taking care of business song

Taking Care of Business is a classic anthem that has resonated with audiences since its release in
1973. Written and performed by the Canadian rock band Bachman-Turner Overdrive (BTO), the song
has become synonymous with the notion of hard work, determination, and the pursuit of success.
This article delves into the origins, themes, impact, and legacy of "Taking Care of Business,"
exploring why it remains a timeless motivational anthem.

Origins of "Taking Care of Business"

The song "Taking Care of Business" was written by Randy Bachman, one of the founding members of
Bachman-Turner Overdrive. The inspiration for the song came during the early days of the band's
career when they were navigating the challenges of the music industry. The band, originally formed
in 1973, consisted of Randy Bachman, Fred Turner, Tim Bachman, and Robbie Bachman. Their
collective experiences of balancing creativity with the demands of business shaped the narrative of
the song.

The recording process took place at the RCA Studios in Toronto, Canada. The song features a
distinctive riff and an upbeat tempo, characteristics that helped it gain popularity. Upon its release
as a single in 1973, "Taking Care of Business" quickly climbed the charts, reaching the top 10 in
several countries and solidifying BTO's status as a leading rock band of the era.

Thematic Elements of the Song

"Taking Care of Business" encapsulates several key themes that resonate with listeners across
generations:

1. Hard Work and Determination

The central message of the song revolves around the importance of hard work. The lyrics highlight
the idea that success does not come easy; it requires dedication and effort. Lines such as “You get
up every morning from your alarm clock’s warning” emphasize the daily grind that many individuals
experience in their pursuit of success. This theme encourages listeners to embrace their
responsibilities and to strive for their goals, regardless of the obstacles they may face.

2. Self-Motivation and Independence

Another significant theme is self-motivation. The song encourages individuals to take charge of their
lives and careers. It promotes the idea that one must be proactive in seeking their dreams rather

than waiting for opportunities to present themselves. The phrase “taking care of business” serves as
a rallying cry for listeners to seize control of their circumstances and work towards their aspirations.



3. Celebration of Everyday Life

In addition to its motivational undertones, "Taking Care of Business" has a celebratory aspect. It
acknowledges the everyday efforts of individuals, from the office worker to the tradesperson,
highlighting that everyone’s contributions are essential for success. This celebration of the common
man’s journey resonates with many, making the song relatable to a broad audience.

Musical Composition and Style

The musical composition of "Taking Care of Business" is a blend of rock and roll, characterized by its
catchy guitar riffs, driving rhythms, and powerful vocals. Here are some notable elements of its
composition:

e Guitar Riff: The song opens with an iconic guitar riff that immediately captures the listener's
attention. This riff is not only memorable but also serves as the backbone of the track.

e Rhythm Section: The driving beat, supported by bass and drums, creates an energetic feel
that encourages listeners to move and sing along.

e Vocals: Randy Bachman'’s vocal delivery is both powerful and engaging, effectively conveying
the song's motivational message.

The combination of these elements contributes to the song's enduring popularity, making it a staple
in various media, including commercials, movies, and sports events.

Impact and Popularity

Since its release, "Taking Care of Business" has had a significant cultural impact. The song has been
featured in numerous films and television shows, often used in scenes depicting triumph, hard work,
or the hustle of everyday life. Some notable appearances include:

1. Office Space (1999): The song plays during a pivotal scene that emphasizes the monotony of
office life, adding a touch of irony to the narrative.

2. Fever Pitch (2005): The song is used in scenes celebrating the excitement of baseball and
the determination of fans.

3. Commercials: Various advertisements have leveraged the song's motivational qualities to
promote products ranging from cars to office supplies.



In addition to its use in media, "Taking Care of Business" has maintained its popularity through live
performances and radio play. The song is often included in BTO’s setlists, and its infectious energy
continues to engage audiences during concerts.

Legacy of "Taking Care of Business"

The legacy of "Taking Care of Business" is evident in its enduring relevance. The song has been
covered by various artists and has inspired countless individuals in their personal and professional
lives. Its message of hard work and self-motivation resonates particularly well in today’s fast-paced
world, where many seek inspiration to pursue their dreams.

Moreover, the song has become an anthem for businesses and entrepreneurs, often played at
corporate events and motivational seminars. It serves as a reminder that success is achievable
through diligence and commitment.

Influence on Other Artists

The influence of "Taking Care of Business" extends beyond its immediate success. Many
contemporary artists cite BTO as an inspiration, and the song’s themes can be seen reflected in
various genres, from rock to hip-hop. The motivational aspects of the song have been adopted by
numerous artists to convey messages of perseverance and ambition.

Continued Relevance in Modern Culture

Today, "Taking Care of Business" continues to find its place in modern culture. With the rise of
entrepreneurship and the gig economy, the song’s message resonates with a generation that values
independence and hard work. The phrase itself has entered the vernacular, often used in business
contexts to signify taking action and being proactive.

Conclusion

"Taking Care of Business" by Bachman-Turner Overdrive stands as a powerful anthem that
celebrates hard work, self-motivation, and the everyday efforts of individuals striving for success. Its
infectious energy, memorable riffs, and relatable themes have cemented its place in musical history.
As the song continues to inspire and energize listeners, it serves as a testament to the timeless
nature of its message—if you want to achieve your goals, you must take care of business. Whether in
the workplace, in personal endeavors, or in everyday life, the spirit of this classic anthem remains
alive and well, motivating individuals to take charge of their destinies.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the song 'Takin' Care of Business'
by Bachman-Turner Overdrive?

The main theme of the song revolves around the idea of hard work, commitment, and the hustle of
daily life, emphasizing the importance of taking care of responsibilities while also enjoying life.

When was 'Takin' Care of Business' released and how did it
perform on the charts?

'Takin' Care of Business' was released in 1973 and became one of Bachman-Turner Overdrive's most
successful songs, reaching number 12 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.

What impact did 'Takin' Care of Business' have on popular
culture?

The song has become an anthem for productivity and motivation, often used in commercials, movies,
and sporting events, solidifying its place in popular culture.

Who wrote 'Takin' Care of Business' and what inspired its
creation?

Randy Bachman wrote 'Takin' Care of Business', and it was inspired by his own experiences with the
challenges of balancing work and music career, as well as the everyday grind.

What musical elements make 'Takin' Care of Business' stand
out?

The song features a catchy guitar riff, a driving rhythm, and an upbeat tempo, which contribute to
its energetic feel and make it memorable and appealing to listeners.
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