
the abolition of man cs lewis
the abolition of man cs lewis is a profound philosophical work that explores the
consequences of moral relativism and the rejection of objective values. Written by C.S.
Lewis in 1943, this book presents a compelling critique of modern education, ethics, and
the scientific worldview, arguing that detaching humanity from universal moral laws leads
to the dehumanization and eventual destruction of mankind. The abolition of man cs lewis
addresses timeless questions about the nature of morality, the role of reason and emotion
in ethical judgment, and the dangers of technological and ideological domination over
human nature. This article examines the key themes, arguments, and significance of the
abolition of man cs lewis, providing an in-depth understanding of its philosophical context
and contemporary relevance. Readers will gain insight into Lewis’s critique of
subjectivism, his defense of natural law, and the implications of his vision for the future of
human society. The following sections outline the structure of this exploration to facilitate
a comprehensive understanding of the abolition of man cs lewis.

Background and Historical Context

Core Themes and Philosophical Arguments

Analysis of Moral Subjectivism and Objectivism

The Role of Education in Moral Formation

Impact and Legacy of the Abolition of Man

Background and Historical Context
The abolition of man cs lewis was composed during the early 1940s, a period marked by
global conflict and rapid social change. Lewis wrote the book as a series of lectures
addressing the decline of traditional values and the rise of scientific materialism in
Western culture. His primary concern was the erosion of a shared moral framework, which
he believed was essential for civilization’s survival. Lewis observed that modern education
increasingly promoted skepticism about universal truths, encouraging subjective
interpretations of morality instead. This context deeply influenced the arguments he
presented, positioning his work as both a critique of contemporary trends and a call to
preserve objective standards of right and wrong.

Historical Influences
The abolition of man cs lewis reflects the intellectual climate of the early 20th century,
including the rise of logical positivism, behaviorism, and relativism. These philosophies
often dismissed metaphysical claims and ethical absolutes as meaningless or culturally
constructed. Lewis challenged this dismissal by reaffirming the existence of a “Tao,” a



term he uses to describe the natural law or universal moral order recognized across
cultures and history. His engagement with these ideas highlighted the tension between
emerging scientific perspectives and enduring ethical traditions.

Lewis’s Personal and Academic Background
C.S. Lewis was a renowned scholar and Christian apologist whose academic expertise in
literature and philosophy informed his writing. His Christian worldview profoundly shaped
the abolition of man, providing a foundation for his arguments about objective morality
and human nature. Lewis’s experience as an educator also influenced his critique of
contemporary schooling, which he saw as undermining the moral development of young
people by promoting relativistic thinking.

Core Themes and Philosophical Arguments
The abolition of man cs lewis centers on several interrelated themes that address the
nature of values, the dangers of moral subjectivism, and the consequences of divorcing
ethics from human nature. These themes form the backbone of Lewis’s argument against
the modern tendency to reject absolute truths.

Objective Morality and the Tao
One of the book’s primary themes is the existence of objective moral values, which Lewis
collectively refers to as the “Tao.” He argues that this natural law represents a universal
code of ethics acknowledged by diverse cultures and epochs. According to Lewis, the Tao
is not arbitrary but rooted in the reality of human nature and the universe. The abolition of
man cs lewis warns that rejecting the Tao leads to moral chaos and the loss of what it
means to be truly human.

The Danger of Subjectivism
Lewis critiques the growing trend toward subjectivism—the belief that moral values are
merely expressions of individual or cultural preferences. He suggests that this viewpoint
ultimately undermines the possibility of genuine moral discourse and leads to
manipulation by those in power. The abolition of man cs lewis emphasizes that without
adherence to objective values, humanity risks becoming enslaved to technology and
ideology, losing its moral compass.

Emotion and Reason in Ethics
The abolition of man cs lewis explores how both reason and emotion play vital roles in
moral judgment. He challenges the notion that ethics can be reduced to mere logical or
scientific analysis, arguing that feelings of awe, reverence, and moral indignation are
essential to recognizing and affirming objective values. Lewis contends that education



must cultivate these sentiments alongside intellectual understanding to foster genuine
virtue.

