
the bedford guide for writing tutors
The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors is an essential resource for both novice and
experienced writing tutors. This comprehensive guide serves as a cornerstone in writing
centers, offering strategies, tips, and techniques to enhance the tutoring experience for
both tutors and students. By equipping writing tutors with the necessary tools and insights,
the guide fosters an environment where students can develop their writing skills and find
their unique voice.

Understanding the Bedford Guide

The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors was developed to address the challenges faced by
writing tutors in diverse educational settings. Its foundation is rooted in the belief that
effective tutoring goes beyond correcting grammar and punctuation; it emphasizes
collaboration, empowerment, and the nurturing of students' critical thinking skills. This
guide is particularly beneficial for those who are just starting their journey in writing
tutoring.

Core Principles of the Bedford Guide

The Bedford Guide is built on several core principles that underpin effective writing
tutoring:

1. Collaboration: Writing is a process that often requires feedback and dialogue. Tutors are
encouraged to work collaboratively with students, guiding them in discovering solutions
rather than simply providing answers.

2. Empowerment: The guide stresses the importance of empowering students to take
ownership of their writing. This is achieved by helping them understand their writing
processes and encouraging self-reflection.

3. Respect for Diversity: Recognizing the diverse backgrounds and experiences of students
is crucial. The Bedford Guide advocates for an inclusive approach that honors different
perspectives and writing styles.

4. Holistic Approach: Effective writing tutoring involves addressing the writer as a whole.
This means considering not only the technical aspects of writing but also the emotional and
psychological components involved in the writing process.

Roles and Responsibilities of a Writing Tutor

Writing tutors play a vital role in the academic success of their peers. The Bedford Guide
outlines various roles and responsibilities that contribute to effective tutoring practices.



Facilitator of Learning

Tutors should act as facilitators rather than just evaluators. This includes:

- Encouraging students to articulate their thoughts and ideas.
- Asking open-ended questions that prompt deeper thinking.
- Guiding students through the writing process, from brainstorming to final revisions.

Mentor and Coach

Tutors often take on mentoring roles, providing support and encouragement. This can
involve:

- Sharing personal experiences and strategies for overcoming writing challenges.
- Helping students set achievable writing goals.
- Providing constructive feedback that focuses on strengths and areas for improvement.

Source of Resources

The Bedford Guide emphasizes the importance of being knowledgeable about available
resources. Tutors should:

- Familiarize themselves with writing center resources, such as style guides, writing
handbooks, and online tools.
- Recommend relevant materials to students based on their specific needs.
- Stay updated on workshops and seminars that can enhance their tutoring skills.

Strategies for Effective Tutoring

Utilizing the strategies presented in the Bedford Guide can significantly improve the
tutoring experience. Here are some effective approaches:

Active Listening

One of the most critical skills for a writing tutor is active listening. This involves:

- Giving full attention to the student.
- Paraphrasing what the student says to ensure understanding.
- Avoiding interruptions and allowing the student to express their thoughts freely.



Building Rapport

Establishing a positive relationship with students can lead to more productive sessions.
Tutors can:

- Use friendly and approachable language.
- Show genuine interest in the student’s writing and ideas.
- Create a comfortable environment where students feel safe to share their work.

Setting Clear Goals

Establishing clear, attainable goals for each session helps focus the tutoring process. Tutors
should:

1. Discuss specific objectives with the student before starting.
2. Set short-term goals (e.g., improving a specific paragraph) and long-term goals (e.g.,
developing a thesis).
3. Review progress at the end of each session and adjust goals as necessary.

Addressing Common Writing Challenges

The Bedford Guide provides insights into common writing challenges that students may
face and how tutors can help.

Overcoming Writer’s Block

Writer’s block can be a significant barrier to productivity. Tutors can assist by:

- Encouraging brainstorming sessions to generate ideas.
- Suggesting freewriting exercises to get thoughts flowing.
- Discussing the student’s interests to inspire new topics.

Improving Structure and Organization

A well-organized paper is crucial for effective communication. Tutors can support students
by:

- Teaching the importance of outlining before writing.
- Reviewing the structure of the paper together and suggesting improvements.
- Helping students identify and strengthen their thesis statements.



Enhancing Grammar and Style

While tutors should not focus solely on grammar, they can provide guidance on:

- Common grammatical errors and how to avoid them.
- The importance of varied sentence structure and word choice.
- Resources for grammar and style reference, such as online tools and handbooks.

Assessment and Feedback

Feedback is a crucial component of the tutoring process. The Bedford Guide emphasizes
the importance of providing constructive feedback that encourages growth.

Types of Feedback

Tutors should be aware of different types of feedback:

- Formative Feedback: Ongoing feedback that helps students improve their writing as they
work through the drafting process.
- Summative Feedback: Feedback provided after a complete draft is submitted, focusing on
overall strengths and areas for improvement.

Encouraging Self-Assessment

Teaching students to self-assess their writing is an important skill. Tutors can:

- Provide checklists for students to evaluate their work.
- Encourage students to reflect on their writing process and identify areas they want to
improve.
- Foster a mindset of continuous improvement rather than perfection.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors is an invaluable resource that equips
writing tutors with the knowledge and strategies necessary to support students effectively.
By adhering to the principles of collaboration, empowerment, and respect for diversity,
tutors can create a nurturing environment that fosters growth and development in writing.
From understanding their roles as facilitators and mentors to employing effective strategies
for addressing common writing challenges, tutors are better prepared to guide students on
their writing journeys. With the insights provided in this guide, writing tutors can make a
significant impact in their students' academic lives, helping them to develop not only their
writing skills but also their confidence as writers.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors'?
'The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors' is a comprehensive resource that provides
strategies, techniques, and insights for writing tutors to effectively assist students in their
writing process.

Who is the author of 'The Bedford Guide for Writing
Tutors'?
The guide is authored by Leigh Ryan and Lisa Zimmerelli, who are experienced educators in
the field of writing and tutoring.

What unique features does the guide offer for writing
tutors?
The guide includes practical exercises, case studies, and real-world scenarios to help tutors
develop their skills and understand diverse student needs.

How can 'The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors' help
improve tutoring sessions?
It offers techniques for fostering a collaborative environment, understanding various writing
styles, and addressing common challenges faced by students in writing.

Is 'The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors' suitable for
beginner tutors?
Yes, the guide is designed to be accessible for both novice and experienced tutors,
providing foundational knowledge as well as advanced strategies.

Does the guide cover specific writing genres and
formats?
Yes, it includes sections on academic writing, creative writing, and professional writing,
giving tutors a broad understanding of different genres.

Are there any online resources or companion materials
available with the guide?
Yes, 'The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors' often comes with access to supplementary
online resources, including exercises and further reading materials.



What is the importance of understanding student
writing processes according to the guide?
Understanding student writing processes is crucial as it allows tutors to tailor their support
and interventions to better meet individual student needs and enhance their learning
experience.

How can writing centers implement strategies from
'The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors'?
Writing centers can adopt the guide's recommended practices in tutor training programs,
session structures, and resource materials to improve their overall tutoring effectiveness.
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