
teaching sinners in the hands of an angry god

Introduction to "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"

Teaching "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" is a critical aspect of understanding not only the text
itself but also the broader context of early American religious thought and the Great Awakening. Written
by the prominent preacher Jonathan Edwards in 1741, this sermon remains one of the most famous and
impactful pieces of American literature. It serves as a vivid representation of the Puritanical beliefs that
characterized much of early American society. In this article, we will delve into the historical context, the
key themes and elements of the sermon, its impact on audiences, and how it can be effectively taught in
contemporary settings.

Historical Context

The sermon was delivered during a time of religious fervor known as the First Great Awakening, a period
marked by a revival of religious enthusiasm in the American colonies. The movement sought to bring
individuals back to a personal, emotional relationship with God, as opposed to the more formal and
traditional practices of established churches. The Great Awakening was characterized by itinerant
preaching and emotional appeals, which sought to elicit a profound spiritual awakening among
congregations.

The Role of Jonathan Edwards

Background: Jonathan Edwards was a theologian and preacher from New England, widely regarded
as one of the most significant figures in American religious history.

Philosophy: His beliefs were deeply rooted in Calvinism, emphasizing the sovereignty of God,
human depravity, and the necessity of personal conversion.

Influence: Edwards’ writings, including "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God," were instrumental
in shaping the emotional and passionate style of preaching that characterized the Awakening.



Key Themes of the Sermon

"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" is rich with theological and moral themes that resonate with the
core tenets of Puritanism. The sermon can be divided into several key themes:

1. The Wrath of God

One of the central themes of the sermon is the concept of God's wrath. Edwards vividly illustrates the
dangers of sin, emphasizing that God is justly angry with humanity for its transgressions. He employs
powerful imagery to convey the intensity of this wrath:

Imagery of Hell: Edwards describes hell as a place of unending torment, where sinners face eternal
punishment.

Metaphors of Danger: He compares sinners to spiders dangling over a pit of fire, underscoring their
precarious position.

2. Human Depravity

Edwards articulates a stark view of human nature, depicting it as inherently sinful and unworthy of God’s
grace. He argues that:

All individuals are born with a sinful nature.

Without divine intervention, humanity is destined for destruction.

3. The Importance of Repentance

Another critical theme is the necessity of repentance. Edwards implores his audience to recognize their
sinful state and turn to God for salvation. He emphasizes that:



Sincere repentance is vital for escaping God’s wrath.

Faith in Christ is the only path to redemption.

Impact on Audiences

The delivery of "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" had a profound effect on its listeners, leading to a
notable response that marked it as one of the defining moments of the Great Awakening.

Emotional Response

Edwards’ sermon was known to evoke intense emotional reactions from his audience. Many listeners
reportedly experienced:

Extreme fear and terror regarding their fate.

Conviction of sin and a deep desire to repent.

Long-term Consequences

The sermon contributed to the growth of revivalism in America, leading to:

Increased church attendance and conversions.

The establishment of new religious movements centered around emotional and experiential worship.

Teaching Strategies for "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"

When it comes to teaching this powerful sermon, educators can adopt various strategies to engage students



and enhance their understanding.

1. Contextual Background

Begin by providing students with background information on the historical and cultural context of the
sermon. Discuss the First Great Awakening and the role of Jonathan Edwards in shaping American
religious thought.

2. Textual Analysis

Encourage students to read the sermon closely, identifying key themes, rhetorical devices, and imagery.
Consider the following approaches:

Group Discussions: Divide students into groups to discuss different aspects of the text, such as
imagery, tone, and audience impact.

Close Reading: Have students annotate the text, highlighting passages that illustrate the main themes.

3. Comparative Analysis

Encourage students to compare Edwards’ sermon with other religious texts or sermons from the same
period. This can include:

Other Great Awakening sermons, such as those by George Whitefield.

Modern-day sermons that use similar themes of sin and redemption.

4. Reflective Writing

Assign reflective writing prompts that encourage students to consider the relevance of Edwards’ message



today. Questions may include:

What does "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" reveal about the Puritan worldview?

How might Edwards’ themes resonate in contemporary religious discourse?

Conclusion

Teaching "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" provides an opportunity to explore the intersections of
religion, history, and literature. By understanding the sermon’s context, themes, and impact, students can
appreciate the depth of Jonathan Edwards' message and its significance in shaping American religious
thought. Through thoughtful analysis and discussion, educators can facilitate a rich dialogue about the role
of fear, repentance, and the human condition in the quest for spiritual understanding. The enduring legacy
of this sermon continues to provoke thought and reflection, making it a valuable topic for study in both
historical and contemporary contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'?
The main theme of the sermon is the precarious state of sinners who are subject to God's wrath and the
urgent need for repentance and salvation.

Who delivered the sermon 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'?
'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' was delivered by Jonathan Edwards in 1741 during the First Great
Awakening.

What literary techniques does Edwards use in his sermon?
Edwards employs vivid imagery, metaphors, and emotional appeals to convey the intensity of God's wrath
and the urgency of repentance.

How did the audience react to Edwards' sermon?
The audience reacted with fear and anxiety, with many reportedly crying out for mercy and expressing a
desire for repentance during and after the sermon.



What historical context influenced the writing of 'Sinners in the Hands of
an Angry God'?
The sermon was influenced by the religious fervor of the First Great Awakening, a revivalist movement
emphasizing personal faith and emotional experiences with God.

What does the title 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' signify?
The title signifies the precarious situation of sinners who are at the mercy of an angry God, highlighting
the themes of divine judgment and human vulnerability.

What role does fear play in Edwards' sermon?
Fear plays a crucial role as Edwards uses it to motivate listeners to seek salvation and repentance,
emphasizing the dire consequences of sin.

How does 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' reflect Puritan beliefs?
The sermon reflects Puritan beliefs in predestination, the depravity of humans, and the necessity of a
personal relationship with God for salvation.

What impact did 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' have on
American religious thought?
The sermon had a profound impact, contributing to the emotional and revivalist style of preaching that
characterized American evangelicalism and shaping future religious discourse.

Is 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' still relevant today?
Yes, the themes of sin, judgment, and redemption continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about
morality and faith, making the sermon a significant historical and theological work.
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