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Teaching Taming of the Shrew: An Overview

Teaching Taming of the Shrew can be a rewarding yet challenging endeavor for
educators. William Shakespeare’s play, written in the late 16th century, 1is
often regarded as one of his most controversial works. It explores themes of
gender roles, marriage, and societal expectations through the story of
Petruchio and Katherina, a couple whose tumultuous relationship serves as the
focal point of the narrative. This article will provide insights, strategies,
and suggestions on how to effectively teach this classic play to students,
helping them to engage with its themes and characters critically.

Understanding the Context of Taming of the
Shrew

Before diving into the text itself, it's important to establish a
foundational understanding of the context in which Shakespeare wrote Taming
of the Shrew. This includes:

1. Historical Background

- Elizabethan Society: Understanding the societal norms of the Elizabethan
era is crucial. Women were often seen as subservient to men, and marriages
were typically arranged for economic or social advantage rather than love.
- Theatrical Conventions: Shakespeare's plays were performed in a male-
dominated environment, with all roles played by men. This influences how
characters are portrayed and understood.

2. Literary Context

- Shakespeare's Works: Familiarize students with the broader themes and
styles present in Shakespeare’s other comedies and plays. This can help them
see how Taming of the Shrew fits into his body of work.

- Sources and Adaptations: Discuss the potential sources of Shakespeare’s
play, such as the popular tales and fables of the time, and how other
adaptations have interpreted the story.



Engaging with the Text

When teaching Taming of the Shrew, engaging students with the text itself is
crucial. Here are some strategies for doing so:

1. Reading Strategies

- Guided Readings: Break the play into manageable sections and provide guided
questions that encourage students to think critically about the text.

- Performative Reading: Encourage students to read parts of the text aloud.
This not only helps them understand the rhythm and flow of Shakespearean
language but also allows them to embody the characters.

2. Character Analysis

Understanding the complexities of the characters is key to grasping the
play’s themes:

- Katherina (Kate): Explore her character arc, from a headstrong woman to one
who seemingly conforms to societal expectations. Discuss the implications of
her final speech and what it reveals about her character.

- Petruchio: Analyze his methods of “taming” Katherina and the ethical
implications of his actions. Is he a villain, or is there more complexity to
his character?

- Supporting Characters: Characters like Bianca, Baptista, and Gremio provide
additional layers to the narrative. Discuss their roles in the story and how
they reflect or contrast with Katherina and Petruchio.

Thematic Exploration

Taming of the Shrew is rich with themes that resonate with contemporary
audiences. Here are some key themes to explore:

1. Gender Roles and Power Dynamics

- Discussion Prompts: Engage students in discussions about gender roles both
in the play and in modern society. Ask questions like, “Do you think
Katherina’s final submission is an acceptance of societal norms or a
strategic form of empowerment?”

- Comparative Analysis: Compare the relationships in Taming of the Shrew to
those in other Shakespearean works, such as Much Ado About Nothing or As You
Like It, to highlight different representations of gender dynamics.



2. Marriage and Relationships

- The Nature of Love: Delve into the nature of love as portrayed in the play.
Is Petruchio’s approach to marriage one of love or manipulation? How does
this reflect the societal views on marriage during Shakespeare’s time?

- Role of Money and Status: Discuss how economic factors influence
relationships in the play, particularly in the context of arranged marriages
and social status.

Classroom Activities for Teaching Taming of the
Shrew

To encourage deeper engagement with the text, consider incorporating various
activities into your lesson plans:

1. Creative Projects

- Modern Adaptation: Have students create a modern adaptation of a scene from
the play. This can help them connect the themes to contemporary issues.

- Character Diaries: Assign students to write diary entries from the
perspective of one of the characters, exploring their thoughts and feelings
throughout the play.

2. Debates and Discussions

- Debate Topics: Organize debates on provocative topics such as “Is
Petruchio’s taming of Katherina justified?” or “Is Katherina truly tamed by
the end of the play?”

- Socratic Seminars: Facilitate Socratic seminars where students can discuss
their interpretations of the text and its themes in depth.

Incorporating Multimedia Resources

Utilize multimedia resources to enhance the learning experience:

1. Film Adaptations

- Viewing Different Versions: Show clips from various film adaptations of
Taming of the Shrew, such as the 1967 film starring Elizabeth Taylor and



Richard Burton, or the modern adaptation, 10 Things I Hate About You. Discuss
how each interpretation affects the understanding of the play’s themes.

2. Online Resources and Tools

- Interactive Websites: Utilize online platforms that offer annotations and
analysis of the text. Websites like Folger Shakespeare Library provide
valuable resources for both teachers and students.

Conclusion

Teaching Taming of the Shrew requires a thoughtful approach that considers
historical context, character complexity, and thematic depth. By fostering a
critical and engaging classroom environment, educators can help students not
only appreciate Shakespeare’s work but also reflect on its relevance in
today's society. Through varied reading strategies, character analysis,
thematic exploration, and creative activities, students can gain a richer
understanding of this timeless play and its commentary on gender roles,
marriage, and power dynamics. With the right tools and methodologies,
teaching Taming of the Shrew can inspire meaningful discussions and insights
that resonate well beyond the classroom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The Taming of
the Shrew'?

The main themes include gender roles, marriage, power dynamics, and the
nature of love.

How can educators effectively teach the character of
Katharina?

Educators can focus on her development throughout the play, discussing her
transformation and the societal expectations placed on her.

What historical context is important for
understanding 'The Taming of the Shrew'?

Understanding the Elizabethan era's views on gender and marriage is crucial,
as the play reflects the norms and issues of that time.



What are some effective classroom activities for
teaching the play?

Activities could include role-playing key scenes, debates on the characters'
motivations, and analyzing various interpretations of the text.

How does the play challenge or reinforce gender
stereotypes?

The play both reinforces stereotypes through its portrayal of male dominance,
while also challenging them by giving Katharina a strong voice and agency.

What is the significance of the framing device in
'The Taming of the Shrew'?

The framing device, featuring Christopher Sly, raises questions about
identity and performance, highlighting themes of illusion versus reality.

What modern adaptations of 'The Taming of the Shrew'
can be used in teaching?

Educators can use films like '10 Things I Hate About You' and various stage
adaptations to connect the text to contemporary issues.

How can teachers address the play's controversial
aspects in the classroom?

Teachers can facilitate open discussions about the controversial elements,
encouraging students to critically analyze the text and its implications.

What role does humor play in 'The Taming of the
Shrew'?

Humor serves to engage the audience, lighten serious themes, and can also be
used to critique social norms of the time.

How can students analyze the relationship dynamics
in the play?

Students can examine the interactions between Petruchio and Katharina,
discussing power, consent, and the complexity of their relationship.
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