
the articles of confederation
worksheet answers
the articles of confederation worksheet answers provide essential insights
and clarifications for students and educators exploring the first
constitution of the United States. Understanding these answers helps
elucidate the structure, strengths, and weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation, which governed America before the adoption of the U.S.
Constitution. This article offers a comprehensive guide to the key concepts
covered in typical worksheets, including the historical context, governmental
powers, and the reasons behind the Articles’ eventual replacement. By
analyzing common questions and detailed explanations, readers will gain a
deeper understanding of the Articles’ impact on American history and
government. This resource is invaluable for those studying early American
governance, civics, or preparing for exams. The following sections break down
the main topics associated with the articles of confederation worksheet
answers for thorough comprehension.

Overview of the Articles of Confederation

Government Structure under the Articles

Key Powers and Limitations

Challenges Faced by the Confederation

Significance and Legacy

Overview of the Articles of Confederation
The Articles of Confederation, adopted in 1781, served as the United States’
first constitution, establishing a framework for national government during
the Revolutionary War and the early years of independence. They represented a
union of sovereign states with a weak central government, primarily designed
to coordinate defense and foreign affairs. The articles emphasized state
sovereignty, reflecting the colonies’ reluctance to grant excessive power to
a central authority after British rule. Understanding the historical
background is crucial for interpreting the articles of confederation
worksheet answers, as they often highlight the balance between unity and
independence that shaped the document.



Historical Context
The articles were drafted during a time when the newly independent states
sought to maintain their individual powers while cooperating on issues of
mutual interest. This period was marked by uncertainty and ongoing conflict
with Britain, which influenced the decision to create a loose confederation
rather than a strong federal government. The worksheet answers often
emphasize the Articles’ role in uniting the states for common defense and
diplomacy while preserving their autonomy.

Purpose of the Articles
The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to establish a
national government that could manage war efforts, conduct foreign relations,
and handle territorial disputes. However, it deliberately limited the powers
of the central government to prevent tyranny, a reaction to the perceived
abuses by the British monarchy. Worksheets typically focus on this purpose to
explain the Articles’ strengths and inherent weaknesses.

Government Structure under the Articles
The government created by the Articles of Confederation was unicameral,
consisting of a single legislative body known as the Congress of the
Confederation. This structure is a key point in the articles of confederation
worksheet answers, as it illustrates how the states operated collectively
without a separate executive or judicial branch at the national level.

Congress of the Confederation
The Congress was the sole national institution, responsible for making laws,
managing foreign policy, and overseeing the military. Each state had one vote
regardless of size or population, reflecting the emphasis on state equality.
Worksheet answers highlight that this arrangement often led to difficulties
in decision-making and enforcement of federal laws due to the lack of
proportional representation and executive power.

Absence of Executive and Judicial Branches
Unlike the later U.S. Constitution, the Articles did not establish a
president or a national court system. This absence is frequently discussed in
worksheet answers, as it contributed to the government’s inability to enforce
laws or adjudicate disputes between states. The lack of centralized authority
was a major limitation, which the framers of the Constitution aimed to
correct.



Key Powers and Limitations
The Articles of Confederation granted certain powers to Congress but imposed
significant restrictions that hindered the effectiveness of the national
government. Understanding these powers and limitations is essential for
accurate articles of confederation worksheet answers.

Powers Granted to Congress
Congress had authority over several important areas, including:

Conducting foreign affairs and negotiating treaties

Declaring war and making peace

Maintaining armed forces and a navy

Managing relations with Native American tribes

Regulating weights and measures

Despite these powers, Congress lacked the ability to enforce laws directly or
levy taxes, which severely limited its operational capacity.

Major Limitations
The most significant weaknesses included:

No power to tax: Congress could request funds but had no authority to
compel payment from states.

No national judiciary: No mechanism to resolve interstate disputes or
interpret laws.

Unanimous consent required for amendments: Difficult to adapt or improve
the Articles.

No executive branch: Lack of leadership to enforce laws or implement
policies.

States retained sovereignty: They often ignored national directives,
undermining unity.

These limitations are commonly addressed in worksheet questions to explain
why the Articles failed to provide a strong, effective government.



Challenges Faced by the Confederation
The inherent weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to numerous
challenges that tested the viability of the early American government. These
difficulties are often the focus of articles of confederation worksheet
answers, illustrating the practical consequences of limited federal power.

Economic Problems
Without the power to tax, Congress struggled to fund its operations and pay
debts from the Revolutionary War. States imposed their own trade restrictions
and tariffs, leading to economic disunity and competition rather than
cooperation. Worksheets highlight how these economic challenges underscored
the need for a stronger central government.

Interstate Conflicts
The lack of a national judiciary meant that disputes between states over
borders, commerce, and other issues remained unresolved. These conflicts
sometimes escalated, threatening the stability of the union. Worksheet
answers often discuss examples such as the Maryland-Virginia dispute over
navigation rights.

Shays’ Rebellion
One of the most significant events illustrating the Articles’ weaknesses was
Shays’ Rebellion, an armed uprising in Massachusetts protesting economic
injustices and lack of government support. The federal government’s inability
to respond effectively to the rebellion demonstrated the need for a more
robust national system, a critical point in worksheet discussions.

