
tallest qb in nfl history
tallest qb in nfl history is a fascinating topic that highlights some of the
most physically imposing athletes to ever take the field. Quarterbacks, known
for their leadership and skill, come in a variety of sizes, but a select few
stand out due to their extraordinary height. This article explores the
tallest quarterbacks in NFL history, examining their careers, playing styles,
and how their stature influenced their performance. From towering passers who
changed the game to those who faced unique challenges due to their height,
the discussion offers valuable insights into the role of physical attributes
in professional football. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of
how height factors into quarterback success and how some of the tallest
players have left their mark on the league. The following sections cover the
tallest quarterbacks ever, their impact on the NFL, and detailed profiles of
these exceptional athletes.
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The Tallest Quarterbacks in NFL History
The NFL has seen a range of quarterback heights, but only a few have reached
extraordinary heights that set them apart. Generally, the average NFL
quarterback stands between 6 feet 2 inches and 6 feet 4 inches, but the
tallest quarterbacks in NFL history exceed even these measurements. These
players have ranged from 6 feet 6 inches to as tall as 6 feet 8 inches,
showcasing a remarkable physical presence on the field.

Noteworthy Tallest Quarterbacks
Several quarterbacks have made headlines for their towering stature. Among
them, players such as Dan McGwire, Brock Osweiler, and Ben Roethlisberger are
often cited as some of the tallest to play the position. Dan McGwire,
standing at 6 feet 8 inches, is frequently recognized as the tallest
quarterback in NFL history. Brock Osweiler and Ben Roethlisberger both stand
at 6 feet 7 inches, placing them among the tallest as well.



Height Comparison
To provide context, here is a concise list of some of the tallest
quarterbacks in NFL history:

Dan McGwire – 6 feet 8 inches

Brock Osweiler – 6 feet 7 inches

Ben Roethlisberger – 6 feet 7 inches

Ty Detmer – 6 feet 6 inches

Joe Flacco – 6 feet 6 inches

Impact of Height on Quarterback Performance
Height can provide several advantages for quarterbacks, such as improved
field vision and the ability to see over defensive lines. Taller quarterbacks
often have longer arms, which can help in throwing passes around defenders.
However, height alone does not guarantee success; mechanics, decision-making,
and athleticism remain critical factors.

Advantages of Being a Tall Quarterback
Taller quarterbacks generally benefit from:

Better line of sight over the offensive and defensive lines

Increased throwing leverage and potential for stronger passes

Greater reach for handling snaps and avoiding sacks

Potential Drawbacks
On the other hand, taller quarterbacks may face challenges such as:

Higher center of gravity, potentially affecting mobility and balance

Longer throws requiring precise timing and coordination

Increased vulnerability to injuries due to larger frame



Profiles of Notable Tallest NFL Quarterbacks
Examining individual careers provides insight into how some of the tallest
quarterbacks in NFL history have performed and influenced the game. Their
unique physical attributes contributed to their playing style and career
trajectory.

Dan McGwire
Standing at 6 feet 8 inches, Dan McGwire is widely regarded as the tallest
quarterback in NFL history. Drafted in the first round in 1991, McGwire's
height gave him an exceptional field view, but his career was relatively
brief. Despite his physical advantages, consistency and injuries limited his
success in the league.

Brock Osweiler
Brock Osweiler, at 6 feet 7 inches, played for multiple NFL teams, including
the Denver Broncos and Houston Texans. His height contributed to his ability
to see over the line, and he was part of the Broncos' Super Bowl 50-winning
team. Osweiler's career demonstrated how height combined with athleticism can
be an asset in the NFL.

Ben Roethlisberger
Also standing 6 feet 7 inches tall, Ben Roethlisberger is one of the most
successful tall quarterbacks in NFL history. Known for his durability, strong
arm, and leadership, Roethlisberger led the Pittsburgh Steelers to multiple
Super Bowl victories. His height helped him evade defenders and deliver
precise throws under pressure.

Joe Flacco
At 6 feet 6 inches, Joe Flacco is another tall NFL quarterback with a notable
career. He is known for his strong arm and calm demeanor, leading the
Baltimore Ravens to a Super Bowl XLVII victory. Flacco's height allowed him
to make accurate throws even in tight situations.

Challenges and Advantages of Being a Tall
Quarterback
While height can provide clear benefits, it also presents unique challenges
for quarterbacks. Understanding these factors helps explain the varying



career outcomes among the tallest NFL quarterbacks.

Mobility and Agility
Taller quarterbacks may struggle with quick changes of direction and
maintaining balance, which are essential for evading defenders and extending
plays. Mobility is a crucial skill in modern NFL offenses, and some extremely
tall quarterbacks have faced difficulties adapting to faster-paced play
styles.

Injury Risks
Due to their larger frames, taller quarterbacks can be more prone to certain
injuries, particularly in the lower body. The physical demands of the NFL
mean that durability plays a vital role in career longevity, and taller
quarterbacks often require customized training and conditioning to mitigate
risks.

