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The Apprentice by Tess Gerritsen is a gripping psychological thriller that continues the story of Rizzoli

and Isles, two compelling characters who have captured the hearts of readers around the globe. This

novel, published in 2002, is the second book in the series that follows Boston medical examiner Maura

Isles and homicide detective Jane Rizzoli. Gerritsen’s masterful storytelling combines elements of

forensic science, crime investigation, and personal drama, making it a must-read for fans of the genre.

Overview of the Novel

The narrative unfolds in Boston, where the bodies of young women are discovered, all bearing striking

similarities to a previous serial killer's victims. As Rizzoli and Isles delve into the investigation, they

uncover connections that lead them into the dark recesses of human depravity and obsession. The

novel not only explores the complex relationship between the two protagonists but also introduces a

chilling antagonist whose methods and motivations blur the lines between sanity and madness.

Plot Summary

The novel begins with a sense of unease as Rizzoli is called to the scene of a murder. The victim, a

young woman, bears marks that are reminiscent of a notorious killer known as the "Surgeon," who was

apprehended years prior. The Surgeon, however, is not just any criminal; he is a figure shrouded in

mystery, with a deep connection to Isles and Rizzoli themselves. As they investigate, they soon realize

that they are dealing with a copycat killer, someone who has studied the Surgeon’s methods in

meticulous detail.

As the plot unfolds, readers are introduced to a cast of supporting characters, including medical

professionals, law enforcement agents, and family members of the victims. Each character adds depth



to the story, providing various perspectives on the horror of the crimes and the emotional toll on the

community. Rizzoli and Isles must navigate their personal lives and professional responsibilities while

racing against time to catch the killer before another life is lost.

Thematic Elements

Gerritsen’s novel delves into several themes that resonate throughout the narrative:

- The Nature of Evil: The story examines what drives individuals to commit heinous acts, posing

questions about whether evil is inherent or a product of circumstance.

- Feminine Strength: The protagonists, Rizzoli and Isles, embody strength and resilience in a male-

dominated world, showcasing the power of female friendship and collaboration.

- Obsession and Identity: The copycat killer’s obsession with the Surgeon raises questions about

identity and the lengths to which people will go to understand or emulate their idols.

Character Analysis

The characters in "The Apprentice" are richly developed, each playing a pivotal role in the unfolding

narrative. Below are some of the key figures:

Jane Rizzoli

Rizzoli is a tough, no-nonsense detective who often breaks the mold of traditional female characters in

crime fiction. Her dedication to her work and her relentless pursuit of justice make her an admirable

protagonist. Throughout the novel, Rizzoli grapples with her own fears, especially as she confronts the

realities of the crimes she investigates. Her character evolution from a solitary figure to one that learns

to trust and rely on others is a central arc.



Maura Isles

Dr. Maura Isles serves as the medical examiner and Rizzoli’s close ally. Isles is intelligent, analytical,

and empathetic, providing a counterbalance to Rizzoli's more aggressive approach. Her background in

medicine and her emotional connection to the victims add layers to the investigation. Isles' struggle

between her professional duties and personal relationships, particularly with Rizzoli, enhances the

narrative's depth.

The Antagonist

The copycat killer serves as a chilling representation of obsession and madness. Gerritsen crafts a

character that is both terrifying and fascinating, drawing on real psychological principles to create a

believable yet horrifying figure. The killer’s motivations and backstory are revealed gradually, keeping

readers engaged and on the edge of their seats.

Writing Style and Structure

Tess Gerritsen’s writing style in "The Apprentice" is both sharp and evocative. She employs a blend of

detailed descriptions and fast-paced dialogue that keeps the reader immersed in the story. Her

background in medicine informs the forensic details, lending authenticity to the medical and

investigative aspects of the plot.

The structure of the novel is well-paced, alternating between the investigation and the personal lives of

Rizzoli and Isles. This dual narrative allows readers to connect with the characters on a deeper level,

making the stakes of the investigation feel more personal.



Use of Foreshadowing and Suspense

Gerritsen expertly utilizes foreshadowing to build suspense throughout the novel. Clues are subtly

woven into the narrative, leading readers to piece together the mystery alongside the protagonists.

This technique not only enhances the thrill of the chase but also encourages readers to engage

actively with the text, predicting outcomes and forming theories.

Critical Reception

"The Apprentice" received positive reviews from both critics and readers alike. Many praised

Gerritsen’s ability to create tension and develop complex characters. The novel was noted for its

realistic portrayal of forensic science and police work, which added an extra layer of intrigue.

- Highlights of Critical Reception:

- Praised for its gripping plot and well-crafted characters.

- Lauded for its exploration of psychological themes.

- Recognized as a significant contribution to the thriller genre.

Readers have expressed admiration for Gerritsen’s ability to weave together suspense and emotion,

making "The Apprentice" a standout in the Rizzoli and Isles series.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "The Apprentice" by Tess Gerritsen is a riveting exploration of crime, obsession, and the

intricacies of human relationships. With its strong characters, meticulous plotting, and thematic depth,

the novel stands as a testament to Gerritsen's skill as a storyteller. It not only entertains but also

challenges readers to contemplate the nature of evil and the resilience of the human spirit. For fans of

psychological thrillers, this book is an essential addition to any reading list, cementing Gerritsen's place



as one of the leading voices in the genre. Whether you are a long-time follower of Rizzoli and Isles or

a newcomer to their world, "The Apprentice" promises an unforgettable journey into the heart of

darkness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Apprentice' by Tess Gerritsen?

'The Apprentice' follows the story of Dr. Maura Isles and Detective Jane Rizzoli as they investigate a

series of murders linked to a notorious serial killer, who has escaped from prison and is targeting

them.

Who are the primary characters in 'The Apprentice'?

The primary characters include Dr. Maura Isles, Detective Jane Rizzoli, and the antagonist, a serial

killer named Edward 'Eddie' O'Connor, who has a personal vendetta against the protagonists.

How does 'The Apprentice' connect to the previous book in the series?

'The Apprentice' is the second book in the Rizzoli & Isles series, following 'The Surgeon', and it

continues to explore the psychological and emotional toll of dealing with a serial killer on law

enforcement and medical professionals.

What themes are explored in 'The Apprentice'?

Themes in 'The Apprentice' include the nature of evil, the psychological impact of violence, the

complexities of female friendship, and the ethical dilemmas faced by medical professionals.

Is 'The Apprentice' a standalone novel or part of a series?

'The Apprentice' is part of the Rizzoli & Isles series by Tess Gerritsen, but it can be read as a

standalone novel due to its self-contained plot.



What is the significance of the title 'The Apprentice'?

The title 'The Apprentice' refers to the killer's relationship with his mentor and the idea of learning from

someone who embodies evil, as well as the concept of becoming a master in the art of murder.

What kind of research did Tess Gerritsen conduct for 'The

Apprentice'?

Tess Gerritsen, a former physician, conducted extensive research on forensic science, criminal

psychology, and the workings of law enforcement to accurately depict the investigative procedures in

'The Apprentice.'

How does Tess Gerritsen develop suspense in 'The Apprentice'?

Gerritsen develops suspense through intricate plot twists, vivid descriptions of crime scenes, and by

delving into the psychological depths of both the victims and the killer, keeping readers on the edge of

their seats.

What has been the critical reception of 'The Apprentice'?

'The Apprentice' received positive reviews for its gripping narrative, well-drawn characters, and the

seamless blend of medical and crime thriller elements, solidifying Tess Gerritsen's reputation as a

master of suspense.
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