TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 2021

TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1 PROVIDES A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF GANG ACTIVITY, INFLUENCE, AND ASSOCIATED
RISKS THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF TEXAS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE REPORT EXAMINES THE EVOLVING LANDSCAPE OF GANG
OPERATIONS, HIGHLIGHTING KEY TRENDS, TYPES OF GANGS, AND LA ENFORCEMENT RESPONSES DURING THE YEAR 2021.
UNDERSTANDING THIS ASSESSMENT IS CRUCIAL FOR POLICYMAKERS, LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, AND COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS AIMING TO MITIGATE GANG-RELATED CRIME AND ENHANCE PUBLIC SAFETY. THE DOCUMENT DISSECTS VARIOUS
GANG CATEGORIES, INCLUDING STREET GANGS, PRISON GANGS, AND OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE GANGS, WITH EMPHASIS ON THEIR
DEMOGRAPHICS, CRIMINAL ENTERPRISES, AND TERRITORIAL CONTROL. ADDITIONALLY, IT ADDRESSES THE IMPACT OF GANG
VIOLENCE ON COMMUNITIES AND EXPLORES COLLABORATIVE STRATEGIES TO COUNTERACT THESE THREATS EFFECTIVELY. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW OF THE 2021 ASSESSMENT, INCLUDING GANG DEMOGRAPHICS, CRIMINAL
ACTIVITIES, LAW ENFORCEMENT INITIATIVES, AND FUTURE CHALLENGES.
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OVERVIEW OF GANG ACTIVITY IN TEXAS

THE TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 T HIGHLIGHTS A PERSISTENT AND COMPLEX GANG PRESENCE ACROSS URBAN,
SUBURBAN, AND RURAL AREAS IN TexAS. GANG ACTIVITY REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTOR TO VIOLENT CRIME, DRUG
TRAFFICKING, AND OTHER ILLICIT OPERATIONS STATEW!IDE. THE REPORT IDENTIFIES THAT GANG MEMBERSHIP AND INFLUENCE HAVE
ADAPTED TO CHANGING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, WITH MANY GROUPS EXPANDING THEIR REACH INTO NEW
TERRITORIES. TEXAS, DUE TO ITS SIZE AND BORDER LOCATION, SERVES AS A CRITICAL HUB FOR GANG-RELATED ACTIVITIES,
INCLUDING CROSS-BORDER TRAFFICKING AND RECRUITMENT. THE ASSESSMENT UNDERSCORES THAT GANG-RELATED VIOLENCE
DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTS CERTAIN COMMUNITIES, LEADING TO HEIGHTENED LA ENFORCEMENT FOCUS AND COMMUNITY -
BASED PREVENTION EFFORTS.

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF GANGS

GANGS IN TEXAS ARE DISTRIBUTED UNEVENLY, WITH DENSELY POPULATED METROPOLITAN AREAS EXHIBITING THE HIGHEST
CONCENTRATION. CITIES SUCH AS HOUSTON, DALLAS, SAN ANTONIO, AND AUSTIN ARE PRIMARY HOTSPOTS FOR GANG
ACTIVITY. HO\X/EVER, SMALLER CITIES AND RURAL REGIONS HAVE ALSO REPORTED INCREASING GANG PRESENCE, MAINLY DUE TO
MIGRATION AND DISPLACEMENT OF GANG MEMBERS. THE TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1 NOTES THAT GANG INFLUENCE
OFTEN CORRELATES WITH SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS SUCH AS POVERTY, UNEMPLOYMENT, AND EDUCATIONAL DISPARITIES.

GANG MEMBERSHIP TRENDS

MEMBERSHIP IN GANGS ACROSS TEXAS IS CHARACTERIZED BY A DIVERSE DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE. W/HILE PREDOMINANTLY
COMPOSED OF YOUNG MALES, THE ASSESSMENT IDENTIFIES A GROWING PRESENCE OF FEMALE GANG MEMBERS AND YOUNGER
RECRUITS, SOME AS YOUNG AS EARLY TEENS. RECRUITMENT TACTICS HAVE EVOLVED, WITH GANGS LEVERAGING SOCIAL MEDIA
PLATFORMS TO ATTRACT AND COMMUNICATE WITH POTENTIAL MEMBERS. T HE REPORT ALSO INDICATES THAT SOME GANGS
HAVE DIVERSIFIED THEIR MEMBERSHIP ETHNICALLY, REFLECTING BROADER DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS WITHIN THE STATE.