Analysis of Moral Subjectivism and Objectivism
This section delves deeper into Lewis’s critique of moral subjectivism and his defense of
moral objectivism, providing a detailed examination of his reasoning and its implications.

The Men Without Chests
In one of the most famous passages, Lewis describes “men without chests,” individuals
whose education has severed the connection between intellect and sentiment, resulting in
moral emptiness. The abolition of man cs lewis argues that such people lack the capacity
to appreciate objective values, rendering them vulnerable to manipulation and ethical
collapse. This metaphor underscores the necessity of harmonizing reason and emotion in
moral education.

Consequences of Rejecting Objective Values
Lewis warns that denying universal moral principles leads to a dangerous future where
humanity becomes subject to “conditioners” who impose their will through technological
and psychological means. The abolition of man cs lewis predicts that this process
culminates in the literal abolition of man—the destruction of authentic human nature and
freedom. This argument serves as a cautionary tale about the moral hazards of unchecked
scientific progress divorced from ethical constraints.

Defending the Natural Law
Lewis’s appeal to the natural law tradition reaffirms the existence of enduring moral
truths accessible through reason and experience. The abolition of man cs lewis situates
this law as foundational for law, education, and human flourishing. By defending the
natural law, Lewis challenges both secular skepticism and relativistic ethics, advocating
for a moral framework grounded in reality rather than subjective preference.

The Role of Education in Moral Formation
The abolition of man cs lewis places significant emphasis on the role of education in
shaping moral character and preserving objective values. Lewis critiques contemporary
educational practices and proposes an alternative vision focused on moral development.



Critique of Modern Education
Lewis criticizes modern education for promoting skepticism toward absolute values and
encouraging emotional detachment from moral realities. He argues that this approach
produces individuals incapable of making sound ethical judgments or recognizing the
importance of virtue. The abolition of man cs lewis suggests that such education
undermines the very foundation of civilization by eroding the moral sentiments necessary
for social cohesion.

Education for Virtue
Lewis advocates for an education that cultivates both intellect and emotion, fostering
appreciation for the Tao and commitment to objective values. The abolition of man cs lewis
envisions schooling as a process of moral formation that prepares individuals to face
ethical challenges with courage and integrity. This includes teaching students to recognize
natural law principles and integrate them into their daily lives.

Practical Implications for Educators
Educators inspired by Lewis’s work may focus on:

Incorporating classical moral philosophy into curricula

Encouraging critical reflection on ethical issues

Promoting character education and virtue ethics

Balancing intellectual rigor with emotional development

Resisting relativistic and nihilistic tendencies in teaching

Impact and Legacy of the Abolition of Man
The abolition of man cs lewis has had a lasting influence on philosophical, theological, and
educational discourse. Its insights continue to resonate with audiences concerned about
the moral direction of modern society.

Influence on Contemporary Philosophy
Lewis’s defense of objective morality and critique of subjectivism have inspired numerous
thinkers in ethics, political philosophy, and cultural criticism. The abolition of man cs lewis
remains a seminal text for those exploring the foundations of moral realism and the
challenges posed by postmodern skepticism.



Relevance to Modern Ethical Debates
Issues such as bioethics, human enhancement, and artificial intelligence evoke concerns
similar to those Lewis raised about technological control and the loss of human dignity.
The abolition of man cs lewis provides a framework for examining these developments
through the lens of natural law and moral responsibility.

Legacy in Education and Cultural Critique
Lewis’s work continues to shape discussions about the purpose of education and the
preservation of cultural values. The abolition of man cs lewis serves as a foundational
reference for advocates of classical education, character formation, and moral philosophy
in schools and universities worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Abolition of Man' by
C.S. Lewis?
'The Abolition of Man' primarily explores the dangers of moral relativism and the
importance of objective values, arguing that abandoning these principles leads to the
dehumanization of society.

How does C.S. Lewis define 'Men without Chests' in 'The
Abolition of Man'?
In 'The Abolition of Man,' Lewis uses 'Men without Chests' to describe people who lack
virtue and proper emotional development because they reject objective values and moral
sentiments.

