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the authors purpose in writing this speech is to explore, inform, persuade, and motivate the
audience through carefully crafted language and strategic communication techniques. Understanding
an author’s intent behind a speech is crucial for analyzing its effectiveness and impact. Speeches are
delivered for various reasons, ranging from inspiring change and sharing information to entertaining
and calling for action. This article delves into the common purposes that drive authors to create
speeches, how these objectives shape the speech’s content and style, and the methods used to
achieve these goals. By examining the authors purpose in writing this speech is to, readers gain
insights into rhetorical strategies and improve their critical listening and reading skills. The following
sections provide a detailed overview of the key purposes, examples, and analytical frameworks
relevant to speechwriting.
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Understanding the Authors Purpose in Speechwriting

At the core of every speech is an underlying reason or goal that the author aims to accomplish. The
authors purpose in writing this speech is to communicate a specific message clearly and effectively to
an intended audience. This purpose influences the tone, structure, and content of the speech.
Identifying the author’s purpose requires examining the context in which the speech was written, the
audience it addresses, and the desired outcome. Often, the purpose may be singular or multifaceted,
combining elements of persuasion, information, or entertainment.

Definition of Author’s Purpose

The author’s purpose refers to the primary objective or reason behind creating the speech. It answers
the question: what does the speaker want the audience to think, feel, or do after listening? Common
purposes include to inform, persuade, entertain, or inspire. Recognizing this purpose helps decode the
speech’s message and evaluate its success.



Importance of Identifying the Purpose

Knowing the authors purpose in writing this speech is to enhances comprehension and critical
analysis. It helps listeners or readers discern the speaker’s intentions, biases, and strategies. This
understanding is essential for academic studies, public speaking, and effective communication in
professional settings.

Common Purposes Behind Writing Speeches

Speeches serve diverse functions depending on the context and audience. The authors purpose in
writing this speech is to fulfill one or more of the following common objectives:

To Inform

Informative speeches aim to educate the audience about a particular topic, idea, or event. The
author’s purpose is to present facts, data, and explanations clearly and objectively. This type of
speech often avoids persuasion and focuses on increasing knowledge or awareness.

To Persuade

Persuasive speeches seek to influence the audience’s beliefs, attitudes, or actions. The author’s
purpose in writing this speech is to convince listeners to adopt a viewpoint, support a cause, or take
specific steps. Persuasive techniques such as emotional appeals, logical arguments, and credibility
are commonly employed.

To Entertain

Some speeches are crafted primarily to entertain or engage the audience. The author’s purpose here
includes humor, storytelling, or dramatic presentation to captivate listeners and create an enjoyable
experience.

To Inspire or Motivate

Inspirational speeches are designed to uplift and energize the audience. The author’s purpose in
writing this speech is to encourage positive change, foster hope, or instill confidence through powerful
rhetoric and emotional connection.

Combination of Purposes

Many speeches combine several purposes to achieve a more complex effect. For example, a speech
may inform while also persuading and motivating the audience. Understanding these overlapping
purposes is critical for comprehensive analysis.



Techniques Used to Achieve the Author’s Purpose

The authors purpose in writing this speech is to effectively communicate and resonate with the
audience, which often involves the use of rhetorical devices and structured techniques. These
methods enhance the speech’s clarity, appeal, and impact.

Use of Rhetorical Appeals

Speakers commonly employ three main rhetorical appeals:

e Ethos: Establishing credibility and trustworthiness.
e Pathos: Appealing to the audience’s emotions to create empathy or passion.

* Logos: Using logical arguments, facts, and evidence to persuade.

Structural Strategies

The organization of a speech supports the authors purpose in writing this speech is to maintain clarity
and flow. Common structures include:

e Problem-solution format for persuasive speeches.
e Chronological order to inform about events.

« Storytelling to entertain and inspire.

Language and Tone

The choice of words, sentence style, and tone reflects the speech’s intended purpose. Formal,
authoritative language is often used to inform or persuade, while conversational or emotive language
may be employed to entertain or inspire.

Analyzing the Purpose in Historical and Contemporary
Speeches

Examining famous speeches provides concrete examples of how the authors purpose in writing this
speech is to shape public opinion and historical moments. Analyzing these speeches reveals the
techniques and strategies utilized by renowned orators.



Historical Examples

Iconic speeches like Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” illustrate the author’s purpose to inspire
social change and promote equality. Similarly, Winston Churchill’s wartime speeches aimed to
motivate and unify a nation during crisis.