Mechanical Adjustments
Throwing mechanics can be more difficult to perfect for taller quarterbacks
because of longer limbs and the need for precise coordination. Coaches often
work extensively with tall quarterbacks to optimize their throwing motion and
reduce the risk of injury.

Height Trends Among Modern NFL Quarterbacks
In recent years, the NFL has seen a blend of quarterback heights, with
successful players ranging from shorter, mobile passers to taller, pocket-
oriented quarterbacks. The trend indicates that while height remains an
advantage, versatility and skill are increasingly prioritized.

Examples of Tall Modern Quarterbacks
Current NFL rosters include several tall quarterbacks who continue to
demonstrate that height can complement a diverse skill set. Players like
Patrick Mahomes (6 feet 3 inches) and Josh Allen (6 feet 5 inches) showcase
how tall quarterbacks can combine physicality with agility and strong passing
ability.

Evolution of the Quarterback Position
The quarterback position has evolved to emphasize not only physical traits



such as height but also mobility, decision-making speed, and adaptability.
While the tallest QB in NFL history remains a point of interest, coaches and
scouts look holistically at a player's potential and fit within an offensive
system.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the tallest quarterback in NFL history?
The tallest quarterback in NFL history is Dan McGwire, who stands 6 feet 8
inches tall.

How tall is Dan McGwire, the tallest NFL
quarterback?
Dan McGwire is 6 feet 8 inches (203 cm) tall.

Have any quarterbacks taller than 6'7" played in the
NFL?
Yes, quarterbacks such as Dan McGwire and Brock Osweiler have played in the
NFL at heights of 6'8" and 6'7" respectively.

Does being tall provide an advantage for NFL
quarterbacks?
Being tall can help quarterbacks see over the offensive and defensive lines,
but success also depends on skills like accuracy, decision-making, and
athleticism.

Are there any current NFL quarterbacks who are among
the tallest in history?
As of recent seasons, quarterbacks like Brock Purdy (6'1") and Josh Allen
(6'5") are tall but do not surpass the tallest in NFL history like Dan
McGwire at 6'8".

Who are some notable tall quarterbacks besides Dan
McGwire in NFL history?
Notable tall quarterbacks include Brock Osweiler (6'7"), Ben Roethlisberger
(6'5"), and Joe Flacco (6'6").



Additional Resources
1. The Towering Signal Callers: NFL's Tallest Quarterbacks
This book explores the careers and lives of the tallest quarterbacks in NFL
history, highlighting their unique challenges and advantages on the field. It
delves into the physical and mental attributes that helped these towering
athletes succeed. Readers will gain insight into how height influenced their
playing style and legacy.

2. Above the Line of Scrimmage: Giants of the Quarterback Position
Focusing on quarterbacks who stand well above average height, this book tells
the stories of these remarkable players who changed the game with their
stature. It combines historical analysis with personal anecdotes to paint a
vivid picture of their impact on football. The book also discusses how height
affects quarterback mechanics and visibility.

3. Sky High: The Rise of the NFL’s Tallest Quarterbacks
Sky High chronicles the journey of the NFL’s tallest quarterbacks from their
early days in college to their professional careers. It examines how their
height provided both opportunities and obstacles in a league dominated by
speed and agility. The book features interviews with players, coaches, and
analysts.

4. Standing Tall: The Evolution of Height at the Quarterback Position
This book provides a comprehensive look at how the quarterback position has
evolved over time, with a special focus on players who brought exceptional
height to the role. It analyzes trends, training methods, and game strategies
that accommodate taller quarterbacks. Readers will discover how these
athletes have reshaped the traditional quarterback mold.

5. Height and Huddle: The NFL’s Tallest Quarterbacks Uncovered
Height and Huddle dives deep into the physical and psychological aspects of
being a tall quarterback in the NFL. Through detailed profiles, it showcases
how these players leverage their size for better field vision and passing
angles. The book also addresses common misconceptions about tall
quarterbacks.

6. Giant Arms and Golden Arms: Tall QBs Who Dominated the NFL
This book celebrates the tall quarterbacks who not only reached great heights
physically but also achieved remarkable success on the field. It highlights
their statistics, memorable games, and contributions to their teams. Readers
will find inspiring stories of perseverance and skill.

7. The Vertical Advantage: How Height Shapes Quarterback Success
Exploring the biomechanical and tactical benefits of height, this book
explains why taller quarterbacks can excel in the NFL. It includes expert
commentary on throwing mechanics, defensive reads, and pocket presence aided
by stature. The Vertical Advantage is a must-read for fans and aspiring
players alike.

8. From Sidelines to Skylines: The Tallest Quarterbacks’ Path to Glory



This narrative-driven book follows the personal and professional journeys of
the tallest quarterbacks in NFL history. It covers their upbringing, training
regimens, and the pivotal moments that defined their careers. The book also
touches on the broader cultural impact of their success.

9. The High Tower Playmakers: Tall Quarterbacks Who Changed the Game
The High Tower Playmakers profiles a select group of tall quarterbacks who
revolutionized offensive play in the NFL. It examines their innovative
techniques, leadership qualities, and how their height gave them an edge over
defenders. This book combines sports analysis with compelling storytelling.
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