
the attributes of god aw tozer

the attributes of god aw tozer represent a profound theological exploration
deeply rooted in the Christian faith. A.W. Tozer, a renowned pastor and
author, is widely respected for his insightful writings about the divine
nature and character of God. His teachings emphasize the importance of
understanding God's attributes to cultivate a deeper relationship with Him
and a more authentic spiritual life. This article delves into the key
attributes of God according to A.W. Tozer, highlighting his emphasis on God's
holiness, sovereignty, love, and omnipresence. Each attribute will be
examined in detail to reveal how Tozer's perspectives invite believers to
reflect on God’s greatness and majesty. Additionally, the discussion will
include how these divine qualities challenge and inspire modern Christians to
pursue a more intimate and reverent worship experience. The article concludes
by outlining practical implications of Tozer’s doctrine for contemporary
Christian living.
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Understanding A.W. Tozer’s Theological
Framework
A.W. Tozer’s theology is characterized by a deep reverence for God’s majesty
and a passionate pursuit of spiritual authenticity. His writings focus on the
nature of God as revealed in Scripture, emphasizing that true knowledge of
God comes through both revelation and personal experience. Tozer challenges
superficial understandings of God, insisting that believers must seek a more
profound awareness of who God is. His theological framework is grounded in
classical Christian orthodoxy, yet it is marked by a unique intensity that
calls for a radical transformation of the believer’s heart and mind. Central
to Tozer’s approach is the conviction that understanding the attributes of
God is essential for genuine worship and spiritual growth.



The Holiness of God as Central to Tozer’s
Theology
One of the most prominent attributes of God emphasized by A.W. Tozer is God’s
holiness. Tozer asserts that the holiness of God is the foundation of all
other divine characteristics, defining God’s absolute purity, separateness,
and moral perfection. He describes God’s holiness as awe-inspiring and
utterly transcendent, setting God apart from all creation. Tozer warns that
neglecting the holiness of God leads to a diluted faith and shallow
spirituality. He frequently calls believers to recognize God's holiness as a
source of both reverence and comfort.

The Meaning of Holiness
In Tozer’s view, holiness signifies God’s utter otherness and moral
perfection. It involves complete separation from sin and imperfection,
highlighting God’s purity and righteousness. This attribute demands that
believers approach God with humility and repentance.

The Impact of God’s Holiness on Worship
Tozer insists that recognizing God’s holiness should transform worship from
routine to a profound encounter with the divine. True worship, according to
Tozer, is born out of a deep awareness of God’s purity and majesty, leading
to heartfelt adoration and surrender.

The Sovereignty and Omnipotence of God
The attributes of God A.W. Tozer outlines consistently affirm God’s supreme
control over the universe. Tozer emphasizes God’s sovereignty as an
unchallengeable authority that governs all creation with wisdom and power.
This attribute assures believers that God is actively involved in the world
and that nothing happens outside His divine will. Tozer’s teachings on God’s
omnipotence reinforce the belief that God possesses unlimited power, capable
of accomplishing His purposes without hindrance.

God’s Sovereign Authority
Tozer portrays God’s sovereignty as absolute and universal. He teaches that
God reigns over every aspect of life and history, meaning that human plans
and events ultimately conform to God’s divine plan. This understanding
encourages trust and submission to God’s will.



The Omnipotence of God in Salvation and Providence
Tozer highlights God’s omnipotence in the context of salvation, describing
God as the ultimate source of spiritual renewal and transformation. God’s
power ensures the effectiveness of divine grace and providential care for His
creation.

The Love and Mercy of God in Tozer’s Thought
Alongside holiness and sovereignty, A.W. Tozer profoundly explores God’s love
and mercy as essential attributes. Tozer depicts God’s love as both
passionate and unchanging, extending grace to undeserving humanity. His
writings underscore that God’s mercy is a demonstration of His compassion and
willingness to forgive sin. Tozer maintains that understanding God’s love
motivates believers to live holy lives in response to divine grace.

The Nature of God’s Love
Tozer describes God’s love as unconditional and sacrificial, revealed
supremely in the person of Jesus Christ. This love is not dependent on human
merit but flows freely from God’s character.

Mercy as a Manifestation of Divine Compassion
God’s mercy, in Tozer’s theology, is the expression of His kindness toward
sinners, providing forgiveness and restoration. This attribute offers hope
and assurance to believers struggling with failure and guilt.

God’s Omnipresence and Immanence
A.W. Tozer also emphasizes God’s omnipresence—the attribute that God is
present everywhere at all times. This characteristic reveals God’s intimate
involvement with His creation, contrasting with His transcendence. Tozer
teaches that God’s immanence means He is not distant or detached but actively
sustaining and interacting with the world and individuals. This awareness
encourages believers to maintain constant communion with God.

The Reality of God’s Omnipresence
Tozer explains that God’s presence fills the universe, leaving no place void
of His awareness or power. This attribute assures believers that God is
always accessible and attentive to their needs.



The Significance of God’s Immanence
God’s immanence, as Tozer asserts, means that God is near and personal, not a
remote deity. This closeness invites believers into a vibrant relationship
with God characterized by trust and dependence.

