texas criminal history background check

texas criminal history background check is an essential tool for individuals and
organizations seeking detailed information about a person’s criminal record in the state of
Texas. This process involves accessing official criminal records maintained by various
Texas law enforcement agencies and judicial entities. Whether for employment screening,
tenant verification, or personal safety, conducting a thorough Texas criminal history
background check ensures informed decision-making. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of how to obtain a criminal background report in Texas, the types
of information included, legal considerations, and the differences between statewide and
national checks. Understanding these aspects is crucial for compliance and effective use
of background screening services.
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Understanding Texas Criminal History
Background Check

A Texas criminal history background check is a formal process used to retrieve an
individual's criminal records from official state databases. These records include any
arrests, charges, convictions, and incarcerations documented within Texas jurisdiction.
The Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) is the primary agency responsible for
maintaining and distributing criminal history information statewide. This background
check serves as a vital resource for employers, landlords, government agencies, and
private individuals who require verified criminal information for various purposes.

Scope of Texas Criminal Records

The criminal records accessible through a Texas criminal history background check
encompass a wide range of criminal activities, including misdemeanors and felonies.
Records may include details about the offense, court proceedings, sentencing, and current
status. However, certain juvenile records or sealed cases may be exempt from disclosure
under Texas law. It is important to understand what is included and what is restricted



when conducting a background check.

Authorized Entities and Users

Not every individual or organization has unrestricted access to Texas criminal history
records. The Texas Department of Public Safety regulates who can request and receive
these records. Authorized entities typically include law enforcement agencies, employers
in sensitive industries, licensing organizations, and individuals seeking their own criminal
history. Unauthorized access or misuse of criminal history information can result in legal
penalties.

How to Obtain a Texas Criminal History
Background Check

Obtaining a Texas criminal history background check involves submitting a request either
online, by mail, or in person through the Texas Department of Public Safety. The process
requires specific information, such as the full name, date of birth, and sometimes
fingerprints of the individual being searched. Payment of applicable fees is also necessary
to initiate the background check.

Request Methods

There are several methods to request a Texas criminal history background check:

¢ Online Submission: The Texas DPS offers an online portal for immediate access to
criminal history reports for authorized users.

e Mail-In Requests: Applicants can download the required forms, complete them, and
mail them along with fingerprints and payment.

e In-Person Requests: Visit a DPS office or authorized vendor to submit fingerprint
cards and request the report directly.

Fingerprint Requirements

Fingerprinting is often required to ensure accurate identification and to avoid confusion
with other individuals who may have similar names. Texas DPS accepts fingerprints taken
by law enforcement agencies, qualified fingerprinting services, or authorized personnel.
Using electronic fingerprint submissions can expedite the background check process.



Information Included in a Texas Criminal
Background Report

A Texas criminal background report provides detailed information about an individual's
criminal history within the state. The contents of the report are designed to give a
comprehensive overview of the subject’s interactions with the criminal justice system.

Types of Information Contained

e Personal identification details such as name, date of birth, and physical descriptors.

e Arrest records, including dates, charges, and arresting agency.

Conviction records and sentencing outcomes.

Pending charges or active warrants related to criminal cases.

Details on probation, parole, or incarceration status.

Records of dismissed or expunged cases may not be included depending on legal
restrictions.

Limitations and Accuracy

While Texas criminal background reports are generally accurate, they rely on timely
updates from various agencies. Some minor offenses or discrepancies may not appear
immediately. Users should also be aware that errors in personal information can affect the
accuracy of the report and may require correction through official channels.

Legal and Privacy Considerations

Conducting a Texas criminal history background check involves navigating important legal
and privacy regulations to ensure compliance and protect individual rights. There are
federal and state laws governing how criminal records can be accessed, used, and shared.

Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) Compliance

Employers and organizations using criminal background checks for employment decisions
must comply with the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA). This federal law mandates
obtaining consent from the individual, providing disclosures, and following procedures for
adverse actions based on background check results.



Texas Privacy Laws

Texas law restricts access to certain juvenile records, sealed convictions, and cases where
records have been expunged. Unauthorized dissemination of criminal history information
can lead to civil and criminal penalties. Individuals have the right to request corrections to
inaccurate records and to be informed of background check results in some cases.

Differences Between Texas and National Criminal
Background Checks

While a Texas criminal history background check focuses exclusively on records
maintained within the state, a national criminal background check searches databases
across multiple states and federal agencies. Understanding these differences helps
determine which type of check is appropriate for specific needs.

Scope and Coverage

Texas background checks provide detailed state-specific information, including county and
district court records. National checks aggregate data from multiple states, the FBI, and
other federal sources, providing a broader but sometimes less detailed overview.

Use Cases for Each Type

Texas criminal history background checks are ideal for positions or situations where
residency or activity within Texas is the primary concern. National background checks are
preferred for jobs requiring interstate travel, federal employment, or comprehensive
screening across multiple jurisdictions.

Common Uses of Texas Criminal History
Background Checks

Texas criminal history background checks serve numerous purposes across various
industries and personal situations. They are critical tools for ensuring safety, compliance,
and trustworthiness.