What role does education play according to 'The
Abolition of Man'?
Lewis emphasizes that education should cultivate a proper understanding of objective
values and virtues, warning that failing to do so can lead to the 'abolition' of humanity’s
moral compass.

Why does C.S. Lewis criticize modern science and
technology in 'The Abolition of Man'?
Lewis critiques modern science and technology for their potential to dominate nature and
humanity, arguing that without moral restraint, they can lead to the manipulation and
control of human beings.



What is the significance of the 'Tao' in 'The Abolition of
Man'?
The 'Tao' in Lewis's work refers to the universal moral law or natural law that underpins
all cultures and ethical systems, representing the foundation of objective values.

How does 'The Abolition of Man' relate to contemporary
ethical debates?
'The Abolition of Man' remains relevant today as it addresses issues like moral relativism,
the consequences of rejecting universal values, and the ethical implications of scientific
advancements.

What warnings does C.S. Lewis give about the future of
humanity in 'The Abolition of Man'?
Lewis warns that if humanity abandons objective morality, it risks creating a future where
people are controlled by a powerful elite, leading to the loss of true freedom and humanity
itself.

How does 'The Abolition of Man' reflect C.S. Lewis's
Christian worldview?
Lewis's Christian beliefs underpin the book's argument for objective morality, suggesting
that universal values stem from a divine source and that rejecting them ultimately leads to
spiritual and moral decay.

Additional Resources
1. The Abolition of Man by C.S. Lewis
This classic work by C.S. Lewis discusses the dangers of moral subjectivism and the loss of
objective values in modern education and society. Lewis argues for the existence of
universal values, which he calls the "Tao," and warns that abandoning these leads to the
"abolition of man" – the destruction of true humanity. The book is a philosophical treatise
that critiques scientism and relativism.

2. The Closing of the American Mind by Allan Bloom
Bloom’s book examines the decline of moral and intellectual rigor in American higher
education. He argues that abandoning classical values and objective truths has led to a
cultural crisis. The themes resonate with Lewis’s concerns about moral relativism and the
erosion of universal values.

3. After Virtue by Alasdair MacIntyre
In this influential work, MacIntyre explores the collapse of moral discourse in the modern
world. He traces the history of ethics and argues for a return to a virtue-based morality
rooted in tradition. The book complements Lewis’s critique of contemporary moral
philosophy.



4. The Rape of Reason by Max Horkheimer
This book critiques the domination of reason divorced from ethical considerations in
modern society. Horkheimer discusses how instrumental rationality leads to
dehumanization, echoing Lewis’s warnings about the consequences of abandoning
objective values.

5. The Spirit of the Age: Progressive Liberalism and the Abolition of Man by Michael
Novak
Novak analyzes the intellectual trends that undermine traditional moral frameworks. He
explores how progressive liberalism challenges objective morality, similar to the themes
Lewis addresses. The book offers insight into cultural shifts impacting human nature and
ethics.

6. How Shall We Live? Ethics in an Age of Self-Interest by Charles Colson
Colson discusses the erosion of moral values in contemporary society and advocates for a
return to objective ethics grounded in Christian principles. His arguments align with
Lewis’s concerns about moral relativism and the importance of universal truths.

7. The Road to Serfdom by Friedrich Hayek
Hayek warns about the dangers of centralized control and the loss of individual freedoms.
While primarily an economic and political analysis, the book touches on themes of moral
philosophy and human nature that complement Lewis’s work on the abolition of man.

8. Man and His Symbols by Carl G. Jung
Jung explores the role of symbols and archetypes in human psychology and culture,
emphasizing the importance of shared human experiences and values. This psychological
perspective supports Lewis’s argument about universal truths and the human condition.

9. The Moral Landscape: How Science Can Determine Human Values by Sam Harris
Harris argues that science can and should be used to define moral values, challenging
traditional religious and philosophical approaches. The book presents a modern
counterpoint to Lewis’s views, sparking critical discussion about the source of morality
and the nature of human values.
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