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Task based language teaching Nunan is a significant approach to language education that
emphasizes the use of meaningful tasks to facilitate language acquisition. Developed by linguist
David Nunan, this methodology recognizes that language learning is most effective when learners
engage in authentic communication through real-world tasks. By focusing on tasks that learners are
likely to encounter outside the classroom, this method aims to enhance both language proficiency
and communicative competence.

Understanding Task-Based Language Teaching

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) is rooted in the idea that language is best learned when it is
used as a tool to accomplish specific goals. Nunan's framework categorizes tasks in a way that helps
educators design lessons that are both engaging and effective. In TBLT, tasks are defined as
activities that require learners to use language in order to achieve an outcome.

Key Principles of Task-Based Language Teaching

Nunan outlines several core principles that guide the implementation of TBLT:

1. Focus on Communication: Language learning should prioritize meaningful communication rather
than the rote memorization of vocabulary and grammar rules.

2. Real-world Context: Tasks should reflect real-life situations where learners can apply their
language skills, making the learning process relevant and practical.

3. Learner-Centered Approach: TBLT emphasizes the active involvement of learners in the learning
process, allowing them to take charge of their language development.

4. Task Authenticity: The tasks assigned should be authentic and representative of the types of
interactions learners will face outside the classroom.

5. Integration of Skills: TBLT encourages the integration of the four language skills—listening,
speaking, reading, and writing—through collaborative tasks.

The Structure of Task-Based Language Teaching

Nunan proposes a systematic approach to TBLT that includes three main phases: pre-task, during-
task, and post-task.



1. Pre-task Phase

The pre-task phase is critical for preparing learners for the task at hand. This phase includes:

- Introduction of the Topic: Teachers introduce the topic related to the task, providing context and
activating prior knowledge.

- Task Preparation: Learners are given time to think about the task and may practice relevant
vocabulary or phrases.

- Modeling the Task: Teachers can demonstrate what the task will look like, sometimes using
examples or role plays to clarify expectations.

2. During-task Phase

This phase is where the actual task takes place. Key elements include:

- Collaboration: Learners often work in pairs or groups, enhancing interaction and communication.

- Language Use: During the task, learners are encouraged to use the target language freely as they
work toward completing the task.

- Real-time Feedback: Teachers monitor learners' performance and provide immediate feedback,
helping them to refine their language use in context.

3. Post-task Phase

After completing the task, the post-task phase allows for reflection and consolidation of learning.
This phase may include:

- Feedback and Reflection: Learners discuss what they did, how they communicated, and any
challenges they faced during the task.

- Language Focus: Teachers can highlight specific language features that emerged during the task,
reinforcing learning points.

- Extension Activities: Additional tasks can be assigned to further develop language skills or explore
related topics.

Types of Tasks in Task-Based Language Teaching

Nunan identifies various types of tasks that educators can implement in their classrooms. These
tasks can be categorized based on their complexity and the skills they target.



1. Information-Gap Tasks

Information-gap tasks require learners to exchange information to complete a task. For example:

- Role Play: Students take on different roles and must communicate to solve a problem or make a
decision.

- Surveys: Learners conduct surveys to gather information from classmates, enhancing their
speaking and listening skills.

2. Decision-Making Tasks

In decision-making tasks, learners must analyze information and come to a consensus. Examples
include:

- Group Projects: Working in teams to plan an event, where each member must contribute ideas and
negotiate roles.

- Problem-Solving Activities: Groups tackle a hypothetical issue, discussing potential solutions using
the target language.

3. Opinion Exchange Tasks

These tasks emphasize the expression of personal views. Some examples are:

- Debates: Students prepare arguments for or against a specific topic, enhancing their persuasive
language skills.

- Discussion Circles: Learners participate in structured discussions, sharing their opinions and
responding to others.

Benefits of Task-Based Language Teaching

The implementation of TBLT in the classroom offers numerous advantages for both learners and
educators.

1. Increased Motivation

Learners are often more engaged when tasks are relevant to their lives. The opportunity to use
language in real contexts fosters enthusiasm and motivation.



2. Enhanced Language Acquisition

By focusing on meaningful communication, learners are more likely to retain language skills and
develop fluency. The emphasis on interaction aids in the natural acquisition of language.

3. Development of Critical Thinking Skills

Many tasks require learners to think critically and work collaboratively, promoting higher-order
thinking skills. This prepares them for real-world problem-solving.

4. Flexibility in Learning Styles

TBLT accommodates diverse learning styles and preferences. By offering various tasks, educators
can cater to individual needs, allowing learners to engage in ways that suit them best.

Challenges of Task-Based Language Teaching

While TBLT has clear benefits, it also presents challenges that educators must navigate.

1. Assessment Difficulties

Evaluating learners' language skills in a task-based context can be complex. Teachers may struggle
to create assessments that accurately reflect language proficiency.

2. Classroom Management Issues

Group work can lead to challenges in classroom management, as noise levels may increase and some
learners may dominate discussions. Effective strategies are needed to ensure equitable
participation.

3. Teacher Training Needs

Teachers may require training and support to effectively implement TBLT strategies. Professional
development opportunities are essential for educators to feel confident in using this approach.



Conclusion

Task-based language teaching Nunan represents a dynamic and effective approach to language
education. By focusing on meaningful tasks that reflect real-world communication, this methodology
not only enhances language proficiency but also fosters critical thinking, collaboration, and
engagement among learners. While challenges exist, the benefits of TBLT make it a valuable
framework for language educators seeking to create a more interactive and learner-centered
classroom environment. As language learning continues to evolve, TBLT remains a relevant and
impactful method that equips learners with the skills they need to succeed in an increasingly
globalized world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) according to
David Nunan?
Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) is an approach that emphasizes the use of authentic
language and meaningful tasks in the classroom. Nunan defines tasks as activities that require
learners to use language to achieve a specific outcome.

How does Nunan differentiate between 'tasks' and 'exercises'
in TBLT?
Nunan distinguishes tasks from exercises by stating that tasks are focused on meaning and real-life
communication, while exercises are more about practicing specific language forms without a
communicative context.

What are the key components of a task in Nunan's TBLT
framework?
According to Nunan, key components of a task include a clear goal, a defined input, a set of
procedures for processing the input, and a specific outcome that is evaluated based on the task's
completion.

How does Nunan suggest assessing language proficiency in
TBLT?
Nunan suggests that assessment in TBLT should focus on the ability to perform tasks effectively
rather than just the correctness of language forms. This includes evaluating learners' ability to
communicate meaning and complete tasks successfully.

What role does collaboration play in Nunan's Task-Based



Language Teaching?
Collaboration is crucial in Nunan's TBLT as it encourages learners to engage in authentic
communication, share ideas, and negotiate meaning with peers, which enhances language
acquisition and social interaction skills.
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