TyPes oF GANGS OPERATING IN TEXAS

THE TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1 CATEGORIZES GANGS INTO SEVERAL PRIMARY GROUPS BASED ON THEIR
STRUCTURE, ORIGIN, AND CRIMINAL FOCUS. THESE INCLUDE STREET GANGS, PRISON GANGS, OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE GANGS
(OMGS), AND HYBRID GANGS. EACH TYPE PRESENTS UNIQUE THREATS AND OPERATIONAL METHODS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE
OVERALL GANG PROBLEM IN TEXAS.

STReeT GANGS

STREET GANGS CONSTITUTE THE MAJORITY OF GANG ACTIVITY IN TEXAS. THESE GROUPS ARE OFTEN INVOLVED IN VIOLENT
CRIME, DRUG DISTRIBUTION, AND TERRITORIAL DISPUTES. PROMINENT STREET GANGS INCLUDE THE CRIPS, BLOODS, LATIN KINGS,
AND SURE OS, EACH WITH A DISTINCT CULTURAL IDENTITY AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE. THE ASSESSMENT DETAILS HOW
STREET GANGS MAINTAIN CONTROL OVER NEIGHBORHOODS, ENGAGE IN RECRUITMENT, AND COMPETE FOR DOMINANCE, WHICH
FREQUENTLY RESULTS IN VIOLENT CONFRONTATIONS.

PrisoN GANGS

PRISON GANGS HAVE A SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE BOTH INSIDE CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES AND IN COMMUNITIES OUTSIDE. GROUPS
SUCH AS THE TEXAS SYNDICATE, ARYAN BROTHERHOOD, AND BARRIO AZTECA OPERATE WITHIN THE PRISON SYSTEM AND
EXTEND THEIR REACH THROUGH AFFILIATED STREET GANGS. THE TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1 EMPHASIZES THE
COORDINATION BETWEEN PRISON AND STREET GANGS IN DRUG TRAFFICKING, EXTORTION, AND VIOLENT ENFORCEMENT OF GANG
RULES.

OuTLAW MoTorcYcLE GANGS

OMGS ARE SMALLER IN NUMBER BUT HOLD CONSIDERABLE POWER, ESPECIALLY IN DRUG DISTRIBUTION AND ORGANIZED CRIME.
KNOWN GROUPS LIKE THE BANDIDOS AND HELLS ANGELS HAVE ESTABLISHED CHAPTERS ACROSS TEXAS. THE ASSESSMENT
POINTS TO THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING, WEAPONS OFFENSES, AND VIOLENT CRIME, OFTEN COORDINATING
WITH OTHER CRIMINAL ENTERPRISES TO MAINTAIN THEIR INFLUENCE.

CRIMINAL ENTERPRISES AND GANG VIOLENCE

GANG-RELATED CRIMINAL ENTERPRISES FORM THE BACKBONE OF THE THREAT LANDSCAPE IN TEXAS. THE TEXAS GANG THREAT
ASSESSMENT 202 T OUTLINES A VARIETY OF ILLICIT ACTIVITIES THAT FUND GANG OPERATIONS AND PERPETUATE VIOLENCE.
THESE ENTERPRISES DIRECTLY AFFECT PUBLIC SAFETY AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE BROADER CRIMINAL ECONOMY.

DrUG TRAFFICKING

DRUG TRAFFICKING REMAINS THE PRIMARY REVENUE SOURCE FOR MANY GANGS. TEXAS GANGS ARE HEAVILY INVOLVED IN THE
DISTRIBUTION OF NARCOTICS SUCH AS METHAMPHET AMINE, HEROIN, COCAINE, AND INCREASINGLY, SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS LIKE
FENTANYL. THE STATE'S PROXIMITY TO THE MEXICAN BORDER FACILITATES LARGE-SCALE DRUG SMUGGLING OPERATIONS, WITH
GANGS CONTROLLING LOCAL DISTRIBUTION NETWORKS. THE REPORT DETAILS HOW GANG-RELATED DRUG MARKETS FUEL
VIOLENCE AND ADDICTION IN AFFECTED COMMUNITIES.

