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Ten Things We Did and Probably Shouldn't Have by Sarah Mlynowski is a
captivating young adult novel that explores the complexities of teenage life,
friendship, and the consequences of choices. The narrative follows two best
friends, April and her quirky and adventurous partner in crime, as they
navigate the trials and tribulations of adolescence. Mlynowski's work
resonates with a wide audience, thanks to its relatable themes, humor, and
engaging characters. In this article, we will delve into the key elements of
the book, including its plot, characters, and the lessons learned from the
ten reckless decisions the protagonists make.

Plot Overview

At the heart of the story is the concept of friendship and the often reckless
decisions that come with it. April, the protagonist, grapples with the
typical pressures of being a teenager, including academic expectations,
romantic interests, and the desire to fit in. The narrative is structured
around ten pivotal moments in which April and her best friend, the ever-
impulsive, go-getter character, push boundaries and make questionable
choices. Each of these moments serves as a reflection of their personal
growth and the changing dynamics of their friendship.

Key Moments in the Story

The novel is segmented into ten major events that encapsulate the reckless
spirit of youth. These moments are not just for comedic effect; they also
serve as critical turning points in the characters' lives. Here are a few key
moments that stand out:

Breaking into a School: April and her friend decide to sneak into their1.
school after hours, leading to unexpected encounters and personal
revelations.

Accidental Betrayal: A misunderstanding leads to one friend2.
unintentionally betraying the other's trust, which tests the strength of
their relationship.

Mocking a Crush: April's attempt to impress a crush backfires when her3.
friend inadvertently exposes her insecurities.

Pranking Teachers: The duo orchestrates an elaborate prank on a teacher,4.



which spirals out of control and brings unforeseen consequences.

Skipping Class: Their decision to skip class leads to a day of5.
unexpected adventures but also highlights the importance of
responsibility.

Each moment in the book serves not only as a plot device but also as a means
of exploring the character's growth. Through these experiences, April learns
about the repercussions of her actions and the importance of making
thoughtful choices.

Character Analysis

The characters in Ten Things We Did and Probably Shouldn't Have are vividly
drawn, making them relatable to readers of all ages.

April

April is a quintessential young adult protagonist. She is introspective,
relatable, and often grapples with self-doubt. Throughout the novel, readers
witness her transformation from a cautious and somewhat insecure girl to
someone who learns to embrace her individuality and make decisions based on
what she truly values. Her journey is one of self-discovery, and Mlynowski
expertly captures the struggles and triumphs of growing up.

The Best Friend

April's best friend, who remains unnamed throughout the book, serves as a
catalyst for many of the duo's reckless escapades. She embodies the spirit of
spontaneity and adventure, often pushing April out of her comfort zone. While
her intentions are usually good, her impulsive nature often leads to chaos.
The dynamic between the two friends adds a layer of complexity to the
narrative, illustrating how friendships can be both a source of joy and
conflict.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including classmates, teachers, and family
members, play crucial roles in shaping the protagonists' experiences. Each
character adds depth to the story and highlights various aspects of
adolescence, from peer pressure to parental expectations. Mlynowski's ability



to create a diverse cast of characters ensures that readers can see
themselves in the story, further enhancing its relatability.

Thematic Elements

Mlynowski's novel is rich with themes that resonate with young adults and
adults alike. Here are some of the most prominent themes explored throughout
the book:

Friendship and Loyalty

The foundation of the story is built on friendship. April and her best
friend's bond is tested through their reckless decisions, but ultimately,
their loyalty to one another prevails. The narrative emphasizes the
importance of communication and understanding in maintaining friendships,
especially during tumultuous times.

Consequences of Actions

One of the most significant messages in the book is the idea that actions
have consequences. Each reckless decision made by the characters leads to
outcomes that force them to confront their choices. This theme serves as a
reminder to readers that while spontaneity can be fun, it is essential to
consider the potential ramifications of one's actions.

Self-Discovery

As April navigates the challenges of adolescence, she embarks on a journey of
self-discovery. The experiences she shares with her friend lead her to
understand her own values, desires, and aspirations. Mlynowski captures the
essence of growing up, showing that the path to self-awareness is often
fraught with mistakes and lessons learned.

Writing Style and Tone

Sarah Mlynowski's writing style is characterized by its humor, authenticity,
and relatability. The narrative is filled with witty dialogue and sharp
observations that resonate with young readers. The tone is light-hearted yet
poignant, striking a balance between the comedic aspects of teenage life and
the deeper themes of personal growth and responsibility.



Conclusion

In summary, Ten Things We Did and Probably Shouldn't Have is a compelling
exploration of friendship, choices, and the journey of self-discovery that
accompanies adolescence. Through the lens of April and her best friend, Sarah
Mlynowski crafts a narrative that is both entertaining and thought-provoking.
The reckless decisions they make serve as a vehicle for growth, emphasizing
the importance of friendship, the consequences of actions, and the journey
toward understanding oneself.

This novel is not just a story about the antics of two teenagers; it is a
celebration of the complexities of growing up. Readers are left with a sense
of nostalgia for their own youthful experiences, as well as a reminder of the
lessons learned along the way. Mlynowski's ability to weave humor and heart
into her storytelling ensures that Ten Things We Did and Probably Shouldn't
Have is a memorable addition to the young adult genre, resonating with anyone
who has ever navigated the tumultuous waters of adolescence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Ten Things We
Did (and Probably Shouldn't Have)' by Sarah
Mlynowski?
The main themes include friendship, the challenges of adolescence, the
consequences of choices, and the journey of self-discovery.

How does the relationship between the main
characters evolve throughout the story?
The relationship between the main characters deepens as they navigate the ups
and downs of their decisions, highlighting the importance of trust and
communication in friendships.

What lessons do the characters learn from their
experiences in the book?
The characters learn important lessons about accountability, the impact of
their actions on others, and the value of making thoughtful decisions.

Can you describe the writing style of Sarah
Mlynowski in this book?
Sarah Mlynowski employs a witty and relatable writing style, using humor and
candid dialogue to engage readers and reflect the teenage experience.



What role does humor play in 'Ten Things We Did (and
Probably Shouldn't Have)'?
Humor plays a significant role in the book, providing comic relief amid
serious situations and making the characters' experiences more relatable and
enjoyable.

How does 'Ten Things We Did (and Probably Shouldn't
Have)' compare to other young adult novels?
It stands out due to its blend of lightheartedness and serious themes,
focusing on realistic scenarios and the complexities of teenage life, similar
to works by authors like Sarah Dessen and Jenny Han.
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