Contemporary Examples

Modern speeches by political leaders, activists, and public figures continue to demonstrate varied
purposes such as persuading voters, raising awareness, or encouraging civic engagement. These
examples highlight the ongoing relevance of understanding the authors purpose in writing this speech
is to communicate effectively.

Practical Applications of Identifying the Author’s
Purpose

Recognizing the authors purpose in writing this speech is to not only enrich academic study but also
enhance everyday communication skills. It aids in critical listening, effective public speaking, and
media literacy.

For Students and Educators

Identifying purpose is a fundamental skill in language arts and social studies, helping students
analyze texts and develop critical thinking. Educators use this knowledge to teach speechwriting and
rhetorical analysis.

For Public Speakers

Speakers who clearly define their purpose can tailor their messages for maximum impact, ensuring
their speeches meet desired objectives such as motivating audiences or disseminating information.

For General Audiences

Understanding the author’s purpose enables listeners and readers to evaluate speeches critically,
recognize bias, and make informed decisions based on the messages delivered.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean to identify the author's purpose in writing



a speech?

Identifying the author's purpose means understanding the main reason why the author wrote the
speech, such as to inform, persuade, entertain, or inspire the audience.

How can recognizing the author's purpose enhance
comprehension of a speech?

Recognizing the author's purpose helps the audience interpret the message accurately, understand
the tone and style, and grasp the intended impact of the speech.

What are common purposes an author might have when
writing a speech?

Common purposes include to persuade the audience to take action, to inform them about a topic, to
motivate or inspire, or to entertain and engage listeners.

How can clues in a speech help determine the author's
purpose?

Clues such as the choice of words, tone, the call to action, and the overall message can indicate
whether the author aims to persuade, inform, entertain, or inspire.

Why is understanding the author's purpose important when
analyzing historical speeches?

Understanding the purpose provides context about the historical moment, the speaker's intentions,
and the impact the speech was meant to have on its audience and society.

Can an author's purpose in a speech be more than one thing?

Yes, an author can have multiple purposes, such as informing the audience while also persuading
them to adopt a particular viewpoint or take action.

How does knowing the author's purpose influence the way a
speech is delivered?

Knowing the purpose guides the speaker's tone, emphasis, and style, helping to effectively connect
with the audience and achieve the intended outcome.

Additional Resources

1. Thank You for Arguing

This book by Jay Heinrichs explores the art of persuasion and rhetoric. It breaks down the techniques
used by speakers and writers to influence their audience effectively. Readers learn how to recognize
and use logical, emotional, and ethical appeals in various forms of communication.



2. On Writing Well

William Zinsser's classic guide focuses on the craft of nonfiction writing with clarity and purpose. The
book emphasizes simplicity, brevity, and sincerity to communicate ideas effectively. It is a valuable
resource for anyone looking to articulate their purpose clearly in writing.

3. Made to Stick

Chip Heath and Dan Heath investigate why some ideas survive and others fade away. This book
reveals the principles that make messages memorable and impactful. It helps readers understand
how to craft speeches and writing that resonate with audiences.

4. The Elements of Style

Strunk and White’s timeless manual provides essential rules for writing with clarity and precision. It
underscores the importance of style in expressing one’s purpose effectively. This book is a must-have
for authors who want their message to be understood and appreciated.

5. Rhetoric

Aristotle’s foundational text on the art of persuasion outlines the three modes of appeal: ethos,
pathos, and logos. The book is a deep dive into how speakers and writers can influence their
audience’s beliefs and actions. It remains relevant for understanding the purpose behind persuasive
communication.

6. Speak Like Churchill, Stand Like Lincoln

James C. Humes offers techniques used by great leaders to inspire and persuade through speech. The
book highlights strategies to convey purpose with confidence and clarity. It is especially useful for
those aiming to strengthen their public speaking skills.

7. Writing to Persuade

Trish Hall, former Op-Ed editor for The New York Times, provides insights on crafting compelling
arguments in writing. The book guides readers on how to align their purpose with audience needs to
achieve persuasive impact. It's an excellent resource for writers focused on advocacy and influence.

8. Persuasion: The Art of Influencing People

James Borg explores psychological principles behind effective persuasion. The book explains how
understanding human behavior can help authors tailor their purpose-driven messages. It’s ideal for
those who want to connect deeply with their audience through writing or speech.

9. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life

Anne Lamott offers a candid and humorous look at the writing process, emphasizing honesty and
purpose. The book encourages writers to find their authentic voice and communicate meaningfully.
It's a motivational guide for those seeking to express their intentions clearly through storytelling.
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