
tale of the three trees
Tale of the Three Trees is a beautiful and imaginative story that has captured the hearts
of many over the years. This timeless parable tells the journey of three trees who had
dreams of what they wanted to become when they grew up. Each tree has its own
aspirations, and the story unfolds to reveal how their dreams are realized in unexpected
and profound ways. This article will explore the themes, characters, and the moral lessons
that can be drawn from the Tale of the Three Trees.

Overview of the Tale

The Tale of the Three Trees is a cherished story that often appears in children's literature.
The narrative revolves around three trees growing on a hillside, each with a unique
dream:

1. The first tree dreams of becoming a magnificent treasure chest, filled with gold and
jewels.
2. The second tree wishes to grow into a strong sailing ship, carrying kings across the
seas.
3. The third tree hopes to remain on the hillside, growing tall and strong, so that it can
point people to God.

As the story unfolds, each tree's dreams are challenged by the realities of life, leading to
unexpected outcomes that ultimately fulfill their deeper purposes.

Characters in the Tale

The three trees serve as the primary characters in the story, each representing different
aspirations and life journeys. Let's take a closer look at each tree:

The First Tree

The first tree, eager to become a treasure chest, symbolizes materialism and the desire for
wealth. It yearns for a life filled with luxury and richness. However, its fate takes a turn
when it is transformed into a manger, holding the most precious treasure of all—baby
Jesus. This transformation highlights the idea that true value is not found in material
possessions but in serving a higher purpose.

The Second Tree

The second tree, which longs to be a grand sailing ship, represents ambition and



adventure. It dreams of navigating the vast oceans and carrying important figures.
However, it is made into a humble fishing boat, which carries Jesus and his disciples. This
tree learns that serving others and being part of a divine mission is far greater than any
personal ambition.

The Third Tree

The third tree, desiring to point people to God, symbolizes faith and humility. Unlike the
other two trees, it does not yearn for grandeur or material wealth. When it is cut down and
fashioned into a simple cross, it ultimately fulfills its dream by becoming the instrument of
Jesus' sacrifice. This tree’s journey emphasizes the significance of selflessness and the
powerful impact of faith.

Themes Explored in the Tale

The Tale of the Three Trees delves into several profound themes that resonate with
readers of all ages. Here are some of the most prominent themes:

Purpose and Fulfillment

One of the core themes of the story is the concept of purpose. Each tree has its own vision
of what it wants to achieve. However, their journeys demonstrate that true fulfillment
often comes from embracing unexpected roles that align with a greater purpose. This
theme encourages readers to reflect on their own lives and consider how they might find
meaning beyond their initial aspirations.

Humility and Service

The story emphasizes the importance of humility and the value of serving others. Each
tree's transformation leads to a greater good, reminding readers that selflessness can lead
to the most significant impact. The story teaches that our contributions to the world, no
matter how humble, can have eternal significance.

Faith and Trust

Faith plays a crucial role in the Tale of the Three Trees. The third tree, in particular,
embodies unwavering trust in a higher power. The narrative encourages readers to have
faith, even in times of uncertainty, and to trust that their journeys will lead them to their
true purpose.



Moral Lessons from the Tale

The Tale of the Three Trees imparts several moral lessons that can inspire readers to
reflect on their own lives and values. Here are some key takeaways:

True Value Is Found in Purpose: Material wealth and personal ambitions may not
lead to fulfillment. Instead, understanding and embracing a higher purpose can bring
true joy.

The Power of Selflessness: Serving others and contributing to a greater cause can
have a profound impact, even if the actions seem small or insignificant.

Embrace Change: Life may not always go as planned, but embracing change and
trusting the journey can lead to unexpected blessings.

Faith in a Higher Plan: Having faith in something greater than oneself can provide
comfort and guidance during life’s challenges.

Conclusion

The Tale of the Three Trees is a timeless story that resonates with readers of all ages.
Its rich themes of purpose, humility, and faith encourage us to reflect on our own
aspirations and the paths we take in life. The journey of the three trees serves as a
reminder that true fulfillment often comes from embracing our roles in a much larger
narrative. Regardless of our dreams, the story teaches us that our lives can have profound
significance when we align our actions with a higher purpose, serve others, and maintain
faith in the journey ahead. The Tale of the Three Trees continues to inspire and guide,
reminding us that sometimes, the most extraordinary outcomes come from the most
humble beginnings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Tale of the Three
Trees'?
The main theme is the idea of having dreams and aspirations, and how those dreams can
be transformed into something greater than one could imagine.

Who are the main characters in 'The Tale of the Three



Trees'?
The main characters are the three trees, each representing different dreams: one wants to
be a strong ship, another a beautiful treasure chest, and the third wishes to grow tall and
point to God.

How do the three trees' dreams come true in the story?
Each tree's dream is realized in unexpected ways; the first becomes a humble fishing boat,
the second becomes a cradle that holds the baby Jesus, and the third becomes the cross on
which Jesus is crucified.

What lesson do the three trees learn by the end of the
story?
The trees learn that their true purpose is far more significant than their original dreams,
emphasizing that fulfillment often comes from serving a greater purpose.

Is 'The Tale of the Three Trees' based on a specific
religious story?
Yes, the story incorporates elements from Christian teachings, especially regarding the
life of Jesus and the significance of the cross.

What age group is 'The Tale of the Three Trees' suitable
for?
The book is primarily aimed at children, making it suitable for ages 4 to 10, but its themes
resonate with readers of all ages.

What is the significance of the illustrations in 'The Tale
of the Three Trees'?
The illustrations enhance the storytelling by visually representing the trees' dreams and
their ultimate transformations, helping to convey the emotional depth of the narrative.

How has 'The Tale of the Three Trees' influenced
modern storytelling?
Its message about purpose and redemption has inspired many adaptations and discussions
around dreams, faith, and life’s unexpected turns in both literature and other forms of
media.
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