VIOLENT CRIME

VIOLENT CRIME LINKED TO GANG ACTIVITY INCLUDES HOMICIDES, ASSAULTS, ROBBERIES, AND SHOOTINGS. TERRITORIAL
DISPUTES, RETALIATION, AND ENFORCEMENT OF GANG RULES OFTEN ESCALATE INTO DEADLY CONFRONTATIONS. THE ASSESSMENT
NOTES THAT GANG-RELATED VIOLENCE DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTS YOUNG PEOPLE AND CONTRIBUTES TO OVERALL CRIME



RATES IN TEXAS CITIES. LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES PRIORITIZE GANG VIOLENCE REDUCTION AS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF
PUBLIC SAFETY EFFORTS.

OTHER CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES

BEYOND DRUGS AND VIOLENCE, GANGS ENGAGE IN A RANGE OF OTHER CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING:

® HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION
® |LLEGAL WEAPONS TRAFFICKING

® EXTORTION AND PROTECTION RACKETS
® ROBBERY AND BURGLARY

®* MONEY LAUNDERING

THESE DIVERSIFIED CRIMINAL ENTERPRISES ENHANCE GANG RESILIENCE AND COMPLICATE LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COMMUNITY RESPONSE

THE TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 T HIGHLIGHTS COORDINATED EFFORTS BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO COMBAT GANG THREATS. MULTI-AGENCY TASK FORCES, INTELLIGENCE SHARING, AND
COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS FORM THE FOUNDATION OF THESE STRATEGIES.

LAW ENFORCEMENT STRATEGIES

L AW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES EMPLOY A VARIETY OF METHODS TO DISRUPT GANG ACTIVITY, INCLUDING PROACTIVE
INVESTIGATIONS, SURVEILLANCE, AND TARGETED ARRESTS. THE USE OF GANG DATABASES AND INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS HELPS
IDENTIFY KEY GANG MEMBERS AND NETWORKS. COLLABORATIVE OPERATIONS AT LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL LEVELS ENHANCE
RESOURCE ALLOCATION AND OPERATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS.

CoMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS FOCUS ON PREVENTION, INTERVENTION, AND REHABILITATION TO REDUCE GANG RECRUITMENT AND
VIOLENCE. THESE INITIATIVES INCLUDE YOUTH MENTORSHIP, EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT, JOB TRAINING, AND FAMILY SERVICES.
ENGAGING COMMUNITY LEADERS AND STAKEHOLDERS IS VITAL TO CREATING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS AND FOSTERING TRUST
BETWEEN RESIDENTS AND LA ENFORCEMENT.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

DESPITE ONGOING EFFORTS, THE TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 2021 ACKNOWLEDGES SEVERAL CHALLENGES IN ADDRESSING
GANG-RELATED ISSUES. THESE INCLUDE EVOLVING GANG TACTICS, TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC
FACTORS THAT FACILITATE GANG PERSISTENCE. THE REPORT UNDERSCORES THE NEED FOR ADAPTIVE STRATEGIES, INCREASED
FUNDING, AND CONTINUED COLLABORATION AMONG ALL STAKEHOLDERS.



