
the american journal of psychology

the american journal of psychology stands as one of the most esteemed and
long-standing publications in the field of psychology. Established in the
late 19th century, this journal has continuously contributed to the
development and dissemination of psychological science. Known for its
rigorous peer-review process and high academic standards, the American
Journal of Psychology publishes original research articles, theoretical
analyses, and critical reviews that span diverse areas within psychology.
This article delves into the history, scope, editorial standards, and impact
of the journal, providing a comprehensive overview for researchers,
academics, and students alike. Additionally, the discussion covers the
journal’s role in advancing psychological knowledge and its relevance in
contemporary research. The sections outlined below guide readers through key
facets of the American Journal of Psychology.

History and Background
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Editorial Process and Standards

Impact and Contribution to Psychology

Access and Publication Details

History and Background

The American Journal of Psychology, founded in 1887 by Granville Stanley
Hall, holds the distinction of being the first English-language journal
dedicated exclusively to psychology. Its inception marked a significant
milestone in establishing psychology as an independent scientific discipline
in the United States. Over the decades, the journal has documented pivotal
developments in psychological theories and methodologies, reflecting the
evolving landscape of the field. The publication has been associated with the
Department of Psychology at the University of Illinois since its early years,
which has helped maintain its academic rigor and continuity. This rich
historical legacy underpins the journal’s reputation as a foundational source
within psychological literature.

Scope and Areas of Focus

The American Journal of Psychology encompasses a broad range of topics within
experimental psychology and related disciplines. Its scope includes but is
not limited to cognitive processes, developmental psychology,
neuropsychology, perception, learning, and emotion. The journal emphasizes
empirical research that advances understanding of psychological phenomena
through experimental methods. It also welcomes theoretical articles that
offer critical insights or novel frameworks for interpreting data. The
interdisciplinary nature of the journal allows for inclusion of studies
intersecting with neuroscience, linguistics, and behavioral science, thereby



catering to a wide academic audience.

Key Research Domains

The journal consistently publishes research in several primary domains of
psychology:

Cognitive Psychology: Studies on memory, attention, problem-solving, and
decision-making processes.

Developmental Psychology: Research on psychological growth and changes
across the lifespan.

Neuropsychology: Investigations into brain-behavior relationships and
neurological underpinnings of cognition.

Perception and Sensory Processes: Analyses of how sensory information is
interpreted and integrated.

Learning and Conditioning: Empirical studies on mechanisms of learning,
reinforcement, and behavior modification.

Editorial Process and Standards

The American Journal of Psychology maintains stringent editorial standards to
ensure the quality and integrity of its publications. Manuscripts undergo a
double-blind peer review, where both the reviewers and authors remain
anonymous to promote impartial evaluation. The editorial board comprises
renowned experts in various psychological subfields who oversee the review
process and uphold ethical guidelines. The journal adheres to best practices
in research transparency, data availability, and replication standards,
reflecting the evolving norms of scientific publishing. Authors are required
to provide detailed methodological descriptions and statistical analyses to
support the validity of their findings.

Submission and Review Procedures

The submission process is designed to facilitate thorough vetting while
providing constructive feedback to authors. Key steps include:

Initial editorial screening for scope alignment and manuscript1.
completeness.

Assignment to expert reviewers with relevant specialization.2.

Peer review focusing on originality, methodological rigor, and3.
contribution to the field.

Decision communicated to authors with recommendations for revision,4.
acceptance, or rejection.

Final editorial approval prior to publication.5.



Impact and Contribution to Psychology

The American Journal of Psychology has played an influential role in shaping
psychological science through the publication of seminal research articles
and theoretical contributions. Its archives contain landmark studies that
have informed both academic knowledge and applied psychology practices. By
fostering rigorous experimental research, the journal has contributed to
advancing cognitive theories, understanding developmental trajectories, and
elucidating brain-behavior relationships. The journal’s high citation metrics
and presence in major academic databases underscore its impact within
scholarly communities worldwide.

Notable Contributions and Influence

Several key contributions highlight the journal’s importance:

Early dissemination of psychometric and intelligence testing
methodologies.

Groundbreaking studies on perception and sensory integration.

Influential theoretical papers on learning and conditioning processes.

Advancement of neuropsychological research linking cognitive functions
to brain structures.

Promotion of cross-disciplinary research integrating psychology with
neuroscience and linguistics.

Access and Publication Details

The American Journal of Psychology is published quarterly and is accessible
through academic libraries, institutional subscriptions, and select online
platforms. The journal offers both print and digital formats to accommodate
diverse readership preferences. Authors benefit from clear guidelines
regarding manuscript preparation, ethical compliance, and open access
options. The journal’s commitment to accessibility ensures that cutting-edge
psychological research reaches a global audience, fostering ongoing scholarly
dialogue and knowledge dissemination.