Employment Screening

Employers in Texas frequently use criminal background checks to screen applicants for
positions involving vulnerable populations, financial responsibilities, or security clearance.
This helps reduce workplace risks and maintain regulatory compliance.



Tenant Screening

Landlords and property managers utilize criminal history checks to evaluate prospective
tenants and protect their properties and communities from potential criminal activity.

Licensing and Certification

Certain professional licenses and certifications require applicants to submit criminal
background checks as part of the qualification process. This ensures that individuals meet
ethical and legal standards.

Personal Safety and Due Diligence

Individuals may perform Texas criminal history background checks for personal reasons,
such as verifying the background of caregivers, contractors, or acquaintances before
engagement or trust.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Texas criminal history background check?

A Texas criminal history background check is a process to obtain information about an
individual's criminal record in the state of Texas, including arrests, convictions, and other
related data maintained by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS).

How can I request a criminal history background check
in Texas?

You can request a Texas criminal history background check online through the Texas
Department of Public Safety's Crime Records Service website or by submitting a
fingerprint-based request in person or by mail.

What information do I need to provide for a Texas
criminal background check?

Typically, you need to provide your full name, date of birth, and sometimes your
fingerprints, depending on the type of background check you are requesting.

Is a Texas criminal history background check free?

No, the Texas DPS charges a fee for conducting criminal history background checks,
which varies depending on the type of check and the method of submission.



How long does it take to get results from a Texas
criminal history background check?

Online name-based checks can provide results almost immediately, while fingerprint-
based checks may take several days to a few weeks depending on processing times.

Can employers in Texas legally require a criminal
background check?

Yes, employers in Texas can legally require a criminal background check as part of the
hiring process, subject to federal and state laws regulating the use of such information.

What offenses appear on a Texas criminal history
background check?

Most felony and misdemeanor convictions, as well as certain arrests and other criminal
justice information, are included in a Texas criminal history background check.

How can I correct errors on my Texas criminal history
record?

If you find errors on your criminal history record, you can request corrections by
contacting the Texas Department of Public Safety and providing supporting
documentation to verify the mistake.

Are juvenile records included in a Texas criminal history
background check?

Generally, juvenile records are confidential and not included in public criminal history
background checks unless the case was transferred to adult court or the individual is
applying for certain licenses or positions.

Additional Resources

1. Texas Criminal Records: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides an in-depth overview of Texas criminal records, explaining how these
records are maintained, accessed, and used in background checks. It covers the legal
framework governing criminal history in Texas, including privacy laws and the rights of
individuals. Ideal for employers, legal professionals, and individuals seeking to understand
their own criminal background.

2. Understanding Texas Background Checks: Criminal History and Beyond

Focused on the process of conducting background checks in Texas, this book explores the
various databases and resources available for criminal history information. It details the
steps involved in obtaining accurate reports and the implications of criminal records on
employment and housing. Readers gain insight into the nuances of Texas law as it pertains



to background screening.

3. Criminal Justice in Texas: History and Modern Practices

This historical account traces the development of the criminal justice system in Texas from
its early days to the present. It highlights key cases, legislative changes, and the evolution
of criminal record-keeping. The book serves as a valuable resource for those interested in
how Texas criminal history has shaped current background check practices.

4. The Texas Public Safety Act and Criminal Background Checks

Examining the Texas Public Safety Act, this book details how the legislation impacts the
collection and dissemination of criminal records. It explains the responsibilities of law
enforcement agencies and the rights of citizens in the context of background checks.
Practical guidance is provided for navigating the legal requirements for accessing criminal
history information.

5. Expungement and Sealing of Criminal Records in Texas

This guide focuses on the legal procedures for expunging or sealing criminal records
within Texas. It outlines eligibility criteria, the application process, and the effects of
expungement on background checks. The book is essential for individuals seeking to clear
their criminal history and improve their chances of employment or housing.

6. Employer’s Guide to Texas Criminal Background Screening

Targeted at HR professionals and employers, this book offers practical advice on
conducting lawful and effective criminal background checks in Texas. It discusses
compliance with state and federal laws, interpreting criminal records, and making
informed hiring decisions. The guide also addresses common challenges and best
practices in background screening.

7. Digital Forensics and Criminal Records in Texas

This book explores the intersection of digital forensics and criminal record-keeping,
highlighting how technology affects the accuracy and accessibility of criminal history data.
It covers methods of investigating digital evidence and the role of electronic records in
background checks. Readers will understand the modern tools used in Texas criminal
justice investigations.

8. Crime and Punishment in Texas: A Historical Perspective

Providing a broader context, this book examines significant crimes and punishments in
Texas history and their impact on the state's criminal justice policies. It offers insight into
how historical criminal activities influenced the development of record-keeping and
background check systems. The narrative is enriched with case studies and legal
milestones.

9. Legal Rights and Criminal Background Checks in Texas

This book educates readers about their legal rights concerning criminal background
checks under Texas law. It covers topics such as discrimination, data accuracy, and the
process for disputing incorrect records. The work empowers individuals with knowledge to
protect themselves during background screening processes.
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