
the advancing guitarist by mick
goodrick

the advancing guitarist by mick goodrick is a seminal work in the realm of
guitar education, widely regarded for its deep exploration of harmony,
technique, and improvisation tailored specifically for intermediate to
advanced guitarists. This comprehensive method book breaks traditional molds
by focusing on conceptual understanding rather than rote patterns, empowering
guitarists to develop a personalized approach to playing. Mick Goodrick’s
unique teaching style emphasizes the relationship between chords, scales, and
melodic ideas, providing players with tools to navigate the fretboard more
intuitively. The advancing guitarist by mick goodrick also delves into
rhythm, phrasing, and the subtleties of jazz guitar performance, making it an
indispensable resource for serious musicians. This article will cover the
book’s background, its core concepts, instructional approach, and its impact
on guitar pedagogy. The following sections will guide readers through an in-
depth examination of what makes this book a valuable asset for advancing
guitarists.

Background and Author

Core Concepts and Methodology

Instructional Approach and Structure

Techniques and Exercises

Impact on Guitar Pedagogy

Background and Author
Mick Goodrick is a renowned jazz guitarist and educator whose influence
extends widely across the guitar community. Before publishing the advancing
guitarist by mick goodrick, he had already established himself as a
thoughtful and innovative musician, known for his subtle harmonic approach
and fluid improvisation style. The book was first published in the late 1980s
and has since become a classic reference in jazz and contemporary guitar
instruction. Goodrick’s background as a performer and teacher at prestigious
institutions like Berklee College of Music informed his methodical yet
creative approach to guitar education.



Author’s Musical Philosophy
Goodrick’s musical philosophy is deeply rooted in the idea that guitarists
should move beyond fixed patterns and scales, developing an organic
understanding of the instrument. This philosophy challenges players to think
about music in terms of intervals, voice leading, and chordal relationships
rather than relying solely on memorized fingerings. His approach encourages
exploration, listening, and internalizing harmonic movement, which is
reflected throughout the advancing guitarist by mick goodrick.

Historical Context
At the time of its publication, the advancing guitarist by mick goodrick
filled a gap in guitar education by offering a resource that focused on
advanced harmonic concepts and improvisational skills. Unlike many method
books of its era that prioritized technical exercises, Goodrick’s work
emphasized conceptual mastery and adaptability, aligning with the evolving
needs of modern jazz and fusion guitarists.

Core Concepts and Methodology
The advancing guitarist by mick goodrick centers around several core concepts
that redefine how guitarists approach the instrument. These include an
emphasis on intervallic thinking, voice leading, and the integration of
melody and harmony. The methodology encourages players to internalize the
fretboard as a continuous landscape rather than segmented scales or chord
shapes.

Intervallic Approach to the Fretboard
One of the foundational ideas in the book is the use of intervals as the
primary building blocks for understanding and constructing musical ideas.
Goodrick presents exercises and explanations that help guitarists recognize
interval relationships across strings and frets, facilitating a more fluid
and creative improvisational vocabulary.

Voice Leading and Chordal Movement
Goodrick teaches voice leading techniques that allow guitarists to smoothly
connect chords and melodic lines. This concept is vital for creating coherent
musical phrases, particularly in jazz contexts where harmonic sophistication
is key. The advancing guitarist by mick goodrick provides detailed guidance
on how to think about chord tones and non-chord tones in motion.



Melody and Harmony Integration
The book stresses the integration of melody and harmony, encouraging players
to conceive solos as melodic statements supported by harmonic context. This
approach promotes a musical sensibility that transcends technical
proficiency, fostering expressive and meaningful improvisation.

Instructional Approach and Structure
The instructional design of the advancing guitarist by mick goodrick is non-
linear and exploratory, enabling guitarists to engage with the material in a
way that suits their individual learning paths. The book is structured into
thematic chapters that cover specific topics but encourages cross-referencing
and experimentation.

Chapter Organization
The book’s chapters are organized around key musical concepts rather than
technical mechanics alone. Topics include interval studies, chord voicings,
scale applications, rhythmic variations, and improvisational strategies. Each
chapter builds upon previous material while allowing flexibility in the order
of study.

Use of Exercises and Illustrations
While not heavily reliant on traditional exercises, the advancing guitarist
by mick goodrick incorporates numerous examples and prompts designed to
stimulate creative thinking. These exercises are practical and encourage
active engagement with the fretboard, fostering a deeper understanding of the
material.

Encouragement of Personal Exploration
Goodrick’s method notably encourages players to experiment and develop their
own musical voice, rather than simply replicating prescribed patterns. This
pedagogical stance is reflected in the open-ended nature of exercises and the
emphasis on conceptual comprehension.

Techniques and Exercises
The advancing guitarist by mick goodrick offers a variety of techniques and
exercises aimed at enhancing both technical proficiency and musical insight.
These range from interval drills to chord substitution practices and
improvisational frameworks.



Interval Drills
Interval drills in the book focus on recognizing and playing intervals across
the guitar neck in various positions. These drills are designed to break the
habit of thinking in scale boxes and promote a more flexible fretboard
awareness.

Chord Voicing and Substitution Exercises
Goodrick provides guidance on creating and connecting chord voicings that
facilitate smooth harmonic transitions. Exercises include experimenting with
chord inversions, extensions, and substitutions to develop a richer harmonic
vocabulary.

Improvisation Frameworks
The book introduces frameworks for improvisation that emphasize melodic
development and harmonic context. These frameworks encourage players to think
beyond scales and patterns, focusing on phrasing, dynamics, and thematic
variation.