EMERGING THREATS

NEW TRENDS SUCH AS CYBER-ENABLED GANG ACTIVITY, USE OF ENCRYPTED COMMUNICATION APPS, AND EXPANSION INTO NEW
CRIMINAL MARKETS POSE SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES. ADDITIONALLY, THE BLENDING OF GANG IDENTITIES AND ALLIANCES
COMPLICATES TRADITIONAL CLASSIFICATION AND ENFORCEMENT APPROACHES.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE ACTION
THe ASSESSMENT SUGGESTS SEVERAL KEY RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENHANCE GANG THREAT MITIGATION:
1. ExpaAND INTELLIGENCE~-SHARING PLATFORMS ACROSS JURISDICTIONS
2. INCREASE INVESTMENT IN COMMUNITY-BASED PREVENTION PROGRAMS
3. ENHANCE TRAINING FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT ON EVOLVING GANG TACTICS
4. STRENGTHEN PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN PUBLIC SAFETY AGENCIES AND SOCIAL SERVICES

5. PROMOTE RESEARCH TO UNDERSTAND GANG DYNAMICS AND EFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is THE TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 20217

THE TexASs GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1 IS AN ANNUAL REPORT PUBLISHED BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
SAFETY THAT ANALYZES AND EVALUATES GANG ACTIVITY, TRENDS, AND THREATS WITHIN THE STATE OF TEXAS.

\¥/HICH GANGS ARE IDENTIFIED AS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT THREATS IN THE TEXAS GANG
THREAT AssessMenNT 202 1°

THE ASSESSMENT IDENTIFIES MAJOR THREATS FROM TRANSNATIONAL GANGS SUCH AS MS-1 3, AS WELL AS PROMINENT TEXAS-
BASED GANGS INCLUDING THE TEXAS SYNDICATE, BARrRrRIO AZTECA/ AND VARIOUS PRISON GANGS.

How poEes THE TExXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1 IMPACT LAW ENFORCEMENT
STRATEGIES?

THE ASSESSMENT PROVIDES LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES WITH CRITICAL INTELLIGENCE AND TREND ANALYSIS, ENABLING THEM TO
DEVELOP TARGETED STRATEGIES FOR GANG PREVENTION, INTERVENTION, AND SUPPRESSION THROUGHOUT TEXAS.

\W/HAT TRENDS IN GANG ACTIVITY WERE HIGHLIGHTED IN THE 202 1 REPORT?

THe 2021 REPORT HIGHLIGHTED AN INCREASE IN VIOLENT CRIMES LINKED TO GANGS, THE EXPANSION OF GANG INFLUENCE IN
SUBURBAN AND RURAL AREAS, AND THE GROWING USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA FOR RECRUITMENT AND COORDINATION.

Does THE TeExXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1 ADDRESS THE ROLE OF DRUG
TRAFFICKING IN GANG OPERATIONS?

YES/ THE REPORT DETAILS HOW DRUG TRAFFICKING REMAINS A PRIMARY SOURCE OF INCOME FOR MANY GANGS, INCLUDING THE
SMUGGLING OF NARCOTICS ACROSS THE TEXAS-MEXICO BORDER, WHICH FUELS GANG-RELATED VIOLENCE AND CRIMINAL



ENTERPRISES.

How CAN COMMUNITY MEMBERS USE INFORMATION FROM THE TEXAS GANG THREAT
AssessMeNT 20217

COMMUNITY MEMBERS CAN USE THE INFORMATION TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT GANG PRESENCE AND ACTIVITIES IN THEIR AREAS,
SUPPORT LOCAL PREVENTION PROGRAMS, AND COLLABORATE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT TO ENHANCE PUBLIC SAFETY EFFORTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. TExAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1: AN OVERVIEW

THIS COMPREHENSIVE REPORT PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS OF GANG ACTIVITY ACROSS TEXAS IN 202 1. IT HIGHLIGHTS
THE MOST PREVALENT GANGS, THEIR ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES, AND THE GEOGRAPHIC AREAS MOST AFFECTED. LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES USE THIS ASSESSMENT TO DEVELOP STRATEGIES AIMED AT REDUCING GANG-RELATED CRIME.

2. GANG DYNAMICS AND THREATS IN TEXAS: A 202 1 PERSPECTIVE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE EVOLVING NATURE OF GANG OPERATIONS IN TEXAS, FOCUSING ON THE YEAR 202 1. IT EXAMINES
HOW GANGS HAVE ADAPTED TO LAW ENFORCEMENT TACTICS AND THE SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO GANG
PROLIFERATION. THE AUTHOR INCLUDES CASE STUDIES FROM MAJOR TEXAS CITIES TO ILLUSTRATE THESE TRENDS.

