
tales from the coral court photos and
stories from a lost route 66 landmark
Tales from the Coral Court evoke memories of a vibrant era when Route 66 was
the epitome of American road trips, a time when every stop along the iconic
highway offered a unique glimpse into the culture and history of the nation.
The Coral Court, a long-lost landmark nestled in the heart of St. Louis,
Missouri, was more than just a motel; it was a sanctuary for travelers, a hub
of stories, and a relic of mid-20th-century Americana. This article explores
the fascinating tales and the enchanting photographs that capture the essence
of the Coral Court, showcasing its significance as a part of the Route 66
legacy.

The History of the Coral Court

Origins and Establishment

The Coral Court was established in 1941 by a visionary entrepreneur who
recognized the potential of providing comfortable and affordable
accommodation for those traveling along the bustling Route 66. The motel was
designed in a unique Art Deco style that reflected the optimism and
innovation of the post-war era.

- Location: Situated just off the busy stretch of Route 66, it became a
popular stop for families, truckers, and tourists alike.
- Architecture: The Coral Court featured colorful coral-colored brickwork,
distinctive neon signs, and whimsical motifs that would become emblematic of
mid-century American roadside attractions.

The Golden Era

During the 1950s and 1960s, the Coral Court thrived as a destination,
capturing the hearts of countless travelers.

- Amenities: Guests enjoyed amenities such as swimming pools, air
conditioning, and even television sets—luxuries at the time.
- Social Hub: The motel had a diner where patrons could enjoy hearty meals
and share stories about their adventures on the road. The Coral Court was not
just a place to sleep; it was a gathering spot where friendships were formed
and memories were created.



The Decline of the Coral Court

As the years passed and the allure of interstate travel began to overshadow
the charm of Route 66, the Coral Court faced challenges that would ultimately
lead to its decline.

Shifts in Travel Trends

The introduction of the interstate highway system in the 1960s drastically
changed the landscape of American travel.

- New Routes: Travelers began to favor faster routes over the scenic and
historic Route 66, resulting in a significant drop in business for motels
like the Coral Court.
- Neglect: As business dwindled, the once-vibrant motel suffered from
neglect, leading to deteriorating facilities and a decline in visitor
numbers.

Closure and Abandonment

In the early 2000s, the Coral Court was officially closed, marking the end of
an era.

- Final Days: The once-bustling motel fell into disrepair, with broken
windows and overgrown landscaping symbolizing the loss of its former glory.
- Preservation Efforts: Despite its decline, many locals and preservationists
recognized the Coral Court's historical significance, leading to efforts to
document its story.

Photographic Chronicles

The tales of the Coral Court are richly interwoven with photographs that
encapsulate its spirit, charm, and the stories of those who passed through
its doors.

A Glimpse into the Past

Photographs from the Coral Court often depict:

- Guests Enjoying Their Stay: Families posing in front of their rooms,
couples enjoying a meal in the diner, and children playing by the pool.
- Architectural Details: Close-ups of the neon signs, unique motifs, and the



colorful brickwork that made the Coral Court stand out.
- Landscapes and Surroundings: Images showcasing the lush landscapes that
enveloped the motel, providing a serene backdrop for weary travelers.

Documenting the Stories

Each photograph tells a story, capturing moments in time that reflect the
lives of those who visited.

- Personal Narratives: Many images come with anecdotes from former guests,
recounting their experiences and the emotions tied to their stay.
- Fading Memories: As the years pass, the photographs serve as a poignant
reminder of the motel's significance in the lives of many.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Despite its closure, the Coral Court remains a significant part of Route 66
history, representing the broader story of American travel and hospitality.

Influence on Popular Culture

The Coral Court has not only left an imprint on the hearts of those who
visited but also influenced popular culture:

- Literature: Numerous authors have referenced the Coral Court in their
works, using it as a symbol of nostalgia and the American road trip
experience.
- Film and Television: The motel's unique aesthetic and stories have inspired
filmmakers, leading to appearances in documentaries and films focused on
Route 66.

Preservation and Remembering the Coral Court

Efforts to preserve the memory of the Coral Court continue through various
initiatives:

- Historical Societies: Local historical societies are working to archive
photographs, stories, and artifacts related to the Coral Court.
- Community Events: Events celebrating Route 66 often include tributes to the
Coral Court, where stories and memories are shared among attendees.



Visiting the Site Today

Though the Coral Court itself is no longer standing, its legacy lives on in
the hearts of those who remember it.

A Journey into History

Visitors to St. Louis can still explore the remnants of the Route 66
experience:

- Historical Markers: Several markers and signs commemorate the motel's
location, offering insights into its history.
- Nearby Attractions: Travelers can visit other historic landmarks along
Route 66, creating a nostalgic journey through time.

Connecting with the Past

For those interested in the history of the Coral Court, engaging with the
local community offers opportunities to learn more:

- Storytelling Events: Many communities host storytelling events where locals
share their experiences and memories of the Coral Court.
- Photography Exhibits: Art galleries and historical societies often feature
exhibitions dedicated to Route 66, showcasing photographs and artifacts from
the Coral Court.

Conclusion

Tales from the Coral Court represent a rich tapestry of history, nostalgia,
and cultural significance. As one of the many landmarks that defined the
spirit of Route 66, the motel serves as a reminder of the golden age of
American travel. Through photographs and stories, we can keep the memory of
the Coral Court alive, celebrating the journeys of those who once found
solace within its walls. Whether you are a history buff, a road trip
enthusiast, or simply someone who appreciates the beauty of storytelling, the
tales of the Coral Court are sure to resonate, inviting you to explore the
legacy of this beloved landmark.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Tales from the Coral Court' about?
'Tales from the Coral Court' is a collection of photos and stories that
document the history of the Coral Court Motel, a once-popular Route 66
landmark known for its unique architecture and vibrant past.

Why is the Coral Court Motel significant?
The Coral Court Motel is significant as it represents the classic roadside
motels that catered to travelers on Route 66, showcasing mid-20th century
American culture and hospitality.

What type of stories can be found in 'Tales from the
Coral Court'?
The book features personal anecdotes, historical accounts, and nostalgic
reflections from visitors and owners, capturing the essence and memories
associated with the Coral Court.

Are there any notable photographs included in the
collection?
Yes, the collection includes a range of photographs that highlight the Coral
Court's distinctive architecture, interior designs, and scenes from the
surrounding area during its heyday.

How does 'Tales from the Coral Court' contribute to
Route 66 preservation?
'Tales from the Coral Court' contributes to Route 66 preservation by raising
awareness of the cultural heritage of the highway and the importance of
maintaining historical landmarks.

Who are the primary contributors to the stories in
the collection?
The primary contributors include former guests, local historians, and
descendants of the original owners who share their experiences and insights
about the Coral Court.

What themes are explored in the stories?
Themes explored in the stories include nostalgia, the evolution of travel
culture, and the impact of urban development on historic landmarks.



Is 'Tales from the Coral Court' available in digital
format?
Yes, 'Tales from the Coral Court' is available in both print and digital
formats, making it accessible to a wider audience interested in Route 66
history.

What can visitors learn about the Coral Court
through this collection?
Visitors can learn about the unique architectural features, the stories of
past guests, and the cultural significance of the Coral Court within the
context of American travel history.

How can one obtain a copy of 'Tales from the Coral
Court'?
Copies of 'Tales from the Coral Court' can be obtained through online
retailers, local bookstores, and possibly at Route 66 museums or visitor
centers.
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