
the bible knowledge commentary old
testament
The Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament is a significant resource for both scholars and
laypeople seeking to deepen their understanding of the Old Testament scriptures. This two-volume
work, edited by John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, was published by Victor Books in 1985 and has
since become a staple reference in many theological libraries and personal collections. The
commentary is designed to be accessible, providing clear, concise explanations of the biblical text
while also offering insights into historical and cultural contexts. This article will delve into the
structure, features, and benefits of the Bible Knowledge Commentary on the Old Testament, exploring
its role in biblical studies and its appeal to a broad audience.

Overview of the Bible Knowledge Commentary

The Bible Knowledge Commentary (BKC) is a modern, evangelical commentary that covers both the
Old and New Testaments. The Old Testament volume, which encompasses the first 17 books of the
Bible, aims to provide readers with a comprehensive understanding of the scriptures through
thorough analysis and practical applications.

Structure of the Commentary

The BKC is structured to facilitate easy navigation and understanding. Each book of the Old
Testament is divided into sections that include:

1. Introduction - Brief background information about the book, including authorship, historical context,
and major themes.
2. Commentary - Verse-by-verse exposition, where the text is explained in detail. This section often
includes:
- Key terms defined.
- Cultural and historical insights.
- Theological implications.
3. Application - Practical lessons and reflections that can be drawn from the text, encouraging readers
to apply biblical principles to their lives.

This organizational method allows readers to engage with the material in a straightforward manner,
whether they are studying for personal growth, preaching, or teaching.

The Authors and Their Contributions

The commentary features contributions from several respected scholars in the field of biblical studies,
each bringing their expertise to different sections of the text. Some notable contributors include:



- John F. Walvoord - A prominent theologian and former president of Dallas Theological Seminary
(DTS), he contributed significantly to the understanding of prophecy and eschatology within the Old
Testament.
- Roy B. Zuck - A professor at DTS, Zuck is known for his emphasis on practical application and clear
writing style, which is evident throughout the commentary.

The collaborative effort of these scholars ensures a well-rounded approach to the Old Testament text,
incorporating various perspectives and insights.

Key Features of the Commentary

The Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament includes several key features that enhance its
usability:

- Accessible Language - The authors use clear and straightforward language, making the commentary
suitable for readers at different levels of biblical knowledge.
- Comprehensive Coverage - It addresses all the books of the Old Testament, providing thorough
analysis and interpretation.
- Thematic Organization - Each section of the commentary is organized thematically, allowing readers
to easily find topics of interest.
- Visual Aids - The inclusion of maps, charts, and illustrations helps to provide context and enhance
understanding.

Benefits of Using the Bible Knowledge Commentary

There are numerous benefits to using the Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament for personal
study, teaching, and preaching:

1. Deepened Understanding of Scripture

The verse-by-verse analysis encourages readers to engage with the text deeply, promoting a
comprehensive understanding of the Old Testament's themes, narratives, and theological
implications.

2. Practical Application

The commentary emphasizes practical application, helping readers to not only understand the text
but also to apply its teachings in real-life situations. This focus on application makes it a valuable
resource for pastors and teachers looking to draw relevant lessons from the Old Testament for their
congregations.



3. Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the historical and cultural contexts of the Old Testament is crucial for proper
interpretation. The commentary provides insights into the ancient Near Eastern societies, customs,
and languages, aiding readers in grasping the significance of various passages.

4. Enhanced Teaching Resources

For educators and church leaders, the BKC serves as an essential tool for preparing lessons and
sermons. The commentary’s structured format allows for easy extraction of information, making it a
practical resource for developing teaching material.

5. Encouragement for Further Study

The commentary often includes references to additional resources and scholarly works, encouraging
readers to pursue further study on specific topics or passages. This can deepen one’s engagement
with the Bible and foster a lifelong journey of learning.

How to Use the Bible Knowledge Commentary
Effectively

To maximize the benefits of using the Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament, consider the
following tips:

1. Read Along with Scripture - Use the commentary in conjunction with reading the biblical text. This
allows for immediate application of insights and explanations.
2. Take Notes - As you read, jot down key points or insights that resonate with you. This can help
reinforce your learning and provide material for future reflection.
3. Engage with the Application Sections - Spend time considering how the teachings can be applied to
your life or the lives of others. This practical engagement can lead to meaningful spiritual growth.
4. Discuss with Others - Utilize the commentary in group settings, such as Bible studies or Sunday
school classes. Sharing insights and discussing interpretations can enrich the learning experience.
5. Follow Up with Additional Resources - Use the references provided in the commentary to explore
topics more deeply. This can broaden your understanding and provide a well-rounded view of the
subject matter.

Conclusion

The Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament is a vital resource for anyone seeking to deepen
their understanding of the Old Testament. With its clear explanations, practical applications, and
comprehensive coverage, it serves as an invaluable tool for personal study, teaching, and preaching.



Whether you are a seasoned theologian, a pastor, or a layperson, the BKC can enhance your
engagement with the scriptures and provide a richer understanding of God’s Word. As you explore the
depths of the Old Testament, the insights and tools provided by this commentary can help illuminate
the path of faith and understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament?
The Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament is a two-volume commentary set that provides
verse-by-verse insights and explanations of the Old Testament books, written by scholars John F.
Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck.

Who are the intended readers of the Bible Knowledge
Commentary Old Testament?
The intended readers include pastors, teachers, students of the Bible, and laypersons seeking a
deeper understanding of the Old Testament scriptures.

How does the Bible Knowledge Commentary differ from other
commentaries?
It is designed to be accessible and practical, focusing on clear explanations and applications for
everyday life, while also providing scholarly insights.

What is the structure of the Bible Knowledge Commentary Old
Testament?
The commentary is structured by book, with each section including an introduction, an outline, and
detailed commentary on each verse or passage.

Are there any unique features in the Bible Knowledge
Commentary Old Testament?
Yes, it includes maps, charts, and illustrations, as well as bibliographies for further study, making it a
useful resource for both study and teaching.

Can the Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament be used
for academic purposes?
Absolutely, it is well-researched and provides scholarly references, making it suitable for academic
study, although it is also user-friendly for casual readers.



Is the Bible Knowledge Commentary Old Testament available
in digital format?
Yes, it is available in various digital formats, including eBooks, making it convenient for readers to
access on multiple devices.

How does the Bible Knowledge Commentary approach difficult
passages?
It provides thoughtful discussion and interpretation of difficult passages, presenting various
viewpoints and helping readers understand the context and meaning.

What is the overall theological perspective of the Bible
Knowledge Commentary Old Testament?
The commentary is written from a conservative evangelical perspective, emphasizing the authority of
Scripture and its relevance for modern faith and practice.
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