
the adventures of robin hood by roger
lancelyn green
the adventures of robin hood by roger lancelyn green is a captivating retelling of one of the
most enduring legends of English folklore. This classic work brings to life the thrilling exploits of
Robin Hood, the legendary outlaw who, with his band of Merry Men, fought against injustice in
medieval England. Roger Lancelyn Green’s adaptation is renowned for its engaging narrative style,
making the story accessible and enjoyable for readers of all ages. The book not only explores the
well-known tales of archery, daring rescues, and battles with the Sheriff of Nottingham but also
delves into the rich historical and cultural backdrop that shaped the legend. Through vivid
storytelling and well-crafted characters, Green offers a fresh perspective on the adventures of Robin
Hood, emphasizing themes of heroism, loyalty, and social justice. This article will provide an in-
depth analysis of the book’s content, themes, and significance, as well as its place in the broader
canon of Robin Hood literature.
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Overview of the Book and Author
The adventures of robin hood by roger lancelyn green was first published in 1956 and has since
become a beloved version of the Robin Hood legend. Roger Lancelyn Green was a distinguished
British author known for his adaptations of classic myths and legends, including Greek mythology
and King Arthur’s tales. His skill in retelling traditional stories with clarity and excitement is evident
in this work, which combines historical research with imaginative storytelling.

The book is aimed primarily at younger readers but appeals to adults as well, thanks to its balanced
narrative and rich language. Green’s writing preserves the spirit of the original Robin Hood ballads
and medieval stories while making them accessible for a modern audience. The book is illustrated in
some editions, enhancing the reader’s experience by bringing the characters and scenes to life
visually.



Plot Summary and Key Adventures
The narrative of the adventures of robin hood by roger lancelyn green follows the legendary
outlaw as he transforms from a nobleman into the leader of a band of rebels fighting tyranny. The
story begins with Robin Hood’s return to England after fighting in the Crusades, only to find his
lands seized and the people oppressed by the Sheriff of Nottingham.

Robin Hood’s Transformation
Robin’s journey from a dispossessed noble to the heroic outlaw is central to the story. After being
wronged by the sheriff, he retreats to Sherwood Forest, where he gathers his loyal followers and
declares war on injustice.

Band of Merry Men
The book introduces iconic members of Robin’s band, such as Little John, Friar Tuck, and Will
Scarlet. Each character brings unique skills and personalities to the group, contributing to their
collective success against their enemies.

Notable Adventures
The adventures featured in the book include:

The famous archery contest where Robin Hood wins disguised as a commoner.

Daring rescues of captured allies and villagers.

Outwitting the Sheriff of Nottingham through clever schemes and ambushes.

Defending the poor and redistributing wealth unjustly taken by the ruling class.

Character Analysis
Roger Lancelyn Green’s portrayal of the characters in the adventures of robin hood by roger
lancelyn green is nuanced and faithful to traditional representations while adding depth and
relatability.

Robin Hood
Robin is depicted as a noble and clever hero, embodying justice, bravery, and compassion. His
leadership qualities and archery skills are highlighted, making him a symbol of resistance against
oppression.

Little John
As Robin’s second-in-command, Little John is characterized by his strength, loyalty, and humor. He



provides both muscle and wisdom within the group.

Friar Tuck
Friar Tuck adds a moral and sometimes comic dimension to the band, representing the church’s
more sympathetic side and offering spiritual support to the outlaws.

Additional Characters
Other characters like Maid Marian and the Sheriff of Nottingham are also explored. Maid Marian
serves as Robin’s love interest and ally, while the Sheriff is the embodiment of corrupt authority.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism
The themes woven throughout the adventures of robin hood by roger lancelyn green reflect
timeless issues such as justice, freedom, and social inequality.

Justice and Social Equality
The narrative emphasizes Robin Hood’s role as a champion of the poor and oppressed, symbolizing
the fight against unjust laws and exploitation by the powerful.

Freedom and Rebellion
Robin Hood’s defiance of the Sheriff and the ruling class represents a broader theme of resistance
against tyranny and the desire for liberty.

Friendship and Loyalty
The strong bonds among Robin Hood and his Merry Men highlight the importance of trust,
camaraderie, and collective action in overcoming adversity.

Symbolism of Sherwood Forest
Sherwood Forest is more than just a setting; it symbolizes a sanctuary of freedom and natural law,
contrasting with the corrupt institutions of the outside world.

Historical and Cultural Context
Understanding the background against which the adventures of robin hood by roger lancelyn
green was written enriches appreciation of the text. The Robin Hood legend originated in medieval
England and has evolved over centuries through ballads, plays, and literature.

Medieval England
The stories reflect the social and political turmoil of the Middle Ages, including feudalism, conflicts



between the nobility and monarchy, and common people’s struggles.

Green’s Adaptation in the 20th Century
Roger Lancelyn Green wrote during a time when interest in folklore and myth was renewed, often
with an aim to educate and inspire younger generations. His adaptation respects the historical roots
while making the story relevant and engaging for contemporary readers.

The Enduring Appeal of Robin Hood
The legend’s focus on themes like justice and defiance against corruption has ensured its lasting
popularity, with Green’s version being a key contribution to its modern retellings.

Reception and Legacy
Since its publication, the adventures of robin hood by roger lancelyn green has been highly
regarded for its literary quality and faithful representation of the Robin Hood legend. It continues to
be a popular choice in schools and among classic literature enthusiasts.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have praised Green’s clear prose, engaging storytelling, and ability to balance action with
moral lessons. The book is often cited as an excellent introduction to the Robin Hood mythos for
young readers.

