
the alloy of law

the alloy of law is a captivating fantasy novel written by Brandon Sanderson,
renowned for its intricate world-building and innovative magic system. As
part of the Mistborn series, this book expands the universe with a unique
blend of steampunk elements and traditional fantasy. The alloy of law
explores themes of justice, power, and societal change through its complex
characters and engaging plot. This article delves into the novel’s
background, its plot summary, key characters, magical system, and its
reception among readers and critics. Additionally, it examines the
significance of the alloy of law within the broader Cosmere universe,
providing a comprehensive understanding for both new readers and longtime
fans.
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Background and Context of The Alloy of Law
The alloy of law was published in 2011 as a continuation of Brandon
Sanderson’s Mistborn series, though it introduces a significant time jump and
a shift in tone and setting. Unlike the original trilogy, which features a
darker, medieval-inspired world, this novel is set several centuries later in
a more technologically advanced era resembling early 20th-century society.
This shift allows Sanderson to explore new themes and narrative possibilities
while maintaining ties to the original Mistborn mythology. The book’s title,
The Alloy of Law, symbolizes the fusion of different elements—both in the
story’s magic system and its societal structures.

Plot Overview and Setting
The alloy of law takes place approximately 300 years after the events of the
original Mistborn trilogy, in the city of Elendel and its surrounding
regions. This era is marked by industrial progress, the rise of law



enforcement agencies, and the evolution of Allomancy into new forms. The
story follows Waxillium Ladrian, a nobleman and lawman who returns to the
city to confront rising crime and corruption. The novel blends mystery,
action, and political intrigue as Wax and his companions navigate complex
challenges.

Setting: Elendel and Its Society
Elendel serves as the central setting, showcasing a blend of urban
sophistication and frontier lawlessness. The city is a hub of commerce and
innovation, reflecting the societal changes brought about by technological
advancements. This setting provides a vivid backdrop for the novel’s events,
highlighting contrasts between tradition and progress.

Plot Summary
Waxillium Ladrian, initially a nobleman living in the Roughs, returns to
Elendel to assume his role in the city’s law enforcement. Partnered with
Wayne, a skilled but eccentric operative, and Marasi, a determined constable,
Wax investigates a series of kidnappings and crimes threatening the stability
of the region. The narrative unfolds with twists involving political
conspiracies, supernatural threats, and personal dilemmas, culminating in
high-stakes confrontations and revelations.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The alloy of law features a cast of well-developed characters whose
interactions drive the story forward. These characters embody various facets
of the novel’s themes, from justice and loyalty to innovation and tradition.

Waxillium Ladrian
Wax is the protagonist, a nobleman turned lawman with a strong sense of duty.
His mastery of Allomancy and Feruchemy makes him a formidable force against
crime. Wax’s internal struggles and growth are central to the narrative,
illustrating the complexities of leadership and morality.

Wayne
Wayne serves as Wax’s loyal partner, providing both comic relief and critical
support. His unique abilities and quick thinking complement Wax’s more
serious demeanor, creating a dynamic partnership essential to their success.



Marasi Colms
Marasi is a determined and intelligent constable who challenges societal
norms and pushes for reform. Her role underscores themes of progress and the
evolving role of women in this society.

Supporting Characters
The novel also includes a range of supporting characters, such as Lord Straff
Venture and Steris Harms, who contribute to the political and personal
dynamics within the story.

Magic System and World-Building
The alloy of law continues Brandon Sanderson’s tradition of intricate magic
systems, combining elements of Allomancy and Feruchemy in innovative ways.
This fusion reflects the novel’s thematic focus on blending old and new.

Allomancy and Feruchemy
Allomancy is a form of magic where individuals consume metals to gain
temporary powers, such as enhanced strength or heightened senses. Feruchemy,
on the other hand, allows users to store attributes like speed or health in
metal objects for later use. The novel introduces Twinborn characters who can
use both powers simultaneously, adding complexity to magic use and combat.

Technological Advancements
The setting features early industrial technology, including trains, firearms,
and mechanized devices. These advancements impact the story’s conflicts and
societal structure, illustrating the tension between magic and technology.

Social and Political Structures
The world of The Alloy of Law is marked by a rigid class system, noble
houses, and emerging democratic ideals. The interplay of these elements
enriches the narrative and provides commentary on power dynamics.

The Alloy of Law’s Place in the Mistborn Series
This novel represents a pivotal point in the Mistborn saga, bridging the
original trilogy with future installments. Its unique setting and tone expand
the series’ scope while maintaining continuity through recurring themes and



characters.

Connection to the Original Trilogy
The Alloy of Law references key events and lore from the original Mistborn
books, deepening the reader’s understanding of the Cosmere universe.
Characters like Waxillium are descendants of original trilogy figures,
linking past and present narratives.

Influence on Subsequent Works
The novel sets the stage for future Mistborn books, introducing elements that
are further explored in later series entries. It also contributes to the
broader Cosmere narrative, connecting with other Sanderson works.

Reception and Critical Analysis
The alloy of law has been widely praised for its fresh approach to the
Mistborn universe, combining familiar magic with a new genre twist. Critics
highlight the novel’s engaging plot, strong character development, and
innovative world-building.

