
the 117th congress worksheet answers
the 117th congress worksheet answers provide a detailed understanding of the legislative
activities, composition, and key functions of the 117th United States Congress. This article offers
comprehensive insights into the structure, major legislative achievements, and political dynamics of
the 117th Congress, helping students and researchers effectively complete their worksheets. By
exploring the answers related to membership, leadership, committee assignments, and significant
bills passed during this period, readers will gain a solid grasp of how this Congress operated
between 2021 and 2023. Additionally, this guide clarifies common queries and provides factual
explanations that align with educational standards. Whether for academic purposes or general
knowledge, the information outlined here will ensure accurate and thorough responses to the 117th
Congress worksheet questions. The following sections delve into the key aspects, providing clarity
and context for each topic covered.

Overview of the 117th Congress

Membership and Leadership

Major Legislative Actions

Committee Structure and Roles

Political Dynamics and Partisan Composition

Important Dates and Sessions

Overview of the 117th Congress
The 117th United States Congress convened from January 3, 2021, to January 3, 2023. It consisted
of two chambers: the Senate and the House of Representatives, continuing the federal legislative
process under the U.S. Constitution. This Congress was responsible for creating, debating, and
passing laws affecting the nation during a critical period marked by the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic, economic recovery efforts, and significant political challenges. The 117th Congress
followed the 116th and preceded the 118th Congress, marking a continuation of legislative priorities
and shifts in political power.

Role and Function of the 117th Congress
The primary role of the 117th Congress was to legislate federal laws, oversee the executive branch,
and represent the American people. This Congress addressed key issues such as public health,
economic stimulus, infrastructure, and social reforms. It exercised oversight through hearings and
investigations while confirming presidential appointments. The legislative output from the 117th
Congress shaped policy directions and set precedents for subsequent sessions.



Structure and Sessions
The 117th Congress held two regular sessions, each corresponding to one calendar year. Both
chambers met at the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. The Senate comprised 100 members,
two from each state, while the House had 435 voting members apportioned based on population.
Special sessions and joint sessions were convened as necessary to address urgent matters.

Membership and Leadership
Understanding the membership and leadership of the 117th Congress is essential for answering
worksheet questions regarding representation and governance. The composition of both chambers
reflected the results of the 2020 elections, influencing legislative priorities and control of Congress.

Senate Membership
The Senate had 50 Republicans, 48 Democrats, and 2 Independents who caucused with the
Democrats, effectively giving the Democratic Party a slim majority. Senators served staggered six-
year terms, with approximately one-third of the Senate seats up for election every two years.
Notable members included Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell.

House of Representatives Membership
The House consisted of 222 Democrats and 213 Republicans at the beginning of the 117th Congress.
The Speaker of the House was Nancy Pelosi, representing the Democratic majority. Representatives
served two-year terms, reflecting the political climate of their respective districts. Leadership roles
such as Majority Leader and Minority Leader played critical roles in legislative agenda-setting.

Leadership Positions

Senate: Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, Minority Leader Mitch McConnell

House: Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy

Whips and committee chairs appointed to facilitate party discipline and legislative
coordination

Major Legislative Actions
The 117th Congress passed several landmark laws that addressed urgent national issues. These
legislative actions form a crucial part of worksheet responses related to policy outcomes and
congressional achievements during this term.



COVID-19 Relief and Economic Stimulus
The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 was a significant piece of legislation designed to provide
economic relief amid the pandemic. It included stimulus checks, expanded unemployment benefits,
funding for vaccine distribution, and support for small businesses. This act exemplified the
Congress’s response to the public health and economic crisis.

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
Passed in November 2021, this bipartisan infrastructure bill allocated substantial funding to repair
and upgrade roads, bridges, public transit, and broadband internet. It aimed to modernize the
nation’s infrastructure and create jobs, representing one of the largest federal infrastructure
investments in decades.

Other Notable Legislation

Juneteenth National Independence Day Act – Established a federal holiday commemorating the
end of slavery

COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act – Addressed hate crimes against Asian Americans amid the
pandemic

National Defense Authorization Act – Annual authorization for defense spending and military
policy

Committee Structure and Roles
Committees in the 117th Congress played vital roles in shaping legislation, conducting oversight,
and holding hearings. Understanding committee assignments and their functions is key to answering
related worksheet questions.

Types of Committees
The 117th Congress operated several types of committees:

Standing Committees: Permanent panels such as the House Ways and Means Committee
and Senate Judiciary Committee that handle specific policy areas.

Select Committees: Temporary or special committees established to investigate or focus on
particular issues, like the Select Committee on the Climate Crisis.

Joint Committees: Committees composed of members from both chambers, addressing topics
like taxation and the Library of Congress.



Key Committees and Their Chairpersons
Leadership of major committees influences the legislative agenda. For example, Rep. Richard Neal
chaired the House Ways and Means Committee, while Sen. Patty Murray led the Senate Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee during the 117th Congress. These committees reviewed
bills, held hearings, and made recommendations to their respective chambers.

Political Dynamics and Partisan Composition
The 117th Congress was characterized by a narrow Democratic majority, which shaped legislative
negotiations and policy outcomes. The political environment influenced lawmaking, bipartisanship,
and committee activities.

