
tell the wolves i m home
Tell the Wolves I’m Home is a poignant coming-of-age novel by Carol Rifka
Brunt, published in 2013. Set in the 1980s against the backdrop of the AIDS
crisis, the novel explores themes of love, loss, and the complexities of
familial relationships through the eyes of a young girl named June Elbus.
This article delves into the narrative, character development, thematic
significance, and the broader cultural context of the novel, providing
readers with a comprehensive understanding of this touching story.

Plot Overview

At the heart of "Tell the Wolves I’m Home" is June Elbus, a 12-year-old girl
who feels like an outsider in her own family. The story begins with the death
of her beloved uncle, Finn, who was also her godfather and a talented artist.
Finn's passing not only leaves a void in June's life but also exposes the
underlying tensions within her family.

As June navigates her grief, she discovers a connection to Finn through a
series of letters and interactions with his partner, Toby. Despite the
societal prejudices of the time concerning homosexuality and AIDS, June finds
solace in her bond with Toby, which serves as a means for her to understand
her uncle better and cope with her loss.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Tell the Wolves I’m Home" are richly developed, each
representing different facets of love and loss.

June Elbus

June is an introspective and artistic young girl who struggles with her
identity and the expectations placed upon her by her family. She is
particularly close to Finn, who is her safe haven in a world that often feels
overwhelming. Throughout the novel, June evolves from a frightened girl into
a more self-aware individual as she confronts her grief and the truths about
her family.

Toby

Toby is Finn's partner, whose presence in the story introduces June to a



different perspective on love and loss. Initially, June is hesitant to accept
Toby, seeing him as a reminder of her uncle's absence. However, as their
relationship develops, Toby becomes a crucial figure in helping June process
her emotions and understand the complexities of adult relationships.

The Elbus Family

June’s family dynamics are strained, particularly with her mother and sister,
Greta. Her mother, grappling with societal norms and expectations, often
displays a lack of understanding towards June's feelings. Greta, on the other
hand, embodies teenage angst and jealousy, further complicating June's
emotional landscape. The contrast between June's bond with Finn and her
strained relationships with her family highlights the novel's exploration of
love in its various forms.

Thematic Exploration

"Tell the Wolves I’m Home" is rich in themes that resonate deeply with
readers, particularly those familiar with the complexities of growing up and
dealing with grief.

Grief and Loss

The novel poignantly addresses the theme of grief, not only through June’s
experience with Finn’s death but also through the ways other characters cope
with loss. June's journey reflects the process of coming to terms with her
feelings, ultimately leading to acceptance. The depiction of loss is raw and
realistic, capturing the emotional turmoil experienced by those left behind.

Identity and Self-Discovery

June’s story is also one of self-discovery. As she learns more about Finn and
his life, she begins to carve out her own identity. The novel illustrates the
struggle of finding one’s place in the world, especially as a young girl
trying to navigate familial expectations and societal pressures.

Love and Relationships

At its core, the novel is a love story—not just romantic love, but also the
bonds between family members and friends. The relationship between June and
Toby illustrates the power of love to heal and provide solace in times of



despair. It also highlights the importance of empathy and understanding in
relationships, particularly in the face of societal stigmas.

Cultural Context

The setting of "Tell the Wolves I’m Home" in the 1980s is significant,
particularly regarding the AIDS epidemic. During this time, societal
attitudes towards homosexuality and AIDS were fraught with fear and
misunderstanding. The novel effectively captures the stigma surrounding the
disease and the impact it had on relationships between individuals and their
families.

The AIDS Crisis

The portrayal of AIDS in the novel serves as a reminder of a critical moment
in history. Many families faced the loss of loved ones while grappling with
societal prejudice. Through Finn’s character, the novel addresses the
importance of compassion and understanding in times of crisis, urging readers
to reflect on the humanity of those affected by the disease.

Artistic Representation

Art plays a significant role in the narrative, symbolizing both connection
and expression. Finn, as an artist, represents the healing power of
creativity and the ways in which art can serve as a medium for processing
grief. The paintings described in the novel are not just visual
representations; they embody the emotions and experiences of the characters,
offering readers a deeper understanding of their inner lives.

Conclusion

"Tell the Wolves I’m Home" is a beautifully crafted novel that resonates with
readers on multiple levels. Through June's journey of self-discovery, the
exploration of grief, and the portrayal of complex relationships, Carol Rifka
Brunt invites readers to reflect on their own experiences with love and loss.
The novel serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of empathy and
understanding, particularly in times of adversity.

As readers immerse themselves in June’s world, they are reminded of the
enduring nature of love and the ways in which it transcends societal
boundaries. "Tell the Wolves I’m Home" is not just a story about loss; it is
a celebration of the connections that define us, even in the face of tragedy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Tell the Wolves I'm
Home'?
The central theme of 'Tell the Wolves I'm Home' revolves around love, loss,
and the complexities of family relationships, particularly focusing on the
bond between siblings and the struggles of adolescence.

Who is the protagonist in 'Tell the Wolves I'm Home'
and what challenges does she face?
The protagonist is June Elbus, a 14-year-old girl who navigates the
challenges of grief after the death of her beloved uncle, while also dealing
with her feelings of isolation and the dynamics of her family.

How does the setting of the 1980s impact the story
in 'Tell the Wolves I'm Home'?
The 1980s setting enriches the narrative by providing a backdrop of societal
issues, such as the AIDS crisis, which significantly affects the characters'
lives and adds depth to their experiences and relationships.

What role does art play in 'Tell the Wolves I'm
Home'?
Art plays a crucial role in 'Tell the Wolves I'm Home' as it serves as a
means of connection and expression for the characters, particularly through
the portraits painted by June's uncle, which symbolize love, memory, and the
enduring impact of those we've lost.

What is the significance of the title 'Tell the
Wolves I'm Home'?
The title 'Tell the Wolves I'm Home' signifies the idea of confronting one's
fears and emotions. It reflects themes of vulnerability and the need for
connection, as well as the protective instincts within family and
relationships.
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