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The Art of Heavy Metal: The Movie Animation for the Eighties

The 1981 animated film Heavy Metal stands as a cult classic, melding vivid
animation with a heavy metal soundtrack that has influenced generations of
artists and filmmakers. Its unique approach to storytelling and visual
artistry has left an indelible mark on the realm of animated films,
particularly within the heavy metal subculture. The film is an anthology that
interlaces various narratives, each possessing its own distinct visual style,
which collectively creates an unparalleled experience. This article delves
into the artistic elements of Heavy Metal, its cultural significance in the
1980s, and its lasting impact on animation and music.

Background of Heavy Metal: The Movie

Released in 1981, Heavy Metal was inspired by the French magazine Métal
Hurlant, which translates to "howling metal." The magazine is known for its
avant-garde storytelling and striking artwork, which heavily influenced the
film's aesthetic. Directed by Gerald Potterton, Heavy Metal is an anthology
that consists of several short stories, each showcasing a different animation
style and narrative, all united by the theme of the mysterious green orb
known as the Loc-Nar, which embodies evil and chaos.

Production and Animation Techniques

The animation in Heavy Metal is characterized by its use of various styles,
from traditional hand-drawn techniques to rotoscoping, where animators trace
over live-action footage. The artists behind the film included notable
figures such as:

- Richard Corben: Known for his unique and surreal art style, Corben's work
contributed to several segments of the film, particularly "Den."

- Mobius (Jean Giraud): A legendary French artist, Mobius's designs brought a
distinct sci-fi aesthetic to segments like "Taarna."

- Angus McKie: His contributions included the “B-17" segment, which showcased
a blend of horror and fantasy.

The animation was labor-intensive, with a team of over 300 artists
contributing to the film's unique visual identity.



The Stories of Heavy Metal

Heavy Metal comprises several interwoven stories, each demonstrating
different aspects of the heavy metal genre, from science fiction to fantasy.
Here are some of the most notable segments:

1. The Den

This story follows a teenager who is transported into a fantastical world
where he becomes a powerful warrior. The narrative explores themes of
transformation and the clash between innocence and brutality. The vibrant
colors and exaggerated forms of the characters create a dreamlike quality
that is both captivating and unsettling.

2. Taarna

Perhaps the most iconic segment, "Taarna" features a warrior woman who seeks
to avenge the destruction of her people. The animation here is fluid and
dynamic, showcasing the powerful movements of Taarna as she battles against
the forces of evil. The segment concludes with a dramatic and memorable
flight sequence on a mythical bird, emphasizing themes of heroism and
sacrifice.

3. B-17

This segment tells the story of a World War II bomber crew that encounters a
supernatural force. The stark contrasts between light and dark, along with
the haunting imagery of the undead, create a sense of dread and tension. The
use of rotoscoping enhances the realism of the flight sequences, making them
more immersive.

4. So Beautiful and So Dangerous

A comedic take on science fiction, this story involves a government official,
a UF0, and a beautiful alien. The humor and absurdity of the narrative,
combined with the colorful and exaggerated animation style, provide a lighter
contrast to the darker themes present in other segments.

5. The Cat Scratch Fever

This story revolves around a group of bikers who encounter a strange



creature. The animation is wild and chaotic, mirroring the frenetic energy of
the heavy metal culture, complete with a soundtrack that complements the
storytelling.

Soundtrack and Cultural Impact

One of the defining features of Heavy Metal is its iconic soundtrack, which
features an array of heavy metal bands, including:

- Black Sabbath

- Blue Oyster Cult
- Cheap Trick

- Devo

The music serves not only as a backdrop but also enhances the emotional
weight of the stories being told. The fusion of animation and heavy metal
music created a unique auditory experience that resonated with fans of both
mediums.

The film's cultural impact in the 1980s cannot be overstated. It contributed
to the burgeoning popularity of heavy metal as a genre and established a
connection between music and visual art. The film became a symbol of
rebellion and freedom, appealing to a youth audience that was eager to break
away from mainstream norms.

Legacy and Influence

The influence of Heavy Metal can be seen in various forms of media that
followed its release. Some notable examples include:

1. Animation: The anthology style and variety of animation techniques have
inspired numerous animated series and films, such as The Animatrix and Love,
Death & Robots.

2. Music Videos: Many music videos from the 1980s and beyond have drawn
inspiration from the film's aesthetic, incorporating similar visual elements
and themes.

3. Video Games: The themes and art styles of Heavy Metal have influenced the
design of various video games, particularly those within the fantasy and sci-
fi genres.

4. Comic Books: The visual storytelling and artistic styles of Heavy Metal
have left a lasting impression on comic book creators, fostering a generation
of artists who embrace the blend of graphic art and narrative.



Conclusion

Heavy Metal remains a seminal work in the annals of animation and music,
representing a bold fusion of art and sound that captured the spirit of the
1980s. Its innovative animation techniques, eclectic soundtrack, and diverse
storytelling have cemented its status as a cult classic. As we continue to
explore the realms of animation and music, the influence of Heavy Metal
serves as a reminder of the power of creative expression and the enduring
connection between different artistic mediums. In an era where artistic
boundaries continue to blur, the legacy of Heavy Metal stands strong,
inspiring new generations to embrace the art of animation and the power of
heavy metal.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'Heavy Metal' the movie
in 1980s animation?

'Heavy Metal' is significant for its groundbreaking use of rotoscoping and
adult themes, which were uncommon in animated films of the era, setting a
precedent for mature animated storytelling.

Who were the primary creators behind 'Heavy Metal'
the movie?

'Heavy Metal' was produced by Ivan Reitman and directed by Gerald Potterton,
with contributions from various animators and artists, including a notable
segment by Ralph Bakshi.

How did the soundtrack of 'Heavy Metal' contribute
to its popularity?

The soundtrack featured iconic rock and heavy metal bands like Black Sabbath
and Blue Oyster Cult, enhancing the film's appeal and aligning it with the
music culture of the 1980s.

What themes are explored in 'Heavy Metal' the movie?

'Heavy Metal' explores themes of power, corruption, and the duality of good
and evil, often conveyed through a series of interconnected stories that
showcase fantasy and science fiction elements.

What techniques were used in the animation of 'Heavy



Metal'?

'Heavy Metal' utilized a combination of traditional hand-drawn animation and
rotoscoping, allowing for fluid motion and a unique visual style that stood
out from other animations of the time.

How did 'Heavy Metal' influence future animated
films?

'Heavy Metal' paved the way for future animated films targeting adult
audiences, influencing works like 'The Animatrix' and 'Aqua Teen Hunger
Force,' which embraced similar themes and styles.

What role did the comic book origins play in the
storytelling of 'Heavy Metal'?

'Heavy Metal' was based on the French magazine 'Métal Hurlant,' which
featured comic strips that inspired the film’s anthology format, allowing for
diverse storytelling and artistic expression.

Is 'Heavy Metal' considered a cult classic, and why?

'Heavy Metal' is considered a cult classic due to its unique blend of
animation, music, and adult themes, which resonate with audiences who
appreciate its irreverent take on fantasy and science fiction.
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