Practical Implications of Tozer’s Attributes of
God
Recognizing the attributes of God as presented by A.W. Tozer has significant
implications for Christian life and practice. Tozer’s emphasis on God’s
holiness calls believers to pursue holiness themselves, fostering integrity
and moral discipline. The acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty encourages
trust amid life’s uncertainties, while understanding God’s love and mercy
inspires gratitude and compassion toward others. Additionally, the awareness
of God’s omnipresence motivates believers to cultivate continual prayer and
mindfulness of God’s presence.

Commitment to personal holiness and sanctification

Trust in God’s sovereign plan during trials

Living in gratitude for God’s mercy and grace

Engaging in sincere worship rooted in reverence for God’s holiness

Maintaining constant communication with God through prayer

By integrating these divine attributes into daily life, believers align more
closely with God’s will and experience deeper spiritual fulfillment,
reflecting the transformative power of knowing the attributes of God as
taught by A.W. Tozer.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was A.W. Tozer and why are his writings on the
attributes of God influential?
A.W. Tozer was a Christian pastor, author, and theologian known for his deep
spiritual insights. His writings on the attributes of God are influential
because they emphasize a personal, intimate knowledge of God, encouraging
believers to seek a deeper relationship with Him beyond mere doctrine.



What are some key attributes of God highlighted by
A.W. Tozer?
A.W. Tozer highlights several key attributes of God including God's holiness,
sovereignty, omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence, love, and justice. He
stresses that understanding these attributes helps believers grasp the
majesty and nature of God.

How does A.W. Tozer describe God's holiness?
Tozer describes God's holiness as His absolute moral purity and separateness
from sin. He emphasizes that God's holiness demands reverence and awe, and it
is the foundation for His justice and righteousness.

Why does A.W. Tozer emphasize the attribute of God's
sovereignty?
Tozer emphasizes God's sovereignty to assure believers that God is in
complete control over all creation and human history. This attribute comforts
Christians by reminding them that nothing happens outside of God's divine
plan and purpose.

According to A.W. Tozer, how should understanding
God's attributes affect a believer's life?
According to Tozer, understanding God's attributes should lead to a deeper
reverence, worship, and wholehearted commitment to God. It challenges
believers to live holy lives and to trust God fully in every circumstance.

What is A.W. Tozer’s perspective on the relationship
between God's love and justice?
Tozer teaches that God's love and justice are perfectly balanced and coexist
harmoniously. God's love is unconditional and sacrificial, while His justice
ensures that sin is rightly dealt with, demonstrating the fullness of His
character.

Additional Resources
1. The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer
This classic work explores the attributes of God, emphasizing the importance
of truly knowing God rather than just knowing about Him. Tozer delves into
characteristics such as God's infinity, holiness, and love, challenging
readers to deepen their spiritual understanding and relationship with the
divine. The book encourages a heartfelt reverence and awe for God's nature.

2. The Attributes of God by A.W. Tozer



In this profound study, Tozer presents a biblical view of God’s attributes,
highlighting their practical implications for believers. The book covers
attributes like omniscience, omnipresence, and immutability, revealing how
these qualities impact Christian faith and life. It serves as a guide for
those seeking to grasp the majesty and perfection of God.

3. God’s Pursuit of Man by A.W. Tozer
This book examines God's relentless love and commitment to humanity,
demonstrating how His attributes manifest in His pursuit of a deeper
relationship with people. Tozer discusses God's patience, mercy, and grace,
encouraging readers to respond to God’s call with devotion and surrender.
It’s a compelling call to recognize God’s active presence in our lives.

4. The Root of the Righteous by A.W. Tozer
Focusing on the sanctifying power of God, this book explores how God’s
holiness and righteousness influence the believer’s life. Tozer challenges
Christians to live in a way that reflects God's purity and justice, stressing
the importance of spiritual growth and transformation. The work is both
inspiring and convicting for those seeking to align their lives with God’s
nature.

5. The Knowledge of God by A.W. Tozer
This title emphasizes the vital necessity of intimate knowledge of God’s
character and being. Tozer argues that such knowledge is foundational for a
vibrant Christian faith and effective spiritual life. Through exploring God’s
attributes, readers are invited to deepen their understanding and experience
of God’s presence.

6. The Holiness of God by R.C. Sproul
Though not by Tozer, this influential book complements Tozer’s teachings by
deeply examining God’s holiness. Sproul explains what it means for God to be
holy and how this attribute affects human beings and their relationship with
God. The book challenges readers to appreciate the awe-inspiring purity and
majesty of God.

7. Knowing God by J.I. Packer
This seminal book supports the themes in Tozer’s works by offering a clear,
accessible exploration of God’s nature and attributes. Packer combines
biblical teaching with practical application, helping readers to cultivate a
meaningful relationship with God. The book is a staple for those interested
in Christian spirituality and theology.

8. God in Three Persons by Millard J. Erickson
This book explains the doctrine of the Trinity, a central attribute of God,
and helps readers understand the complex unity and diversity within God’s
nature. Erickson’s clear theology complements Tozer’s focus on God’s
attributes by providing a framework for understanding God’s triune existence.
It’s valuable for those seeking deeper theological insight.

9. The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer
In this spiritually rich book, Tozer invites believers to seek a passionate



and intimate relationship with God. He highlights God’s faithfulness, love,
and presence, urging readers to pursue God wholeheartedly. The book remains a
timeless encouragement toward spiritual fervency and devotion.
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