Subscription and Availability

Key aspects of the journal’s publication model include:

Quarterly issues released in March, June, September, and December.

Availability through university libraries and major academic consortia.

Options for individual and institutional subscriptions.



Open access policies for selected articles in alignment with
contemporary publishing standards.

Comprehensive online archives dating back to the journal’s founding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Journal of Psychology?

The American Journal of Psychology is a peer-reviewed academic journal that
publishes research articles in the field of psychology, focusing on
experimental and theoretical studies.

When was the American Journal of Psychology
established?

The American Journal of Psychology was established in 1887, making it one of
the oldest psychology journals in the United States.

Who is the current editor of the American Journal of
Psychology?

As of 2024, the editor-in-chief of the American Journal of Psychology is Dr.
William M. Kelley.

What types of articles does the American Journal of
Psychology publish?

The journal publishes empirical research reports, theoretical articles, and
critical reviews in areas such as experimental psychology, cognitive
psychology, and psychophysiology.

Is the American Journal of Psychology an open-access
journal?

The American Journal of Psychology offers some open-access articles, but it
primarily operates on a subscription model with some articles available
through institutional access.

How frequently is the American Journal of Psychology
published?

The American Journal of Psychology is published quarterly, with four issues
released each year.

Which publisher is responsible for the American
Journal of Psychology?

The American Journal of Psychology is published by the University of Illinois



Press.

How can researchers submit their manuscripts to the
American Journal of Psychology?

Researchers can submit manuscripts through the journal’s online submission
system, following the detailed author guidelines provided on the journal’s
official website.

What is the impact factor of the American Journal of
Psychology?

As of the most recent metrics, the American Journal of Psychology has an
impact factor ranging around 1.2 to 1.5, reflecting its influence in the
field of psychology research.

Does the American Journal of Psychology focus on any
specific subfields of psychology?

While it covers a broad range of topics, the journal particularly emphasizes
experimental psychology, cognitive processes, developmental psychology, and
psychophysiology.

Additional Resources
1. Foundations of Experimental Psychology
This book explores the fundamental principles and methodologies that underpin
experimental psychology, emphasizing research techniques commonly featured in
the American Journal of Psychology. It covers topics such as experimental
design, data analysis, and psychological measurement. Ideal for students and
researchers, it bridges theory with practical application in psychological
studies.

2. Historical Perspectives in American Psychology
Delving into the evolution of psychology in the United States, this book
traces key developments and influential figures that have shaped the field.
It highlights seminal studies and theories that have been published in the
American Journal of Psychology. Readers gain insight into how American
psychological research has contributed to global understanding.

3. Cognitive Processes and Behavioral Studies
Focusing on cognitive psychology, this book examines mental processes such as
perception, memory, and decision-making. It draws on research articles
similar to those in the American Journal of Psychology to illustrate
experimental approaches and findings. The text is designed to enhance
understanding of how cognition drives behavior.

4. Psychological Assessment and Measurement Techniques
This comprehensive guide covers the development and application of
psychological tests and assessments. It discusses reliability, validity, and
ethical considerations, reflecting standards found in articles published by
the American Journal of Psychology. Students and practitioners will find
valuable information on evaluating psychological constructs.

5. Behavioral Neuroscience: Bridging Mind and Brain



Exploring the biological bases of behavior, this book connects neuroscience
research with psychological theories. It includes studies on brain function,
neuroplasticity, and neural mechanisms of behavior akin to those featured in
the American Journal of Psychology. The work is essential for understanding
the interface between biology and psychology.

6. Developmental Psychology: Lifespan Perspectives
This title offers a detailed overview of human development from infancy to
old age, emphasizing cognitive and emotional growth. It integrates research
findings similar to those published in the American Journal of Psychology to
discuss developmental stages and transitions. The book is useful for those
studying psychological development.

7. Emotion and Motivation in Psychological Research
This book investigates the complex interplay between emotion and motivation,
highlighting experimental findings and theoretical frameworks. It reflects
the type of research commonly published in the American Journal of
Psychology, focusing on how these processes influence behavior and mental
health. The text is valuable for students and researchers alike.

8. Social Psychology: Experimental Approaches
Covering the scientific study of social behavior, this book emphasizes
experimental methods used to understand social cognition, attitudes, and
group dynamics. It draws upon research paradigms and results characteristic
of the American Journal of Psychology. Readers gain a thorough grounding in
social psychological research techniques.

9. Advances in Psychological Theory and Practice
This collection highlights recent progress in various psychological
disciplines, including cognitive, developmental, and clinical psychology. It
mirrors the innovative research featured in the American Journal of
Psychology, showcasing new theories and applications. The book is designed to
keep professionals and scholars up to date with contemporary psychological
science.
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