
the best american sports writing 2013

The Best American Sports Writing 2013 showcased a remarkable collection of essays, articles, and

narratives that captured the essence of sports culture in the United States. Compiled by editors and

featuring contributions from a diverse array of talented writers, this anthology highlighted the myriad

ways in which sports intersect with society, politics, and personal experience. This article delves into

the themes, notable pieces, and the impact of the collection, providing a comprehensive overview of

the best American sports writing from that year.

Introduction to the Anthology

The Best American Sports Writing series is an annual compilation that has become a prestigious

platform for both established and emerging voices in sports journalism. The 2013 edition was edited by

the renowned writer and journalist Wright Thompson, who is known for his immersive storytelling and

keen insights into the human condition as reflected through sports. The anthology not only celebrates

the athletic achievements of individuals and teams but also examines the cultural and emotional

narratives that surround them.

Thematic Exploration

The essays and articles included in the 2013 edition explored several rich themes that resonated with

readers:

Identity and Race

Many pieces focused on the complexities of identity, particularly in relation to race. Writers tackled



topics such as:

- The experiences of African American athletes in predominantly white sports.

- The implications of race in sports commentary and media representation.

- Personal stories from athletes who navigated their cultural heritage while pursuing professional

careers.

Gender in Sports

The anthology also highlighted the evolving role of women in sports, including:

- The challenges faced by female athletes in gaining recognition and respect.

- The impact of Title IX on women's sports programs.

- Profiles of pioneering female athletes breaking barriers in traditionally male-dominated sports.

Economic and Social Commentary

Several contributions provided critical perspectives on the intersection of sports, economics, and

society:

- The commercialization of college athletics and its impact on student-athletes.

- The role of sports in community development and social change.

- The financial dynamics of professional leagues and their societal implications.

The Personal Narrative

Many writers shared deeply personal stories that connected their life experiences to sports:



- Reflections on family ties and the generational impact of sports.

- Athletes’ struggles with mental health and the pressures of competition.

- Stories of resilience and redemption through the lens of athletic endeavors.

Notable Contributions

The 2013 anthology featured several standout pieces that garnered significant attention and praise:

“The Last Days of the Rainmaker” by Wright Thompson

Wright Thompson’s own contribution delved into the life of a legendary college basketball coach facing

the twilight of his career. This poignant narrative explored themes of legacy, nostalgia, and the

relentless passage of time, providing a touching portrait of a man who shaped the lives of countless

players.

“A Life in the Game” by Thomas Lake

In this essay, Thomas Lake chronicled the life of a former professional athlete whose career was cut

short due to injury. Lake’s vivid storytelling and emotional depth offered readers a glimpse into the

struggles of grappling with lost dreams and the search for purpose beyond the game.

“The Great American Sports Bar” by Michael Rosenberg

Rosenberg’s piece examined the cultural significance of sports bars in American society. He explored

how these establishments serve as community hubs where fans gather to celebrate victories,

commiserate over losses, and forge connections with one another, highlighting the social fabric woven



through the sport.

“The Most Dangerous Game” by Ben Reiter

Ben Reiter’s gripping article investigated the world of bare-knuckle boxing, an underground sport often

overshadowed by mainstream boxing and mixed martial arts. Through immersive reporting, Reiter

shed light on the athletes involved and the complex motivations that drive them to participate in such a

perilous endeavor.

Impact and Reception

The Best American Sports Writing 2013 was well-received by critics and readers alike, praised for its

diversity of voices and the depth of its exploration into the world of sports. The anthology not only

provided entertainment but also stimulated meaningful conversations about the societal implications of

sports.

Critical Acclaim

The collection received accolades for its literary quality and the caliber of its contributors. Reviewers

noted that the anthology transcended traditional sports writing, elevating the discourse around

athleticism to include broader cultural conversations. It was seen as a necessary addition to the canon

of American literature, reflecting the complexities of the human experience through the lens of sports.

Influence on Future Writing

The 2013 edition inspired a new generation of sports writers to approach their work with a nuanced



perspective. Many emerging journalists sought to emulate the style and depth of the contributors

featured in the anthology, leading to a shift in how sports narratives were crafted in subsequent years.

The emphasis on personal stories, social issues, and critical analysis became a hallmark of

contemporary sports writing.

Conclusion

The Best American Sports Writing 2013 stands as a testament to the power of sports to reflect and

shape the human experience. Through a variety of voices and styles, the anthology captured the

essence of what it means to be an athlete, a fan, and a participant in the broader cultural

conversation. As readers reflect on the narratives within, they are reminded that sports are not merely

games; they are a vital part of our collective story, filled with triumphs, struggles, and the unyielding

pursuit of meaning. This collection not only entertained but also invited readers to engage with the

deeper questions that sports raise about identity, society, and the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'The Best American Sports Writing 2013'

in the landscape of sports journalism?

'The Best American Sports Writing 2013' showcases the pinnacle of sports journalism from that year,

highlighting diverse narratives and unique perspectives that elevate the genre and engage readers

beyond just the games.

Who were the notable contributors featured in 'The Best American

Sports Writing 2013'?

The anthology includes works from prominent writers such as Wright Thompson, Joe Posnanski, and



Sarah Kershaw, each offering distinctive insights into various sports and athletes.

What themes are prevalent in the sports stories included in the 2013

edition?

Themes such as perseverance, identity, and the intersection of sports with social issues are prevalent,

showcasing how sports reflect broader societal narratives.

How does 'The Best American Sports Writing 2013' differ from

previous editions?

This edition emphasizes more personal storytelling and in-depth character studies, reflecting a shift

toward narratives that explore the human condition through the lens of sports.

What impact did 'The Best American Sports Writing 2013' have on

young sports writers?

'The anthology serves as an inspirational resource for aspiring sports writers, providing them with

exemplary models of storytelling and a deeper understanding of writing craft in the sports genre.

How does the selection process for 'The Best American Sports

Writing' series work?

The series features a guest editor each year who curates the best articles published in various outlets,

ensuring a diverse and high-quality collection that reflects the best of sports writing for that year.
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