3. UNDERSTANDING TEXAS GANGS: THREAT ASSESSMENT AND PREVENTION STRATEGIES

AIMED AT POLICYMAKERS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE KEY ELEMENTS OF GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT
IN TEXAS FOR 202 1. IT DISCUSSES PREVENTION PROGRAMS AND INTERVENTION TECHNIQUES THAT HAVE SHOWN PROMISE IN
CURBING GANG VIOLENCE. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS BETWEEN LAW ENFORCEMENT AND LOCAL
COMMUNITIES.

4. TeExAS GANG THREATS: INTELLIGENCE AND LAV ENFORCEMENT RESPONSES 202 1

FOCUSING ON INTELLIGENCE GATHERING AND OPERATIONAL RESPONSES, THIS VOLUME DETAILS HOW TEXAS LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES ADDRESSED GANG THREATS IN 202 1. IT COVERS ADVANCES IN SURVEILLANCE, DATA ANALYSIS, AND INTER-AGENCY
COOPERATION. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS STORIES AND ONGOING CHALLENGES.

5. THe 2021 TexAS GANG THREAT LANDSCAPE: TRENDS AND CHALLENGES

THIS TITLE PRESENTS A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF GANG-RELATED TRENDS THROUGHOUT TEXAS IN 202 1. |T IDENTIFIES
EMERGING GANGS AND CHANGES IN CRIMINAL ENTERPRISES, SUCH AS DRUG TRAFFICKING AND HUMAN SMUGGLING. THE AUTHOR
DISCUSSES THE IMPLICATIONS OF THESE TRENDS FOR PUBLIC SAFETY AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT.

6. CoUNTERING GANG VIOLENCE IN TEXAS: 2021 THREAT ASSESSMENT AND BEYOND

THIS WORK OUTLINES STRATEGIES FOR MITIGATING GANG VIOLENCE BASED ON THREAT ASSESSMENTS CONDUCTED IN 202 1. IT
EMPHASIZES COMMUNITY-BASED INITIATIVES AND THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN REDUCING GANG RECRUITMENT. THE BOOK SERVES
AS A GUIDE FOR STAKEHOLDERS SEEKING SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS.

7. TexAs GanGs 202 1: PROFILES, THREATS, AND LAW ENFORCEMENT STRATEGIES

PROVIDING DETAILED PROFILES OF MAJOR GANGS OPERATING IN TEXAS IN 202 1, THIS BOOK HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND THEIR
STRUCTURES AND MOTIVES. |T ALSO REVIEWS THE TACTICAL APPROACHES TAKEN BY LAW ENFORCEMENT TO COMBAT THESE
GANGS. THE NARRATIVES ARE SUPPORTED BY INTERVIEWS WITH OFFICERS AND FORMER GANG MEMBERS.

8. EMERGING GANG THREATS IN TEXAS: 2021 ANALYSIS AND FORECAST

THIS ANALYTICAL BOOK FOCUSES ON NEWLY SURFACED GANG THREATS IN TEXAS DURING 202 1, FORECASTING POTENTIAL
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE COMING YEARS. |T DISCUSSES HOW SHIFTS IN DEMOGRAPHICS AND MIGRATION PATTERNS INFLUENCE GANG
ACTIVITY. THE AUTHOR OFFERS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EARLY INTERVENTION.

9. TEXAS GANG THREAT ASSESSMENT 202 1: PoLicy IMPLICATIONS AND COMMUNITY IMPACT

EXAMINING THE BROADER IMPACT OF GANG THREATS ON TEXAS COMMUNITIES, THIS BOOK LINKS 202 1 ASSESSMENT FINDINGS
WITH POLICY RESPONSES. |IT ADVOCATES FOR INTEGRATED APPROACHES COMBINING LAW ENFORCEMENT, SOCIAL SERVICES, AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. THE TEXT PROVIDES A CRITICAL LOOK AT THE SUCCESSES AND LIMITATIONS OF CURRENT POLICIES.
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