
the bamboo cutter and the moon child
answer key
The bamboo cutter and the moon child answer key is a fascinating topic that
delves into one of Japan’s most beloved folktales, “The Tale of the Bamboo
Cutter.” This timeless story, also known as "Kaguya-hime," has inspired
countless adaptations and interpretations across various mediums, including
literature, film, and art. The tale tells the story of a bamboo cutter who
discovers a tiny, radiant princess inside a bamboo stalk, and the adventure
that unfolds as she grows up and ultimately reveals her celestial origins. In
this article, we will explore the story's key elements, themes, and
characters, and provide a comprehensive answer key for those seeking to
understand or study this enchanting narrative.

Overview of "The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter"

"The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter" is often regarded as the oldest extant
Japanese folktale, dating back to the 10th century. The story is part of the
collection known as "Konjaku Monogatari," a compilation of tales that
highlights the cultural and moral values of the time. The narrative follows
an unnamed bamboo cutter who discovers a small, luminous girl inside a bamboo
shoot. He names her Kaguya-hime and raises her as his daughter.

Key Plot Points

1. Discovery of Kaguya-hime: The bamboo cutter finds a glowing bamboo stalk
and discovers a tiny girl inside. He takes her home, and she grows rapidly
into a beautiful young woman.

2. Suitors and Challenges: As Kaguya-hime matures, many suitors come to seek
her hand in marriage. She challenges them with impossible tasks, which they
all fail to complete.

3. Revelation of Origins: Eventually, Kaguya-hime reveals that she is from
the Moon and must return there. This revelation creates a poignant conflict
between her earthly life and her celestial heritage.

4. Return to the Moon: In the end, celestial beings come to take Kaguya-hime
back to her home in the Moon, leaving the bamboo cutter heartbroken.

Key Characters



Understanding the characters in "The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter" is crucial to
grasping the story’s themes and moral lessons. Here are the main characters:

Kaguya-hime
Kaguya-hime is the central character and is often depicted as the epitome of
beauty and grace. Her mysterious origins and the challenges she poses to her
suitors make her a complex character.

The Bamboo Cutter
The bamboo cutter acts as a father figure to Kaguya-hime. His discovery of
her and his subsequent actions set the story in motion. He represents the
human experience of love and loss.

The Suitors
The five suitors represent various aspects of human ambition and desire.
Their failure to meet Kaguya-hime’s challenges reflects themes of hubris and
the futility of earthly desires.

The Moon People
The celestial beings who come to take Kaguya-hime back to the Moon represent
her true origins and the inevitability of fate. They serve as a reminder that
some things are beyond human comprehension and control.

Themes and Symbolism

"The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter" is rich in themes and symbolism that resonate
deeply within Japanese culture and beyond.

Impermanence and Transience
One of the central themes in the story is the concept of impermanence.
Kaguya-hime’s fleeting time on Earth symbolizes the ephemeral nature of
beauty and life. This theme is prevalent in many aspects of Japanese art and
literature, often reflecting the Buddhist notion of impermanence.

Love and Sacrifice
The bamboo cutter’s love for Kaguya-hime is evident throughout the story. His
willingness to let her go back to the Moon illustrates the idea of selfless



love and sacrifice. This theme resonates with readers, highlighting the pain
of letting go of those we love.

Challenges of Human Desire
The suitors’ quest to win Kaguya-hime’s heart serves as a commentary on human
ambition and desire. Their failures emphasize that material wealth and status
cannot guarantee happiness or fulfillment.

Connection to Nature
The bamboo cutter, a humble man who works closely with nature, symbolizes the
harmony between humanity and the natural world. The bamboo itself is a
significant symbol in Japanese culture, representing resilience and
flexibility.

Answer Key for "The Bamboo Cutter and the Moon
Child" Study Guide

For those studying "The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter," here is an answer key
that addresses common questions about the story:

1. What is the significance of Kaguya-hime's name?
Kaguya-hime translates to "Princess Kaguya." The name reflects her royal
origins from the Moon, as well as her divine qualities.

2. What impossible tasks do the suitors face?
The suitors are given tasks that include fetching a legendary jewel,
acquiring a rare robe from the fire-rat, and finding a mythical herb. Each
task symbolizes the futility of their desires.

3. How does Kaguya-hime respond to her suitors?
Kaguya-hime sets these tasks to test the true intentions of her suitors,
revealing their superficial motivations. She ultimately rejects all of them,
highlighting the theme of self-determination.

4. What is the role of the Moon in the story?
The Moon represents Kaguya-hime’s true home and her celestial origins. It
serves as a symbol of unattainable beauty and the inevitability of her return



to her rightful place.

5. How does the bamboo cutter react to Kaguya-hime’s
return to the Moon?
The bamboo cutter is heartbroken but ultimately accepts Kaguya-hime’s fate.
His emotional journey reflects the themes of love, loss, and acceptance.

Conclusion

The bamboo cutter and the moon child answer key offers insights into one of
Japan's most cherished tales, encapsulating universal themes of love,
impermanence, and the complexity of human desire. As Kaguya-hime's story
continues to resonate with audiences today, it serves as a timeless reminder
of the beauty and tragedy inherent in the human experience. Whether through
literature, film, or art, the legacy of “The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter” will
undoubtedly continue to inspire generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'The Bamboo Cutter and
the Moon Child'?
The primary theme of 'The Bamboo Cutter and the Moon Child' is the transient
nature of life and love, exploring the idea of longing and separation.

Who is Kaguya-hime in 'The Bamboo Cutter and the
Moon Child'?
Kaguya-hime is the mysterious moon princess who is discovered as a baby
inside a bamboo stalk by the bamboo cutter, representing beauty and
unattainable desires.

What are the main challenges Kaguya-hime faces in
the story?
Kaguya-hime faces challenges such as suitors attempting to win her affection
through impossible tasks, as well as her own struggle with her identity and
fate as a moon princess.

How does the story of 'The Bamboo Cutter and the



Moon Child' reflect Japanese folklore?
The story reflects Japanese folklore through its incorporation of elements
like nature, the supernatural, and moral lessons, showcasing cultural values
and beliefs about life and the cosmos.

What is the significance of the moon in 'The Bamboo
Cutter and the Moon Child'?
The moon symbolizes longing, beauty, and the divide between different worlds,
serving as both a source of Kaguya-hime's origin and a representation of her
inevitable return to her celestial home.
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