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General George S. Patton is a name synonymous with military prowess, strategic brilliance, and
relentless determination during World War II. However, behind the scenes of his celebrated military
career lies a chilling narrative involving plots, conspiracies, and the controversial circumstances
surrounding his untimely death. This article delves into the events leading up to what some have
labeled as a plot to assassinate Patton, exploring the motivations, the people involved, and the
subsequent fallout from this dark chapter in history.

Background on General George S. Patton

General Patton was born on November 11, 1885, in San Gabriel, California. He was a key figure in
World War II, known for his leadership in the North African Campaign and the liberation of Europe.
Patton's aggressive tactics and unyielding spirit earned him both admiration and criticism. His
outspoken nature and unfiltered opinions often put him at odds with political leaders and other
military officials.

Military Achievements

1. North Africa Campaign: Patton's leadership helped turn the tide against Axis forces in North
Africa.
2. Sicily Invasion: He played a pivotal role in the successful Allied invasion of Sicily in 1943.
3. Battle of the Bulge: Patton's Third Army was instrumental in the counteroffensive during the
Battle of the Bulge.
4. Liberation of Germany: His forces were among the first to enter Germany, showcasing his tactical
genius.

The Context of the Assassination Plot

As World War II came to a close, Patton's views on post-war Europe and his vocal criticisms of Soviet
policies began to raise eyebrows among U.S. military and political leaders. His belief that the Soviet
Union posed a significant threat to Western Europe and his controversial statements regarding
Germany's potential as an ally led to mounting tensions.

Political Climate

1. Cold War Tensions: The onset of the Cold War created a polarized environment, where former



allies became increasingly suspicious of each other's intentions.
2. Patton's Outspoken Views: Patton often expressed his disdain for the Soviet Union, advocating for
a more aggressive stance against communism.
3. Concerns from Superiors: His superiors in the military and government began to view him as a
liability due to his unpredictability and potential to spark international tensions.

The Incident: Patton's Mysterious Accident

On December 9, 1945, General Patton was involved in a car accident in Mannheim, Germany, which
left him severely injured. The circumstances surrounding the accident raised numerous questions
and fueled speculation about whether it was merely an unfortunate event or part of a more sinister
plot.

Details of the Accident

- Patton was riding in a Cadillac driven by his chief of staff, Major General Hobart Gay.
- The vehicle collided with a military truck, resulting in severe injuries to Patton, including a broken
neck.
- He was hospitalized and remained in critical condition for several days before succumbing to his
injuries on December 21, 1945.

Theories of Assassination

In the wake of Patton's death, several theories emerged suggesting that he had been targeted for
assassination. These theories ranged from plausible to far-fetched, but they highlighted the intense
emotions surrounding his legacy and the political landscape of the time.

Key Theories

1. Soviet Involvement: Some theorists posited that the Soviets orchestrated the accident to eliminate
Patton, viewing him as a significant threat to their ambitions in Europe.
2. U.S. Military Discontent: Others suggested that factions within the U.S. military, displeased with
Patton's public statements, may have sought to silence him permanently.
3. Political Maneuvering: Given Patton's contentious relationship with various political figures, some
believed that a motivated group could have conspired against him to protect their own interests.

Investigations and Controversies

Following the accident, an investigation was conducted, but the findings were inconclusive. The lack
of transparency surrounding the investigation led to further speculation and distrust.



Key Investigative Points

- Eyewitness Testimony: Some eyewitnesses claimed the accident seemed staged, noting unusual
circumstances surrounding the collision.
- Lack of Immediate Medical Attention: Critics pointed to delays in medical treatment, questioning
whether timely intervention could have saved Patton's life.
- Cover-Up Allegations: Some conspiracy theorists argued that there was a deliberate cover-up to
obscure the true nature of the events leading to Patton's death.

Legacy and Impact

General George S. Patton's legacy endures, both as a military strategist and as a controversial figure
in American history. His death, shrouded in mystery and speculation, has left an indelible mark on
how we view historical narratives and the complexities of leadership in times of war.

Impact on Military Leadership

- Caution in Public Statements: Patton's fate served as a cautionary tale for military leaders
regarding the implications of their public statements.
- Re-evaluation of Military Strategy: His views on the post-war world influenced subsequent military
strategies and U.S. foreign policy.

Continued Speculation

The intrigue surrounding Patton's death has inspired numerous books, documentaries, and films,
each exploring different angles of the assassination theories. The debate over whether he was
targeted continues to captivate historians and the public alike.

Conclusion

The plot to assassinate General George S. Patton remains one of the many mysteries of World War
II. While the official narrative attributes his death to a tragic accident, the layers of conspiracy and
speculation surrounding his demise highlight the complexities of power, politics, and military
leadership. As we reflect on Patton's life and legacy, we must also recognize the potential for hidden
agendas and the lengths to which individuals and groups might go to achieve their goals. The story
of Target Patton serves as a reminder that history is often more intricate than it appears, filled with
shadows that may never be fully illuminated.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Target Patton: The Plot to
Assassinate General George S. Patton'?
The central theme revolves around the conspiracy surrounding the assassination of General George
S. Patton, exploring the political motivations and military tensions that led to his untimely death.

Who are the main authors of 'Target Patton'?
The book is co-authored by Robert K. Wilcox and is based on extensive research and interviews that
delve into the events surrounding Patton's death.

What evidence do the authors present to support the
assassination theory?
The authors present a combination of eyewitness accounts, official military documents, and analysis
of Patton's political views to argue that his death was not an accident but a planned assassination.

How did General Patton's views on post-war Germany
contribute to the assassination theory?
Patton's outspoken criticism of Soviet policies and his desire for a strong Germany post-war put him
at odds with Allied leaders, which some theorists believe made him a target for assassination.

What role did the military bureaucracy play in Patton's
assassination according to the book?
The book suggests that elements within the military bureaucracy may have conspired to eliminate
Patton due to his controversial views and potential to disrupt the emerging Cold War dynamics.

What impact did General Patton's death have on U.S. military
strategy?
Patton's death led to a shift in U.S. military strategy in Europe, as his aggressive approach towards
the Soviets was replaced by a more cautious stance in the early Cold War period.

What significance does the book attribute to the
circumstances of Patton's car accident?
The book argues that the circumstances of Patton's car accident were suspicious, suggesting that it
may have been orchestrated rather than a mere mishap, pointing to potential foul play.



How has 'Target Patton' contributed to the discussion of
historical narratives in military history?
The book has sparked renewed interest in alternative historical narratives, encouraging readers to
question established accounts of events and consider the complexities of wartime politics.

What has been the public and scholarly response to the
theories presented in 'Target Patton'?
The response has been mixed; while some scholars support the assassination theories with further
research, others dismiss them as conspiracy theories lacking solid evidence.

Can 'Target Patton' be considered a work of historical fiction
or non-fiction?
It is primarily a work of non-fiction, as it is rooted in historical events and research, though it
incorporates narrative elements that may give it a more engaging storytelling approach.
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