Interval recognition and application

Voice leading and chord connection

Chord substitution and extensions

Melodic improvisation techniques

Rhythmic variation and phrasing

Impact on Guitar Pedagogy
The advancing guitarist by mick goodrick has had a profound impact on guitar
pedagogy, particularly within jazz and contemporary music education. Its
emphasis on conceptual understanding and creative exploration has influenced
curricula, teaching methods, and countless guitarists worldwide.

Influence on Jazz Guitar Instruction
The book’s harmonic and improvisational concepts have become foundational in
many jazz guitar programs. Educators frequently reference Goodrick’s approach
when teaching advanced harmony, fretboard visualization, and melodic



development.

Adoption by Professional Guitarists
Many professional guitarists cite the advancing guitarist by mick goodrick as
a pivotal resource in their development. Its unique perspective on the
instrument continues to inspire musicians seeking to deepen their musicality
and technical command.

Legacy and Continued Relevance
Despite the passage of time since its initial publication, the advancing
guitarist by mick goodrick remains relevant due to its timeless concepts and
innovative methodology. It stands as a benchmark for advanced guitar
instruction and a catalyst for progressive guitar education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'The Advancing Guitarist'
by Mick Goodrick?
The main focus of 'The Advancing Guitarist' is to provide guitar players with
a comprehensive and conceptual approach to the instrument, encouraging
exploration beyond traditional methods and emphasizing understanding over
rote learning.

How does Mick Goodrick's approach in 'The Advancing
Guitarist' differ from typical guitar instruction
books?
Unlike typical guitar instruction books that focus on specific techniques or
genres, 'The Advancing Guitarist' emphasizes conceptual understanding,
encouraging players to think about the guitar in new ways and develop their
own musical voice through exploration and theory.

Is 'The Advancing Guitarist' suitable for beginners
or only advanced players?
While the book is titled 'The Advancing Guitarist', it is suitable for
intermediate to advanced players who have some basic knowledge of guitar and
music theory, as it dives deep into concepts that challenge and expand a
player's understanding.



What are some key topics covered in 'The Advancing
Guitarist'?
The book covers topics such as chord construction, scale theory, fretboard
visualization, improvisation techniques, and ways to approach practice
creatively, all aimed at helping guitarists develop a deeper understanding
and versatility.

How has 'The Advancing Guitarist' influenced modern
guitarists and educators?
'The Advancing Guitarist' has been highly influential among jazz and
contemporary guitarists and educators by promoting a mindset of exploration
and self-discovery, shaping how many approach guitar instruction and
improvisation today.

Additional Resources
1. Chord Chemistry by Ted Greene
This book is a comprehensive guide to understanding chord construction and
voicings on the guitar. Ted Greene delves into the theory behind chords and
provides a wealth of fingerings and progressions, making it an essential
resource for advancing guitarists. It complements the concepts in Mick
Goodrick's "The Advancing Guitarist" by deepening chordal knowledge and
harmonic exploration.

2. Jazz Guitar Improvisation by Sid Jacobs
Sid Jacobs offers a detailed approach to jazz guitar improvisation, focusing
on scales, modes, and chord-tone targeting. This book helps players develop
their melodic vocabulary and improvisational skills, building on the
foundational ideas presented by Goodrick. It’s ideal for guitarists aiming to
expand their soloing techniques in jazz contexts.

3. Creative Chordal Harmony for Guitar by William Leavitt
William Leavitt’s work emphasizes the creative use of harmony and chord
substitutions to enrich guitar playing. The book provides exercises and
examples that encourage experimentation with harmonic textures, resonating
well with the exploratory spirit of "The Advancing Guitarist." It is
particularly useful for players interested in jazz and contemporary styles.

4. Modern Method for Guitar by William Leavitt
A staple in jazz guitar education, this method covers fundamental techniques,
theory, and reading skills crucial for advancing guitarists. It methodically
builds a player’s ability to navigate complex chord changes and
improvisations. Leavitt’s approach complements Goodrick’s by offering
structured practice routines and comprehensive musical concepts.

5. Inside Improvisation Series, Vol. 1: Melodic Structures by Jerry Bergonzi



Though primarily a saxophone method, this book’s concepts on melodic
construction and motivic development are highly applicable to guitar players.
Bergonzi’s insights into improvisation encourage thoughtful and creative
soloing strategies, which align with the exploratory methods advocated by
Goodrick. Guitarists can adapt the exercises to enhance their phrasing and
thematic development.

6. Jazz Guitar Voicings by Randy Vincent
Randy Vincent presents a detailed exploration of chord voicings tailored for
jazz guitarists. The book covers drop 2 and drop 3 voicings, inversions, and
voice leading, all crucial for sophisticated harmonic playing. This work
complements "The Advancing Guitarist" by offering practical tools to apply
harmonic theory in real musical contexts.

7. Melodic Rhythms for Guitar by William Leavitt
Focusing on rhythm and phrasing, this book provides exercises that help
guitarists develop a strong sense of timing and melodic expression. Leavitt’s
rhythmic concepts support the advanced harmonic and improvisational ideas
found in Goodrick’s book. It’s a valuable resource for guitarists aiming to
integrate rhythm and melody seamlessly.

8. Jazz Guitar Soloing Concepts by Bruce Arnold
Bruce Arnold explores the theoretical underpinnings of jazz soloing,
including modal harmony, tension and release, and motivic development. The
book encourages a conceptual approach to improvisation that mirrors
Goodrick’s emphasis on personal exploration and understanding. It’s excellent
for guitarists seeking to deepen their improvisational language.

9. Fingerstyle Jazz Guitar by Ted Greene
This book offers an in-depth look at fingerstyle techniques applied to jazz
guitar, highlighting chord melody arrangements and independent finger
movements. Ted Greene’s approach enhances the harmonic and textural richness
of guitar playing, complementing the explorative nature of "The Advancing
Guitarist." It’s ideal for players wanting to expand their fingerstyle
repertoire within jazz idioms.
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