Partisan Balance and Control
With the Senate evenly split 50-50, Vice President Kamala Harris held the tie-breaking vote,
granting Democrats control. The House majority was slim, requiring party cohesion to pass
legislation. This balance necessitated negotiation and sometimes contentious partisan debates on
key issues.

Impact on Legislation
The narrow majorities led to compromises on several bills, with bipartisan support essential for
significant legislation, such as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. Partisan polarization also
resulted in legislative gridlock on certain topics, reflecting the broader national political climate.

Role of Congressional Caucuses
Caucuses within Congress, such as the Congressional Progressive Caucus and the House Freedom
Caucus, influenced policy discussions and party strategies. These groups represented ideological
subdivisions and helped coordinate member positions on legislation.

Important Dates and Sessions
Key dates and legislative sessions of the 117th Congress are important for understanding the
timeline of its activities and for completing worksheets accurately.

Opening and Closing Dates
The 117th Congress officially began on January 3, 2021, following the 2020 elections, and ended on
January 3, 2023. Each chamber convened for two regular sessions, with breaks and recesses



scheduled throughout the term.

Notable Sessions and Events

January 6, 2021: Certification of the 2020 presidential election results and related events

March 2021: Passage of the American Rescue Plan Act

November 2021: Approval of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act

Various committee hearings on pandemic response, voting rights, and national security

Midterm Elections and Impact
Although midterm elections occur in even-numbered years, the 117th Congress’s composition was
influenced by the 2020 general elections and special elections held during its term. These elections
affected membership changes and party control dynamics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 117th Congress worksheet?
The 117th Congress worksheet is designed to help students and individuals learn about the
structure, functions, and key members of the 117th United States Congress.

Where can I find the answers to the 117th Congress
worksheet?
Answers to the 117th Congress worksheet can often be found in educational resources, government
websites, or study guides related to U.S. civics and government classes.

What topics are covered in the 117th Congress worksheet?
The worksheet typically covers topics such as the roles of the House and Senate, major committees,
leadership positions, legislative processes, and significant legislation passed during the 117th
Congress.

Who were the key leaders in the 117th Congress featured in
the worksheet?
Key leaders of the 117th Congress include Nancy Pelosi as Speaker of the House, Chuck Schumer as
Senate Majority Leader, and Mitch McConnell as Senate Minority Leader.



How can I use the 117th Congress worksheet to better
understand U.S. government?
By completing the 117th Congress worksheet, you can gain a clearer understanding of how
Congress operates, the roles of its members, and the legislative process, which enhances knowledge
of American government and civics.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding the 117th Congress: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth overview of the 117th United States Congress, detailing its structure,
key members, and significant legislative actions. It covers the political dynamics and party
compositions that influenced decision-making during this session. Readers will find clear
explanations of congressional procedures and the impact of major bills passed.

2. Legislative Processes and the 117th Congress Worksheet Answers
Designed as a companion resource for students and educators, this book offers detailed answers and
explanations for worksheets related to the 117th Congress. It breaks down complex legislative
concepts into understandable sections, with practical examples from recent congressional activities.
The text helps readers grasp how laws are made and the roles different congressional committees
play.

3. Key Legislation of the 117th Congress: An Analytical Review
Focusing on the major laws enacted during the 117th Congress, this book analyzes their
development, purpose, and effects on American society. It includes case studies of landmark bills
and the political debates surrounding them. The author provides context for understanding the
legislative priorities of this congressional session.

4. The Role of Committees in the 117th Congress
This volume explores the function and influence of congressional committees during the 117th
Congress. It outlines how committees shape legislation, conduct oversight, and respond to
constituent concerns. Readers gain insight into the inner workings of committees and their crucial
role in the legislative process.

5. Political Dynamics and Partisanship in the 117th Congress
Examining the partisan landscape of the 117th Congress, this book discusses how political alignment
affected collaboration and conflict among lawmakers. It highlights key moments of bipartisan
cooperation as well as intense party divisions. The narrative sheds light on the challenges of
governance in a polarized environment.

6. Congressional Leadership and the 117th Session
This book profiles the leaders of the 117th Congress, including the Speaker of the House, Senate
Majority Leader, and committee chairs. It discusses their leadership styles, strategies, and influence
on legislative outcomes. The text also covers how leadership navigated political pressures and
guided the legislative agenda.

7. Public Policy Outcomes from the 117th Congress
Analyzing the tangible effects of legislation passed during the 117th Congress, this book reviews
changes in domestic and foreign policy. It assesses the impact on sectors such as healthcare,



education, and national security. Readers will find evaluations of policy successes and areas where
goals were unmet.

8. Educational Resources on the 117th Congress for Teachers and Students
This practical guide provides educators with tools, lesson plans, and worksheet answer keys related
to the 117th Congress. It aims to facilitate classroom engagement with current events and civics
education. The book encourages critical thinking about government functions and citizen
participation.

9. The 117th Congress in Historical Perspective
Placing the 117th Congress within the broader timeline of American legislative history, this book
compares its achievements and challenges to previous sessions. It highlights historical trends in
congressional behavior and institutional change. The author offers reflections on the evolving role of
Congress in American democracy.
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