Critical Acclaim
Reviewers commend Sanderson’s ability to blend fantasy and Western motifs,
creating a unique atmosphere. The novel’s pacing and action sequences receive
particular attention for their excitement and depth.

Reader Reception
Fans of the Mistborn series appreciate the expansion of the universe and the
introduction of new characters. Some readers note the shift in tone as
refreshing, while others prefer the original trilogy’s darker ambiance.
Overall, The Alloy of Law has a strong fanbase and contributes significantly
to Sanderson’s reputation.

Key Strengths

Innovative magic system combining Allomancy and Feruchemy

Complex characters with compelling development



Rich world-building blending fantasy and steampunk elements

Engaging plot with mystery, action, and political intrigue

Expansion of the Mistborn universe within the larger Cosmere framework

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Alloy of Law' about?
'The Alloy of Law' is a fantasy novel by Brandon Sanderson set in the
Mistborn universe. It takes place several hundred years after the original
Mistborn trilogy and follows the story of Waxillium Ladrian, a nobleman and
lawman who returns to the city of Elendel to fight crime using a combination
of traditional firearms and Allomancy.

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Alloy of Law'?
The main protagonist is Waxillium Ladrian, often called Wax, a nobleman and
former lawman who has the unique ability to use Allomancy, a magical system
involving the use of metals to grant powers.

How does 'The Alloy of Law' fit into the Mistborn
series?
'The Alloy of Law' is a standalone novel set in the Mistborn world, but it
takes place about 300 years after the original Mistborn trilogy. It
introduces a new era where technology has advanced, blending magic with early
industrial innovations.

What are the key themes explored in 'The Alloy of
Law'?
Key themes include justice and law enforcement, the blending of magic and
technology, societal change, and the struggle between tradition and progress.

Is 'The Alloy of Law' suitable for readers new to
the Mistborn series?
Yes, 'The Alloy of Law' can be read as a standalone novel. While familiarity
with the original Mistborn trilogy enhances understanding, it is not
necessary to enjoy the story.



What kind of magic system is featured in 'The Alloy
of Law'?
'The Alloy of Law' features Allomancy, a magic system where characters ingest
and 'burn' specific metals to gain abilities such as enhanced strength,
speed, or the power to manipulate metals and emotions.

Are there sequels to 'The Alloy of Law'?
Yes, 'The Alloy of Law' is followed by sequels including 'Shadows of Self,'
'The Bands of Mourning,' and 'The Lost Metal,' which continue the story of
Wax and his companions in the evolving Mistborn world.

Additional Resources
1. The Alloy of Law
Set in the world of Scadrial, this novel follows Waxillium Ladrian, a lawman
and nobleman, as he navigates a rapidly industrializing society. Combining
elements of magic and technology, Wax uses his Allomantic powers to fight
crime and uncover conspiracies. The book blends Western and fantasy genres,
introducing new characters while expanding on the Mistborn universe.

2. Shadows of Self
The sequel to The Alloy of Law, this book continues Wax and Wayne’s
adventures as they face political intrigue and a mysterious new threat. The
story delves deeper into the complexities of the setting’s social and magical
systems. It balances action, humor, and suspense, further developing the
characters’ relationships and motivations.

3. The Bands of Mourning
In this installment, Wax embarks on a perilous quest to find a legendary
artifact, the Bands of Mourning, which could change the balance of power. The
novel explores themes of legacy, trust, and the consequences of wielding
great power. It features intense action sequences and rich world-building
that deepen the Mistborn lore.

4. The Hero of Ages
Though part of the original Mistborn trilogy, this book provides essential
background and context for understanding the magic systems and history
relevant to The Alloy of Law series. It concludes the epic story of the Final
Empire and introduces concepts that resonate in the later books. Readers gain
a fuller appreciation of the world’s evolution from this pivotal volume.

5. Mistborn: The Final Empire
The first book in the original Mistborn trilogy, this novel introduces
readers to the unique Allomancy magic and the oppressive world ruled by the
Lord Ruler. It sets the stage for the societal changes and technological
advancements seen in The Alloy of Law. The story’s themes of rebellion and
hope echo throughout the later series.



6. Firefight
Part of the Mistborn: Wax and Wayne series, Firefight explores the growing
threats in the post-industrial Scadrial and the personal struggles of the
protagonists. The narrative expands the universe’s mythology and introduces
new characters with complex motivations. It blends thrilling action with
emotional depth.

7. The Lost Metal
The latest entry in the Wax and Wayne series, this book focuses on political
upheaval and the emergence of new Allomantic abilities. Wax and his allies
must confront enemies old and new while grappling with their own personal
challenges. The story ties up long-running plot threads and sets the stage
for future developments.

8. Alloy: A Mistborn Short Story Collection
This collection includes short stories set in the world of Mistborn,
providing additional insights into the characters and events surrounding The
Alloy of Law era. The tales explore various perspectives and fill in gaps
between the main novels. It’s a must-read for fans wanting a deeper
understanding of the universe.

9. Secret History
A companion novella to the original Mistborn trilogy, Secret History reveals
hidden truths and secret events that impact the later books, including The
Alloy of Law series. It offers a new viewpoint on key characters and enriches
the overall narrative. This story enhances the reader’s comprehension of the
Mistborn world’s complexity and depth.
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