their simplicity and emotional depth.
Study their structure, language, and imagery.

The Role of Emotion in Poetry

At the heart of great poetry lies emotion. "Taking the tortillas out" emphasizes the importance of allowing
genuine feelings to emerge in your work. Here are some ways to ensure that your poetry remains
emotionally resonant:

1. Write from Personal Experience

Drawing from personal experiences can lend authenticity to your poetry. Consider these strategies:

- Journaling: Keep a journal to capture thoughts and feelings that may serve as inspiration for your poems.
- Explore vulnerability: Don’t shy away from expressing your fears, joys, and sorrows. Authenticity in
emotion resonates deeply with readers.



2. Use Sensory Language

Sensory details can evoke strong emotions and help readers connect with your work. Focus on:

- Sight: Describe colors, shapes, and movements.
- Sound: Incorporate auditory imagery that creates a musical quality in your poetry.
- Touch: Use tactile descriptions to engage the reader's senses.

3. Create a Strong Opening

The first line of a poem sets the tone and captures the reader's attention. Consider these techniques:

- Start with a striking image: An evocative image can draw readers in and create intrigue.
- Pose a question: Questions can engage readers and encourage them to think critically about the poem's
themes.

Conclusion

"Take the tortillas out of your poetry" serves as a powerful reminder for poets to strive for clarity,
simplicity, and emotional resonance in their writing. By removing unnecessary elements, poets can distill
their work to its essence, creating pieces that resonate deeply with readers. Through ruthless revision,
seeking feedback, embracing brevity, and focusing on personal emotion, poets can refine their craft and
produce work that genuinely reflects their voice. Ultimately, poetry is about connection, and by taking the
tortillas out, we can allow the heart of our work to shine through.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'take the tortillas out of your poetry' mean?
It suggests removing unnecessary or filler elements from your poetry to enhance its authenticity and
clarity.

How can I apply the concept of 'taking the tortillas out' to my writing
process?
Focus on refining your work by eliminating clichés, redundant phrases, and anything that doesn't
contribute to your poem's core message.



Why is it important to strip down poetry to its essentials?
Stripping down poetry helps to convey emotions and ideas more powerfully, allowing readers to connect
on a deeper level.

Are there specific techniques to 'take the tortillas out' in poetry?
Yes, techniques include using strong imagery, active voice, and precise language, as well as revising drafts
to remove excess wording.

Can 'taking the tortillas out' apply to other forms of writing?
Absolutely! This concept is relevant in all writing forms, encouraging clarity and conciseness to engage the
audience effectively.

Who coined the phrase 'take the tortillas out of your poetry'?
The phrase is often attributed to various poets and writing instructors who emphasize the importance of
clarity and simplicity in poetry.

What are common pitfalls that lead to poetic excess?
Common pitfalls include overusing adjectives, relying on clichés, and including tangential ideas that distract
from the main theme.

How can I ensure my poetry is free of unnecessary elements?
After writing, take a break, then revisit your work with a critical eye, asking whether each word and line
serves a purpose.

What impact does 'taking the tortillas out' have on the reader's
experience?
It creates a more engaging and impactful reading experience, allowing readers to focus on the poem's
emotional and thematic depth.
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