
the angolite the prison news magazine
The Angolite is a renowned prison news magazine that serves as a vital platform for information
and expression among incarcerated individuals in the United States. Established in 1970 and
produced by inmates at the Louisiana State Penitentiary, commonly known as Angola Prison, The
Angolite has gained recognition for its investigative reporting, literary contributions, and dedication
to social justice issues. This article delves into the history, significance, and impact of The Angolite,
highlighting its role as a voice for the voiceless and a source of enlightenment on the realities of
prison life.

History of The Angolite

The Angolite was founded in the early 1970s when a group of inmates decided to create a
publication that would reflect their experiences and concerns. The name "Angolite" is derived from
Angola Prison, which is located on the former site of a plantation and has a complex history marked
by harsh conditions and a long-standing reputation for violence.

Founding Visionaries

Key figures in the early days of The Angolite included:

Herman Wallace: One of the founding editors and a prominent figure in the prison reform
movement.

Albert Woodfox: Another founding member who played a crucial role in shaping the
magazine’s editorial direction.

Randy "R.C." Cormier: A dedicated contributor whose work highlighted the struggles of
incarcerated individuals.

These visionaries sought to provide a platform where inmates could discuss their lives, reflect on
their actions, and advocate for change within the prison system.

The Content of The Angolite

The Angolite encompasses a diverse range of content, making it a unique publication in the realm of
prison journalism. It features articles, essays, artwork, and poetry that reflect the lived experiences
of inmates, as well as critical commentary on prison conditions and social issues.



Key Content Areas

The magazine covers several important topics, including:

Prison Life: Inmates share personal stories, challenges, and survival strategies within the1.
prison environment.

Legal Issues: Articles discussing legal rights, changes in laws, and advocacy for criminal2.
justice reform are prevalent.

Social Justice: The Angolite often addresses systemic inequalities, racial injustices, and the3.
need for reform in the criminal justice system.

Literary Contributions: The magazine acts as a platform for inmate writers, showcasing4.
poetry, short stories, and essays that provide insight into their thoughts and creativity.

Impact on Inmate Life and Society

The Angolite has had a profound impact on both the lives of inmates and the public perception of the
prison system. Its commitment to journalism and advocacy has shed light on issues that are often
overlooked or ignored.

Empowerment Through Expression

For many incarcerated individuals, The Angolite serves as a means of expression and empowerment.
Through writing, inmates can:

Process their experiences and emotions.

Connect with others who share similar struggles.

Advocate for change both within the prison and in society at large.

The act of writing and sharing their stories fosters a sense of identity and purpose, allowing inmates
to maintain their humanity in challenging circumstances.

Raising Awareness and Fostering Change

The Angolite has played a pivotal role in raising awareness about the realities of prison life. By



providing a platform for inmate voices, the magazine has highlighted critical issues such as:

Overcrowding and inadequate healthcare in prisons.

Racial disparities in incarceration rates.

The psychological impact of long-term imprisonment.

Through its investigative reporting and compelling narratives, The Angolite has attracted the
attention of journalists, activists, and policymakers, prompting discussions and initiatives aimed at
reforming the criminal justice system.

Recognition and Awards

The Angolite has garnered numerous accolades for its contributions to journalism and social justice.
It has received prestigious awards, including:

The George Polk Award for excellence in journalism.

The American Bar Association’s Silver Gavel Award.

The National Magazine Award for its compelling storytelling and investigative reporting.

These recognitions underscore the magazine's importance as a legitimate source of information and
a catalyst for change in the prison system.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite its successes, The Angolite has faced numerous challenges and controversies. The prison
environment is inherently restrictive, and managing a publication within such a setting presents
unique difficulties.

Censorship and Freedom of Expression

Inmates contributing to The Angolite have often encountered censorship and restrictions on what
they can publish. Issues related to:

The portrayal of prison conditions.



Criticism of the prison system.

Discussions surrounding inmate rights.

have led to conflicts with prison authorities, highlighting the ongoing struggle for freedom of
expression within correctional facilities.

Maintaining Independence

Another challenge for The Angolite is maintaining its independence and integrity amid the pressures
from prison administration. The magazine strives to be a genuine representation of inmate voices,
but it must navigate the complexities of operating within a prison system that often seeks to control
narratives.

The Future of The Angolite

As The Angolite moves forward, it continues to adapt to the changing landscape of journalism and
prison reform. The emergence of digital media presents new opportunities and challenges for the
publication.

Digital Transition and Accessibility

With the rise of the internet, The Angolite is exploring ways to expand its reach through digital
platforms. This transition could provide:

Increased access to a broader audience.

Opportunities for multimedia storytelling.

A platform for real-time discussions around issues affecting incarcerated individuals.

However, this shift also raises concerns about accessibility for inmates, many of whom have limited
access to technology.

Continued Advocacy

The Angolite remains committed to advocating for social justice and prison reform. As public
awareness of these issues grows, the magazine will likely play an increasingly critical role in shaping
conversations around criminal justice and the rights of incarcerated individuals.



In conclusion, The Angolite stands as a powerful testament to the resilience and creativity of
incarcerated individuals. Through its commitment to journalism, advocacy, and expression, the
magazine not only provides a voice for those behind bars but also challenges society to confront the
realities of the prison system. As it continues to evolve, The Angolite will undoubtedly remain a
significant player in the ongoing dialogue about justice, reform, and human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is The Angolite?
The Angolite is a monthly prison news magazine published by inmates at the Louisiana State
Penitentiary, also known as Angola Prison. It covers various topics including prison life, social justice
issues, and inmate stories.

When was The Angolite first published?
The Angolite was first published in 1971 and has since become a significant voice for incarcerated
individuals, focusing on their rights and experiences.

Who are the primary contributors to The Angolite?
The primary contributors to The Angolite are inmates at Angola Prison, with some contributions
from outside journalists and writers who focus on criminal justice issues.

What topics does The Angolite typically cover?
The Angolite covers a variety of topics including prison conditions, criminal justice reform, inmate
rehabilitation, and personal narratives from incarcerated individuals.

How has The Angolite impacted prison reform?
The Angolite has played a crucial role in highlighting the issues faced by inmates, raising awareness
about prison conditions, and advocating for reform in the criminal justice system.

Is The Angolite available to the public?
Yes, The Angolite is available to the public and can be purchased through subscriptions or in select
bookstores, allowing people outside of prison to read about the experiences of inmates.

Has The Angolite won any awards?
Yes, The Angolite has received several awards for its journalism, including accolades for its
investigative reporting and contributions to the field of prison literature.



What challenges do the writers of The Angolite face?
Writers of The Angolite face challenges such as limited access to resources, censorship, and the
difficulties of writing from within a prison environment, which can impact their ability to gather
information.

How does The Angolite address issues of mental health in
prisons?
The Angolite often features articles discussing the mental health challenges faced by inmates,
advocating for better mental health care and highlighting personal stories that shed light on this
important issue.

What is the significance of The Angolite in the context of mass
incarceration?
The Angolite serves as a critical platform for discussing the realities of mass incarceration, providing
a voice to those affected and educating the public about the systemic issues within the criminal
justice system.
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