the bait of satan by john bevere

The Bait of Satan by John Bevere is a powerful exploration of the themes of offense, forgiveness,
and spiritual growth that resonate deeply within Christian communities. In this influential book,
Bevere presents a compelling argument that offense is one of the enemy’s most effective tools to
undermine a believer’s faith and connection to God. Through a combination of personal anecdotes,
biblical references, and practical advice, he challenges readers to confront their own offenses and
encourages them to pursue a life of freedom and forgiveness.

Overview of the Book

Published in the late 1990s, "The Bait of Satan" quickly became a bestseller, influencing countless
individuals and churches worldwide. Bevere's primary thesis posits that many Christians fall prey to
offense, which ultimately leads to bitterness and a breakdown in their relationship with God and
others. By recognizing offense as a deceptive trap set by Satan, readers are guided to understand
how to navigate their feelings of anger, hurt, and betrayal.

The Concept of Offense

At the heart of Bevere's message is the idea that offense is a bait that leads to spiritual stagnation.
He defines offense as any situation or circumstance that angers or wounds us, suggesting that it can
stem from various sources, including:

- Relationships with family or friends
- Disagreements within the church

- Personal failures or disappointments
- Perceived injustices in society

Bevere argues that when individuals allow themselves to be offended, they inadvertently step into a
trap that Satan has set to hinder their spiritual growth. The author emphasizes that offense can lead
to a cycle of negativity that affects not only the individual but also their relationships with others and
their connection to God.

The Nature of Forgiveness

Bevere delves into the complex nature of forgiveness, asserting that it is not merely a passive act but
a deliberate choice that requires effort and commitment. He outlines several key aspects of
forgiveness that help frame the reader’s understanding:

Forgiveness as an Act of Obedience



1. Commanded by God: Bevere emphasizes that forgiveness is not optional for believers; it is a
commandment from God. The Bible frequently instructs Christians to forgive as they have been
forgiven (Matthew 6:14-15).

2. Releasing Control: Forgiveness involves relinquishing the desire for revenge or retribution. By
choosing to forgive, individuals release their grip on the offense, allowing God to take control of the
situation.

The Obstacles to Forgiveness

Bevere identifies several barriers that often prevent individuals from forgiving others, including:

- Pride: A sense of superiority can make it difficult to admit wrongdoing or extend forgiveness.

- Fear: The fear of vulnerability or being hurt again can lead individuals to withhold forgiveness.

- Misunderstanding: Many people believe that forgiving means condoning the offense, which is not
the case.

Recognizing the Bait

Understanding that offense is a bait set by Satan is crucial for spiritual growth. Bevere encourages
readers to recognize the signs of offense in their lives and to confront them head-on. He provides
practical steps to help individuals identify and manage their feelings of offense:

Self-Reflection and Awareness

- Journaling: Keeping a journal can help individuals articulate their feelings and identify patterns of
offense in their lives.

- Prayer: Seeking God’s guidance through prayer can provide clarity and strength to confront
offenses.

Seeking Reconciliation

Bevere stresses the importance of pursuing reconciliation with those who have caused offense. He
suggests:

- Initiating Conversations: Taking the first step to communicate with those who have hurt us can
lead to healing.
- Listening: Open and honest dialogue can help both parties understand each other's perspectives.



The Impact of Unresolved Offense

Bevere warns that unresolved offenses can lead to severe spiritual and emotional consequences. He
provides insights into how unresolved offense can manifest in our lives:

Spiritual Consequences

- Distance from God: Holding onto offense can create a barrier between the believer and God,
hindering spiritual growth and intimacy.

- Loss of Joy: Unresolved offense can lead to bitterness, which robs individuals of their joy and
peace.

Relational Consequences

- Strained Relationships: Offense can lead to broken relationships and divisions within the church
and families.

- Isolation: Individuals may withdraw from community and fellowship due to hurt feelings, further
exacerbating their pain.

Practical Steps to Overcome Offense

Throughout the book, Bevere provides actionable steps for readers to overcome offense and
embrace forgiveness. These steps can be summarized as follows:

1. Acknowledge the Offense: Recognizing that you have been offended is the first step to healing.

2. Choose to Forgive: Make a conscious decision to forgive the person or situation that has hurt you.
3. Pray for the Offender: This can help change your heart towards the person and cultivate empathy
and love.

4. Seek Support: Reach out to trusted friends or mentors who can provide guidance and
accountability.

5. Focus on God’s Grace: Remind yourself of the grace you have received from God and extend that
grace to others.

The Role of the Church

Bevere emphasizes the responsibility of the church in addressing issues of offense and forgiveness.
He argues that churches should create environments where:

- Open Dialogue is Encouraged: Members should feel safe to express their feelings and work through
offenses together.

- Teaching on Forgiveness is Promoted: Sermons and teachings should regularly address the
importance of forgiveness and reconciliation.



The Church as a Healing Community

By fostering a culture of forgiveness, the church can become a place of healing for those who are
struggling with offense. Bevere encourages congregations to model forgiveness and grace, reflecting
the character of Christ.

Conclusion

"The Bait of Satan" serves as a vital resource for Christians seeking to navigate the complexities of
offense and forgiveness. John Bevere’s insights challenge readers to examine their hearts and
confront the areas where they may have been ensnared by offense. By recognizing the enemy's
tactics and choosing to embrace forgiveness, believers can experience true freedom and restoration
in their spiritual lives. Ultimately, Bevere’s message is one of hope, emphasizing that through God’s
grace, healing is possible, and relationships can be restored. This book remains a timeless reminder
of the power of forgiveness and the importance of maintaining a heart free from offense.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Bait of Satan' by John Bevere?

The main theme of 'The Bait of Satan' is the concept of offense and how it can lead to a person's
spiritual downfall. Bevere emphasizes that taking offense can trap individuals and hinder their
relationship with God.

How does John Bevere suggest we deal with offense in our
lives?

John Bevere suggests that we must choose to forgive rather than take offense. He emphasizes the
importance of understanding our identity in Christ and how forgiveness can lead to freedom and
healing.

What biblical principles does Bevere reference in 'The Bait of
Satan'?

Bevere references several biblical principles, including the teachings of Jesus on forgiveness, the
importance of love and unity among believers, and the consequences of harboring bitterness and
resentment.

Who is the intended audience for 'The Bait of Satan'?

The intended audience for 'The Bait of Satan' includes Christians and anyone seeking to deepen
their understanding of forgiveness, spiritual growth, and the impact of offense on their lives.



What personal experiences does John Bevere share in the
book?

John Bevere shares personal experiences of facing offense in ministry and life, illustrating how he
learned to navigate these challenges through faith and reliance on God's guidance.

What impact has 'The Bait of Satan' had on readers?

Many readers have reported transformative experiences after reading 'The Bait of Satan', often
noting a newfound ability to forgive, improved relationships, and a deeper understanding of their
spiritual walk.

Is 'The Bait of Satan' available in different formats?

Yes, 'The Bait of Satan' is available in various formats, including print, e-book, and audiobook,
making it accessible to a wide audience.

What is the significance of the title 'The Bait of Satan'?

The title 'The Bait of Satan' signifies the idea that offense is a trap used by Satan to ensnare
believers, leading them away from God's purpose and plan for their lives.
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