Influence on Subsequent Works
Green’s adaptation has influenced other authors and media adaptations, helping to shape the
modern image of Robin Hood as a heroic outlaw with a strong ethical code.

Educational Use
The book is frequently used in educational settings to teach narrative structure, character
development, and historical context, making it a valuable resource beyond entertainment.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Adventures of Robin Hood'?
The author of 'The Adventures of Robin Hood' is Roger Lancelyn Green.

What is the main theme of 'The Adventures of Robin Hood' by



Roger Lancelyn Green?
The main theme is the fight for justice and standing up against tyranny, focusing on Robin Hood and
his band of Merry Men who steal from the rich to give to the poor.

How does Roger Lancelyn Green's version of Robin Hood differ
from traditional tales?
Green's version retells the classic Robin Hood legends with a focus on adventure and moral lessons,
often making the stories more accessible and engaging for younger readers.

What age group is 'The Adventures of Robin Hood' by Roger
Lancelyn Green suitable for?
The book is primarily aimed at children and young adults, typically recommended for ages 8 to 14.

Are the characters in 'The Adventures of Robin Hood' based on
historical figures?
While Robin Hood is a legendary figure with uncertain historical origins, Green's retelling
incorporates traditional characters like Little John, Friar Tuck, and Maid Marian, blending folklore
with imaginative storytelling.

What literary style does Roger Lancelyn Green use in 'The
Adventures of Robin Hood'?
Green uses a narrative style that is clear and engaging, combining elements of classic storytelling
with vivid descriptions and dialogue suitable for a younger audience.

What moral lessons can readers learn from 'The Adventures of
Robin Hood'?
Readers can learn about bravery, loyalty, fairness, and standing up against injustice through the
adventures and choices of Robin Hood and his companions.

Is 'The Adventures of Robin Hood' part of a series by Roger
Lancelyn Green?
No, it is a standalone retelling, but Roger Lancelyn Green has authored other books that retell
classic myths and legends.

Where is Robin Hood's adventures primarily set in Roger
Lancelyn Green's book?
The adventures are primarily set in Sherwood Forest and Nottinghamshire, England, consistent with
traditional Robin Hood legends.



Additional Resources
1. The Adventures of Robin Hood by Roger Lancelyn Green
This classic retelling captures the thrilling exploits of Robin Hood and his band of Merry Men as they
fight injustice in medieval England. Green’s storytelling brings to life the legendary hero’s battles
against the Sheriff of Nottingham and his efforts to help the poor. Rich with spirited action and
timeless themes of bravery and loyalty, this book is a beloved introduction to the Robin Hood legend.

2. Robin Hood and His Merry Men by Howard Pyle
Howard Pyle’s vivid narrative and enchanting illustrations bring the tales of Robin Hood to life in
this enduring classic. The book follows Robin Hood’s daring exploits in Sherwood Forest, his clever
schemes against the Sheriff, and the camaraderie among his loyal followers. Pyle’s version is known
for its lively prose and its role in shaping the modern image of Robin Hood.

3. The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood by Paul Creswick
This adaptation retells the traditional stories of Robin Hood with a focus on adventure and humor,
making it accessible to younger readers. It highlights the cleverness and bravery of Robin Hood and
his friends as they outwit their enemies. The book also emphasizes themes of justice and friendship,
staying true to the spirit of the legend.

4. Robin Hood: Prince of Outlaws by Michael Morpurgo
Morpurgo offers a fresh and engaging retelling of the Robin Hood legend, blending history and myth
with emotional depth. This version explores Robin Hood’s origins and his transformation into a
heroic outlaw fighting for the common people. The narrative is compelling and suitable for modern
readers, capturing the timeless appeal of Robin Hood’s fight against tyranny.

5. Robin Hood: The Story of the Merrie Outlaw by Enid Blyton
Enid Blyton’s version presents the Robin Hood legend in a straightforward and exciting manner,
perfect for children. The story focuses on Robin’s leadership, his adventures with the Merry Men,
and their efforts to protect the helpless. Blyton’s clear, engaging style makes the tale accessible and
entertaining for young audiences.

6. The Outlaws of Sherwood by Robin McKinley
This novel offers a richly detailed and character-driven retelling of the Robin Hood story,
emphasizing Robin’s humanity and the complexities of his world. McKinley’s prose is lyrical and
immersive, bringing depth to familiar characters and introducing new perspectives. It is praised for
its strong character development and fresh take on the classic legend.

7. Robin Hood and the Golden Arrow by J. Walker McSpadden
This book focuses on one of the most famous Robin Hood tales involving the golden arrow contest. It
captures the excitement and suspense of Robin Hood’s archery skills and clever tactics. The
narrative is lively and engaging, making it a favorite for readers who enjoy action-packed folklore.

8. Robin Hood: The Legend of Sherwood by Paul Creswick
A beautifully illustrated retelling that combines storytelling with rich visuals, this book brings the
Sherwood Forest adventures to life. It emphasizes the themes of justice, bravery, and friendship as
Robin Hood and his band confront the Sheriff of Nottingham. The balance of text and illustration
makes it appealing for both children and adults.

9. The Hooded Man: Robin Hood and the Men of the Greenwood by Christopher Sinclair-Stevenson
This book provides a detailed and engaging narrative of Robin Hood’s exploits, focusing on the social



and political context of the time. It explores the motivations behind Robin Hood’s rebellion and the
loyalty of his followers. With a blend of historical insight and storytelling, this version offers a deeper
understanding of the Robin Hood legend.
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