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The Bedford Introduction to Drama by Lee A. Jacobus is a comprehensive guide for students,
educators, and enthusiasts of drama and theater. This textbook serves as a crucial resource for
understanding the complexities of dramatic literature, and it has garnered acclaim for its clear
presentation and insightful analysis. In this article, we will explore the key features of the book, its
educational value, and how it has influenced the study of drama.

Overview of The Bedford Introduction to Drama

First published in 1988, The Bedford Introduction to Drama has gone through multiple editions,
each refining its contents to better serve the needs of its readers. Lee A. Jacobus, a distinguished
scholar in the field of drama, meticulously crafted this text to provide a thorough introduction to the
world of drama. The book encompasses a diverse range of plays, playwrights, and critical theories
that have shaped the landscape of theatrical literature.

Structure and Content

The book is organized in a manner that facilitates both learning and teaching. It is divided into
several sections that cover essential aspects of drama:

Introduction to Drama - This section provides a foundational understanding of what drama1.
is, its history, and its significance in culture.

Analysis of Plays - Here, readers will find an examination of various plays, including excerpts2.
and full texts, along with critical analysis.

Theatrical Elements - This segment discusses the components that make up a theatrical3.
production, such as staging, acting, and directing.

Genres of Drama - Jacobus delves into different genres, including tragedy, comedy, and4.
melodrama, providing examples of each.

Critical Perspectives - This section introduces various critical theories and methodologies5.
used in the study of drama.

Key Features of The Bedford Introduction to Drama



The Bedford Introduction to Drama stands out for several reasons, making it an invaluable resource
for those interested in the study of drama.

Diverse Selection of Plays

One of the notable aspects of Jacobus's work is the diverse selection of plays included in the text.
The book features works from various periods and cultures, allowing readers to experience a wide
array of dramatic expressions. Some of the highlighted playwrights include:

William Shakespeare

Henrik Ibsen

Tennessee Williams

Audre Lorde

David Mamet

This diversity ensures that students gain exposure to both classic and contemporary works,
enriching their understanding of the evolution of drama.

Accessible Language and Presentation

Jacobus's writing style is accessible to readers of all backgrounds. He employs clear language and
straightforward explanations, making complex concepts more digestible. The book is filled with
helpful features such as:

Glossaries of terms related to drama and theater

Discussion questions to promote critical thinking

Historical context notes that situate plays within their respective time periods

These elements contribute to a more engaging learning experience.

Critical Engagement and Analysis

Another strength of The Bedford Introduction to Drama is its emphasis on critical engagement.
Jacobus encourages readers to analyze and interpret plays beyond surface-level understanding. He



introduces various critical theories, including:

Formalism

Marxist Criticism

Feminist Theory

Psychoanalytic Criticism

By doing so, students are equipped with the tools needed to explore deeper meanings and societal
implications of dramatic works.

Educational Value and Impact

The educational value of The Bedford Introduction to Drama is immense. Its structured approach
makes it suitable for both introductory courses and more advanced studies in drama. The book has
been widely adopted in colleges and universities across the globe, solidifying its place as a
cornerstone in drama education.

Supporting Diverse Learning Styles

The book’s varied content and presentation cater to different learning styles. For visual learners, the
inclusion of play excerpts and illustrations enhances comprehension. Auditory learners benefit from
the discussion questions and analyses that can stimulate classroom dialogue. Furthermore,
kinesthetic learners can engage through performance-based assignments that allow them to explore
the texts physically.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

Jacobus's focus on critical thinking promotes a deeper appreciation for drama. Students are
encouraged to ask questions, challenge assumptions, and develop their interpretations. This
approach not only enhances their understanding of the texts but also cultivates essential skills that
are transferable across disciplines.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Bedford Introduction to Drama by Lee A. Jacobus is a remarkable resource
for anyone interested in the study of drama. Its rich content, accessible language, and emphasis on
critical analysis make it an essential tool for students and educators alike. The book not only



introduces readers to a wide array of plays and playwrights but also encourages them to engage
deeply with the material.

As drama continues to evolve, Jacobus's work remains a relevant and vital part of the conversation,
ensuring that future generations of theater enthusiasts and scholars are well-equipped to appreciate
and analyze the art of drama. Through its comprehensive approach and dedication to fostering
critical engagement, The Bedford Introduction to Drama continues to inspire and educate,
solidifying its status as a classic in the field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bedford Introduction to Drama' about?
The Bedford Introduction to Drama is a comprehensive anthology that presents a wide range of
dramatic works, offering insights into the elements of drama, playwrights, and various theatrical
traditions.

Who is the author of 'The Bedford Introduction to Drama'?
The book is authored by Lee A. Jacobus, an established scholar in the field of literature and drama.

What types of plays are included in 'The Bedford Introduction
to Drama'?
The anthology includes a diverse selection of plays from different genres, periods, and cultures,
featuring both classic and contemporary works.

How does 'The Bedford Introduction to Drama' support the
study of drama?
The text provides contextual information, critical essays, and discussion questions that enhance the
understanding of the plays and their significance in the theatrical landscape.

Is 'The Bedford Introduction to Drama' suitable for high
school students?
Yes, the book is designed to be accessible to high school students as well as college-level courses,
making it a popular choice for introductory drama classes.

Does the book cover both American and international drama?
Yes, 'The Bedford Introduction to Drama' includes works from both American playwrights and
international authors, showcasing a global perspective on drama.



What educational features does the book offer?
The book includes features such as author biographies, thematic discussions, performance notes,
and questions for analysis to facilitate deeper engagement with the texts.

Are there any notable playwrights featured in 'The Bedford
Introduction to Drama'?
Yes, the anthology features notable playwrights such as Tennessee Williams, Arthur Miller, Anton
Chekhov, and contemporary writers, reflecting a wide array of styles and themes.

How is 'The Bedford Introduction to Drama' updated for
modern readers?
The latest editions of the book include contemporary plays and updated critical perspectives to
reflect current trends and issues in theater and performance.
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