
tenth of december george saunders

tenth of december george saunders is a critically acclaimed short story collection by the
American author George Saunders. Known for its inventive storytelling, dark humor, and profound
exploration of human nature, this book has earned Saunders a prominent place in contemporary
literature. The collection, published in 2013, showcases a range of narratives that blend satire,
empathy, and speculative fiction. Readers and critics alike have praised the work for its unique style
and emotional depth. This article delves into the background of the author, the thematic elements of
the book, its literary significance, and the impact it has had on modern short story writing. The
exploration also includes an overview of some of the most notable stories within the collection.
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Background of George Saunders
George Saunders is an American writer known for his distinctive voice in fiction and essays. Born in
1958, Saunders has developed a reputation for his inventive use of language and his ability to blend
humor with social commentary. Before achieving widespread acclaim, he worked in various fields,
including as a technical writer and a professor. Saunders’ writing often explores themes of morality,
kindness, and the complexities of modern life. His unique narrative style is characterized by a blend of
satire and empathy, making his stories resonate deeply with readers. The publication of tenth of
december george saunders marked a significant milestone in his literary career.

Overview of Tenth of December
Tenth of December is a collection of short stories that exemplifies Saunders’ mastery of the form.
Released in 2013, the book consists of ten stories that explore a variety of human experiences and
emotional landscapes. The collection is noted for its inventive narrative techniques and its exploration
of moral and existential questions. Saunders uses elements of speculative fiction and surrealism to
highlight the struggles and moments of grace in everyday life. This work is often regarded as a
defining example of 21st-century American short fiction.



Structure and Content
The book is structured to provide a diverse range of perspectives and tones, from darkly comic to
poignantly serious. Each story stands alone yet contributes to the overall thematic fabric of the
collection. The stories vary in length and style but consistently showcase Saunders’ ability to create
vivid characters and immersive narratives.

Significance of the Title
The title story, "Tenth of December," is one of the most celebrated pieces in the collection. It
encapsulates many of the book’s central themes, such as compassion, human connection, and moral
courage. The date itself serves as a symbolic anchor, representing a moment of change or decision
for the characters involved.

Themes and Literary Style
The thematic richness of tenth of december george saunders is one of its most compelling features.
Saunders explores complex ideas such as mortality, kindness, fear, and hope through narratives that
are at once fantastical and grounded in reality. His style integrates satire, surrealism, and a deep
empathy for his characters, often presenting flawed individuals grappling with ethical dilemmas.

Exploration of Human Nature
Many stories in the collection delve into the intricacies of human behavior and psychology. Saunders
presents characters who are often marginalized or struggling, highlighting their vulnerabilities and
strengths. This focus on humanity allows readers to engage with ethical questions in a nuanced way.

Use of Humor and Satire
Humor is a vital component of Saunders’ writing. His satirical approach exposes societal absurdities
and critiques contemporary culture without losing sight of the emotional core of his stories. The
balance of humor and seriousness creates a distinctive tone that is both entertaining and thought-
provoking.

Innovative Narrative Techniques
Saunders employs a variety of narrative devices, including shifting perspectives, unreliable narrators,
and experimental prose. These techniques enhance the emotional impact of the stories and invite
readers to consider multiple interpretations.



Notable Stories in the Collection
Several stories within tenth of december george saunders have received particular attention for their
thematic depth and narrative innovation. Each story contributes uniquely to the overall impact of the
collection.

"Victory Lap" – A tense and morally complex story about a teenage girl and a potential1.
abduction, highlighting themes of courage and intervention.

"Escape from Spiderhead" – A speculative narrative set in a futuristic prison experiment,2.
exploring free will and ethical responsibility.

"Sticks" – A brief but powerful story about a father’s peculiar behavior and the emotional3.
undercurrents within family dynamics.

"Tenth of December" – The title story, focusing on two characters whose lives intersect on a4.
snowy day, emphasizing empathy and redemption.

Critical Reception and Awards
Tenth of December was met with widespread critical acclaim upon its release. Reviewers praised
Saunders for his originality, emotional insight, and linguistic skill. The collection was recognized with
numerous awards and honors, solidifying Saunders’ standing in the literary community.

Major Awards

National Book Award Finalist (2013)

Story Prize Winner (2013)

Named one of the Best Books of the Year by multiple publications

Critical Praise
Critics have highlighted Saunders’ ability to blend humor with serious themes, creating stories that
are both accessible and profound. The book’s innovative approach to the short story form has been
noted as influential for other contemporary writers.



Impact on Contemporary Literature
Tenth of December has had a significant influence on the landscape of contemporary short fiction.
George Saunders’ work has inspired a new generation of writers to experiment with form and content
while maintaining emotional authenticity. His blend of speculative elements with deep humanism has
expanded the boundaries of what short stories can achieve.

Influence on Emerging Writers
The collection’s success has encouraged emerging authors to explore unconventional narrative
structures and to incorporate humor and empathy into their work. Saunders’ approach demonstrates
how genre elements can be integrated into literary fiction effectively.