Significance and Legacy
The Articles of Confederation, despite their flaws, played a crucial role in
the United States’ early development and laid the groundwork for the
Constitution. Understanding their significance helps contextualize the
articles of confederation worksheet answers.

Role in American Independence
The Articles provided a formal government that united the states during the
Revolutionary War, enabling coordinated military efforts and diplomacy. They
symbolized the first attempt at self-governance and national unity, setting
important precedents for federalism and democratic principles.



Transition to the U.S. Constitution
The realization of the Articles' inefficacy led to the Constitutional
Convention of 1787, where the current U.S. Constitution was drafted.
Worksheets often compare the Articles and the Constitution, emphasizing how
the latter addressed the former’s weaknesses by creating a stronger federal
government with separate executive and judicial branches, taxation powers,
and a more flexible amendment process.

Enduring Lessons
The legacy of the Articles of Confederation lies in their demonstration of
the challenges of balancing state sovereignty with national authority. They
highlight the importance of a government structure capable of effective
lawmaking, enforcement, and adaptation—core lessons reflected in modern
American governance and civics education.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Articles of Confederation worksheet
answers focused on?
The worksheet answers typically focus on the key aspects of the Articles of
Confederation, including its structure, strengths, weaknesses, and historical
significance.

What was the main weakness of the Articles of
Confederation according to the worksheet answers?
The main weakness highlighted is the lack of a strong central government,
which made it difficult to enforce laws and regulate commerce among states.

How did the Articles of Confederation address the
issue of state representation?
The Articles established a unicameral legislature where each state had one
vote, regardless of its population size.

According to the worksheet answers, what powers were
granted to Congress under the Articles of
Confederation?
Congress had the power to declare war, make peace, sign treaties, borrow
money, and manage relations with Native American tribes.



What limitations did the Articles of Confederation
place on Congress?
Congress could not levy taxes, regulate interstate or foreign commerce, or
enforce its laws directly on the people or states.

Why did the Articles of Confederation ultimately
fail, based on the worksheet answers?
They failed because the central government was too weak to address economic
problems, enforce laws, or unify the states effectively.

How did the Articles of Confederation influence the
creation of the U.S. Constitution?
The weaknesses of the Articles highlighted the need for a stronger federal
government, leading to the drafting of the U.S. Constitution.

What role did the Articles of Confederation play
during the American Revolutionary War?
They served as the first constitution, providing a framework for the united
colonies to cooperate during the war.

According to the worksheet answers, how were
disputes between states handled under the Articles?
Disputes were often difficult to resolve due to the lack of a strong central
authority and reliance on state cooperation.

What was the process for amending the Articles of
Confederation?
Amendments required the unanimous consent of all thirteen states, making it
very difficult to implement changes.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding the Articles of Confederation
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Articles of Confederation,
detailing its creation, structure, and the challenges it faced. It explains
how the first national government of the United States functioned and why it
ultimately led to the drafting of the Constitution. Ideal for students and
history enthusiasts looking to grasp the foundational period of American
governance.



2. The Road to the Constitution: From Confederation to Federalism
Exploring the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the U.S.
Constitution, this book highlights the weaknesses of the original government
framework. It delves into key events and debates that influenced the founding
fathers in shaping a stronger federal system. Readers gain insight into the
political and social dynamics of early America.

3. Articles of Confederation: The First American Government
Focused specifically on the Articles of Confederation, this book breaks down
each article and its significance. It offers clear explanations and
historical context, making it a useful resource for students working through
related worksheets or assignments. The book also discusses the impact of the
Articles on later American political development.

4. Early American Government: A Study Guide on the Articles of Confederation
Designed as a study aid, this guide complements worksheets and classroom
lessons on the Articles of Confederation. It includes summaries, key terms,
and practice questions to reinforce learning. The concise format helps
readers quickly understand the limitations and accomplishments of America’s
first government.

5. From Confederation to Constitution: The American Journey
This narrative explores the period between 1781 and 1789, focusing on how the
Articles of Confederation governed the new nation. It examines economic
struggles, interstate conflicts, and the push for a stronger government. The
book is rich with primary sources and analysis, providing a thorough
understanding of this critical era.

6. The Articles of Confederation and the Making of the United States
Highlighting the formation and operation of the government under the
Articles, this book covers the diplomatic, legislative, and financial aspects
of the era. It explains why the Articles were important despite their flaws
and how they set the stage for future governance. The book is suitable for
both academic study and general interest readers.

7. American Government Foundations: The Articles of Confederation Explained
A detailed explanation of the Articles of Confederation, this book breaks
down key concepts such as state sovereignty and the lack of a strong central
government. It provides comparisons with the later Constitution to illustrate
the evolution of American political thought. Perfect for students needing
clear answers to worksheet questions.

8. Challenges of the Confederation: Lessons from America’s First Government
This book examines the difficulties faced by the government under the
Articles, including financial problems, foreign relations, and legislative
inefficiencies. Through case studies and historical examples, it shows why
reforms were necessary. The book encourages critical thinking about
governance and federalism.

9. The Articles of Confederation in American History
A historical overview that places the Articles within the broader context of



American history, this book traces its influence on subsequent political
developments. It discusses major figures involved in its drafting and
implementation, as well as its legacy. Suitable for readers seeking a well-
rounded perspective on early American government.
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