
the beginners bible the story of noahs ark

The Beginners Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark is a cherished retelling of one of the most famous tales

from the Bible, designed to be accessible and engaging for young readers. This timeless story

captures the imagination with its themes of faith, obedience, and divine promise, making it a perfect

introduction to Biblical narratives for children. In this article, we will explore the story of Noah’s Ark as

presented in The Beginners Bible, examining its key elements, lessons, and the impact it has on

young readers.

Overview of The Beginners Bible

The Beginners Bible is a beloved children's Bible that simplifies and illustrates Biblical stories for a

younger audience. First published in 1989, it has sold millions of copies and has become a staple in

many households and Sunday schools. The illustrations are vibrant, and the text is easy to read,

making it an excellent choice for early readers.

Structure and Format

- Illustrations: Each story is accompanied by colorful illustrations that help children visualize the events

and characters.

- Language: The language is simple and straightforward, making it accessible for young children and

those just beginning to read.

- Activities and Questions: Many editions include questions or activities at the end of stories to engage

children further and encourage discussion.



The Story of Noah's Ark

The story of Noah's Ark is a profound narrative that illustrates God’s mercy, justice, and the

importance of faith. It is believed to have been written to convey deeper truths about human nature

and the relationship between God and humanity.

Setting the Scene

In The Beginners Bible, the story begins by setting the scene of a world filled with wickedness and

corruption.

1. God’s Disappointment: The text describes how God looked down upon the earth and saw that every

thought of man was only evil all the time (Genesis 6:5).

2. Noah's Righteousness: Amidst this wickedness, Noah is introduced as a man who found favor in

God’s eyes. He was described as righteous and blameless in his generation, highlighting the

importance of living a life that reflects God’s values.

The Call to Action

God decides to cleanse the earth of its corruption by sending a great flood. However, He chooses to

save Noah and his family.

- The Instructions: God gives Noah specific instructions to build an ark. The Beginners Bible simplifies

this by mentioning the dimensions and the materials to be used, emphasizing the complexity of the

task.

- Noah's Obedience: The story emphasizes Noah’s obedience. Despite the ridicule he faced from

others, Noah faithfully followed God’s commands. This aspect of the story teaches children about the

importance of obedience and faith, even when it’s challenging.



The Construction of the Ark

The narrative describes how Noah and his family worked tirelessly to build the ark.

1. The Ark's Features: The Beginners Bible explains the ark's features, such as its size, the number of

decks, and the number of doors.

2. Family Involvement: It highlights that Noah’s family helped him, showing the value of teamwork and

collaboration in accomplishing significant tasks.

The Gathering of the Animals

One of the most memorable parts of the story is the gathering of the animals.

- Two by Two: The Beginners Bible vividly illustrates how God commanded Noah to bring two of every

kind of animal onto the ark. This detail captures children's imaginations, as they picture pairs of

animals entering the ark.

- Preserving Life: The significance of this act is profound; it shows God’s desire to preserve life even

amidst judgment. It teaches children about compassion and the sanctity of life.

The Great Flood

Once Noah, his family, and the animals are safely aboard, the flood begins.

1. The Rain: The Beginners Bible describes the rain falling for forty days and forty nights, a detail that

emphasizes the severity of the flood.

2. The Rising Waters: The water rises, covering the earth and illustrating the extent of the destruction.

This part of the story serves as a reminder of the consequences of sin and disobedience.



God's Covenant with Noah

After the floodwaters recede, the narrative shifts to God’s promise to Noah.

The Rainbow as a Sign

- The Promise: God establishes a covenant with Noah, promising never to destroy the earth with a

flood again. The Beginners Bible highlights the significance of the rainbow as a sign of this promise.

- Teaching Moment: This moment is crucial as it teaches children about God’s faithfulness and the

importance of keeping promises.

Lessons from the Story

The story of Noah’s Ark teaches several critical lessons that can resonate with children:

1. Faith and Trust: Noah’s unwavering faith in God serves as a model for children, encouraging them

to trust in God’s plan even when they do not understand it.

2. Obedience: The importance of following God’s commands is a central theme. Noah’s obedience

leads to salvation for him and his family.

3. Compassion for Creation: By saving the animals, the story instills a sense of responsibility towards

all living things, teaching children to care for the environment and the creatures within it.

4. Hope and Renewal: The conclusion of the story offers a message of hope. After the flood, there is a

new beginning for Noah and his family, symbolizing rebirth and the possibility of starting anew.

Impact on Young Readers



The Beginners Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark has a lasting impact on young readers.

Encouraging Spiritual Growth

- Foundation of Faith: The story serves as an excellent introduction to Biblical teachings, helping

children develop a foundational understanding of their faith.

- Discussion Opportunities: The narrative opens up opportunities for discussions about morality, ethics,

and the nature of God.

Inspiring Creativity

- Artistic Expressions: The vivid imagery of the ark and the animals inspires creativity. Children often

engage in arts and crafts, recreating scenes from the story.

- Imaginative Play: The story encourages imaginative play, where children can act out the tale,

deepening their understanding and enjoyment.

Conclusion

The Beginners Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark is more than just a retelling of a biblical event; it is a

resource that nurtures faith, teaches valuable life lessons, and inspires creativity in young minds.

Through this story, children learn about the importance of obedience, faith, and God's everlasting love

and promises. As they grow, these lessons can help shape their character and moral compass,

making the story of Noah's Ark an enduring classic in children's literature and religious education.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Beginner's Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark' about?

It is a children's book that retells the biblical story of Noah's Ark, focusing on themes of faith,

obedience, and God's promise.

Who is the target audience for 'The Beginner's Bible: The Story of

Noah's Ark'?

The book is primarily aimed at young children, typically ages 4 to 8, helping them understand biblical

stories in an engaging way.

What are the main themes presented in 'The Beginner's Bible: The

Story of Noah's Ark'?

Key themes include faith, perseverance, God's love, and the importance of following God's

instructions.

How does 'The Beginner's Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark' illustrate

Noah's character?

Noah is depicted as a faithful and obedient servant of God who trusts in God's plan despite the

challenges he faces.

What illustrations can readers expect in 'The Beginner's Bible: The

Story of Noah's Ark'?

The book features colorful and engaging illustrations that help bring the story to life and capture the

attention of young readers.



Is 'The Beginner's Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark' suitable for teaching

moral lessons?

Yes, the story is often used to teach moral lessons about obedience, kindness, and the importance of

caring for creation.

What makes 'The Beginner's Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark' a popular

choice for parents?

Its simple language, engaging illustrations, and ability to convey important biblical messages make it a

favorite among parents for bedtime stories.

Are there any activities or discussion points included with 'The

Beginner's Bible: The Story of Noah's Ark'?

Many editions include questions or activities at the end to encourage discussion and reinforce the

story's lessons with children.
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