Contribution to the Short Story Genre
By pushing the limits of storytelling and exploring complex themes with accessibility, Saunders has
contributed to a renewed interest in the short story as a powerful literary form. His work continues to
be studied and appreciated in academic and literary circles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Tenth of December' by George Saunders about?
'Tenth of December' is a short story by George Saunders that explores themes of mortality, kindness,
and human connection through the intersecting lives of two characters on a cold winter day.

Who is the author of 'Tenth of December'?
George Saunders is the author of 'Tenth of December.' He is an acclaimed American writer known for
his short stories and novels.

When was 'Tenth of December' published?
The short story 'Tenth of December' was first published in 2013 and later included in George
Saunders' 2013 collection of the same name.

What themes are explored in George Saunders' 'Tenth of
December'?
The story explores themes such as mortality, empathy, kindness, fear, and the complexities of human
nature.



Is 'Tenth of December' part of a larger collection by George
Saunders?
Yes, 'Tenth of December' is both the title story and the centerpiece of George Saunders' 2013 short
story collection titled 'Tenth of December.'

Has 'Tenth of December' received any awards or recognitions?
'Tenth of December' and its collection received critical acclaim and was shortlisted for the 2013 Story
Prize. George Saunders also won the 2017 Man Booker Prize for a different work.

What narrative style does George Saunders use in 'Tenth of
December'?
George Saunders employs a blend of dark humor, compassion, and detailed character insight, often
using a third-person limited perspective to delve into his characters' inner lives.

Why is 'Tenth of December' considered a significant work in
contemporary literature?
'Tenth of December' is praised for its deep empathy, innovative storytelling, and exploration of moral
complexity, making it a standout example of modern short fiction.

Additional Resources
1. Pastoralia by George Saunders
This collection of short stories delves into the absurdities and struggles of modern life with Saunders’
signature blend of dark humor and empathy. The characters often find themselves in dystopian or
surreal settings, highlighting themes of survival, humanity, and connection. Like *Tenth of
December*, *Pastoralia* balances the tragic with the comic, offering profound insights into the human
condition.

2. Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders
Saunders’ first novel is a unique blend of historical fiction and supernatural elements, centered on
Abraham Lincoln’s grief over the death of his young son. The narrative takes place in a liminal space
between life and death, populated by ghosts with intertwined stories. The book showcases Saunders’
innovative storytelling and emotional depth, similar to the intimate and reflective tone found in
*Tenth of December*.

3. The Brief and Frightening Reign of Phil by George Saunders
This novella uses satire and allegory to explore themes of power, nationalism, and identity. Through a
fictional country’s absurd political upheaval, Saunders critiques real-world social and political
dynamics with sharp wit. Readers who appreciate the social commentary in *Tenth of December* will
find this work equally provocative and engaging.

4. In Persuasion Nation by George Saunders
A collection of short stories that examine consumer culture, corporate influence, and human desire



through a satirical lens. Saunders employs his characteristic humor and compassion to reveal the
complexities and contradictions of modern American life. The stories echo the moral and ethical
questions posed in *Tenth of December*.

5. Congratulations, By the Way: Some Thoughts on Kindness by George Saunders
This non-fiction book offers Saunders’ reflections on the importance of kindness in writing and life.
Drawing from his experiences and philosophies, he discusses how empathy and generosity can shape
better stories and a better world. Fans of Saunders’ fiction, including *Tenth of December*, will
appreciate this insightful and uplifting read.

6. Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris
Though not by Saunders, this collection of humorous essays shares a similar tone of wit and poignant
observation about everyday life. Sedaris’ exploration of identity, language, and family complements
the emotional nuance found in *Tenth of December*. Readers who enjoy Saunders’ blend of humor
and pathos will likely appreciate Sedaris’ work.

7. Brief Interviews with Hideous Men by David Foster Wallace
This collection of short stories probes the complexities and often uncomfortable aspects of human
relationships. Wallace’s experimental style and psychological insight resonate with some of the
themes in Saunders’ writing. Those drawn to the introspective and sometimes darkly comic elements
of *Tenth of December* may find this book compelling.

8. Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri
A Pulitzer Prize-winning collection of short stories focusing on Indian and Indian-American
experiences, exploring themes of identity, displacement, and connection. Lahiri’s elegant prose and
emotional depth offer a different cultural perspective but share the intimate storytelling approach
seen in *Tenth of December*. Readers interested in character-driven narratives will find this collection
rewarding.

9. What Is Not Yours Is Not Yours by Helen Oyeyemi
This collection of short stories blends magical realism with explorations of identity, morality, and
human relationships. Oyeyemi’s inventive storytelling and lyrical style create a distinctive reading
experience that parallels Saunders’ imaginative and thoughtful approach. Fans of *Tenth of
December* who enjoy layered, thought-provoking narratives will appreciate this work.
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